
Micro-Memoir Mondays: A 6-Week Writing Group 

For New and Experienced Writers 
 

When:  Mondays, starting September 30, 2019 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Where:  Olean Public Library 
  

Perhaps you’ve always dreamed of writing a memoir, or want to write short nonfiction pieces, whether for your family, friends, the 
general public, or just for yourself.  Micro-Memoir Mondays will help you get started and be supported as you write.  

 

Each Monday we will: 

 Use evocative prompts to craft short pieces of memoir writing 

 Appreciate brief samples of excellent published memoirs and personal essays 

 Play with different approaches that promote writing rich with detail 

 Read our work aloud (if willing) and hear affirmation for the strengths others see in our work, voice, word choice and more 

 

What this group isn’t:  

 A critique group 

 A memoir workshop (we won’t be “teaching” writing, rather we will be writing together - creating first drafts that later can be 
edited, revised and finalized) 

 

What it is: 

 A safe place to remember, and capture in words, those memories that are meaningful to us 

 A set time to sit down and write the stories we want (or have) to tell 

To register, call the Olean Public Library 
Circulation Desk at 716-372-0200. 
Group size limited to 10 people. 

For questions: call 716-378-5750  
or email darlene@blumenthals.com 
Your group facilitator: Darlene Goetzman 

I am an experienced facilitator, writer of poetry and primarily nonfiction. For most of my career, I 

wrote grants, flyers, newsletters, and instructional manuals. In 2016, I formally turned my atten-

tion to memoir writing. Initially, I had a really hard time getting started and writing regularly. One 

day a friend and I decided to write daily. Through those 20-minute writing sessions I eventually 

accumulated 200 pages of a very drafty memoir. Working with a friend made all the difference in 

building my confidence and skills. I know how hard it can be to get started and how lonely 

writing can be, so I have created this opportunity to help you to craft those pages of the story or 

stories you’ve always dreamed of sharing.  
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