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December 12, 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians; 
 
Today was an extremely stressful day for everyone involved. I want to reiterate that our first priority in 
any situation is to ensure the safety of our students and staff.  While I understand that there is a need to 
communicate as soon as possible with parents, it is only after we have put measures in place, followed 
initial investigative procedures, and ensured the immediate safety and security of all students and staff 
that we can relay information. 
 
 
On Thursday, December 12th at approximately 2:30 PM, a potential threat against Governor Livingston 
High School was reported to the Berkeley Heights Police Department. The police department 
immediately dispatched police officers and notified me of the situation. During their response, the police 
department received more information from the caller that elevated the situation to a report of a potential 
threat at the Governor Livingston Property. However, after a thorough search, the building was found to 
be safe and secure. Working collaboratively, we decided to place all district schools in lockdown in an 
effort to ensure the safety of students and staff until further information could be obtained. 
 
The Berkeley Heights Police Department and School District were able to take immediate action based 
on information provided by students that enabled us to swiftly intervene and take appropriate 
measures. No doubt, we are all safer because students reported the suspicious activity. This is a clear 
lesson that when our students, school staff and/or community members report suspicious activity, the 
authorities are able to intervene and ensure school safety. 
 
I want to take a moment to thank the Berkeley Heights Police Department for their quick response. We 
also had multiple other towns respond from Union County to which we are truly grateful.  Another 
heartfelt thank you goes out to my staff and students who were diligent in their actions. Families, I know 
that this was a tough situation to deal with and I appreciate your patience.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Melissa Varley 
 



 


