
This is Mayor Bob DeFillippo.  Good evening and thank you for 

taking the time to join us tonight for our second remote Township 

Council meeting.  On behalf of myself and the Council, we hope 

everyone had a pleasant Passover and Easter holiday and that you 

remain safe and well. Before we start our meeting, I’d like to 

update everyone on where we stand in Roxbury in addressing the 

deadly corona virus. 

 To date, 148 confirmed cases have been recorded in the township 

since the start of this emergency, and tragically, we have also 

seen three deaths in the township.  Even the death of one person 

in Roxbury is unacceptable.  I know you all join me in keeping 

those families that have been touched by this disease in our 

thoughts and prayers.  

 Daily updates on the number of cases continue to be available 

through links on our township website to the Morris County 

website, which is the official keeper of those statistics. 

 We saw a sharp increase in the number of reported cases in 

Roxbury soon after the county opened a testing facility at the 

County College of Morris – about two weeks ago.  Some of the 

increase we saw can be attributed to that additional testing.  My 

wife, Morris County Freeholder Kathy DeFillippo, and I toured the 

testing facility at county college soon after it opened.  What we 



saw in that amazing facility confirmed the commitment and 

dedication of the county workers and health care professional 

who built and staffed the center.  Kathy and I expressed our 

deepest gratitude to the people we met. 

 Information about the site and testing are available online.  

Remember only Morris County residents who have a prescription 

can make an appointment to be tested. 

 For the most part, our community continues to show great 

strength and resilience in the face of unimageable suffering. 

 I specifically ask that you remember the residents and staff at 

Merry Heart Nursing Facility in town.  Like assisted living facilities 

throughout the country, Merry Heart has been particularly hard 

hit by the virus.  The community has responded to their urgent 

request for more masks – with people from around the town – 

and with a little help from our police department -- including our 

own Councilwoman Jaki Albrecht, providing home-made masks.  

Other members of the Council have also joined in helping out at 

Social Services and wherever they are needed. 

 Staying with Social Services, we will now be open on Wednesdays 

and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  We have temporarily 

eliminated Monday hours because we haven’t seen much demand 

on that day.  It also gives us an opportunity to give our staff and 



volunteers a break –  another group that deserves our thanks for 

all they are doing. 

 Nevertheless, if you are able, the food pantry tells me they need 

cooking oil, paper towels, liquid dish detergent, and pancake 

syrup.  

 Throughout our community, the residents of Roxbury have risen 

to meet the needs of others, especially the elderly and our most 

vulnerable residents – from grocery shopping for seniors to 

providing meals for our essential workers. To them, we send our 

sincere thanks.  It reminds us all that even though we are isolated 

in quarantine, we are never alone. 

 We must also remember those essential employees – our doctors, 

nurses, health care workers – on the front line of this life and 

death struggle.  There are no words sufficient to thank them for 

their dedication and courage. 

 Please also remember our police and first responders – including 

our firefighters and EMS, as well as our dedicated township staff, 

led by Township Manager John Shepherd, who have kept our 

essential services operating during this crisis.  A special thank you 

to the staff of our township Health Department – who have been 

the point of the spear in our response. 



 On that note, I am pleased to report that the two township 

employees – one full time and one part time -- who tested 

positive for the virus, are recovering. 

 A detail report from our Health Department is posted on the 

Township’s website.  

 The township continues to operate all its departments.  Many 

remotely, and some with people still reporting to work.  Staff is 

available to answer resident questions by phone or by email.  

Please visit the township’s website for a complete staff directory. 

 The truth is no one really knows how much longer we will be 

living under quarantine.  We in the township continue to monitor 

federal, state, and county directives – links to these trusted 

sources of information can be accessed through links on our 

township website. 

 I know there is a lot of noise and conflicting information being 

thrown at you from lots of places.  It can be confusing.  I urge you 

to visit those trusted sites if you have questions.  You may also 

contact us at town hall if you are uncertain about what you should 

do. 

 I would also like to note that I have had several discussions with 

the Roxbury School Superintendent and School Board Chair.  We 

are cooperating and coordinating our efforts.  I wish to commend 



the School District for its response to this unprecedented 

situation. And, I have offered any assistance from the township 

that they may need. 

 Tomorrow, John Shepherd and I will be talking to our Roxbury 

Chamber of Commerce to discuss the impact of the virus on our 

township businesses.  Like everywhere, small businesses in 

Roxbury have been badly hurt by the crisis.  The township is 

committed to helping our small businesses in any way we can.  I 

urge you to support our businesses during these troubled times. 

 The township’s Economic Development Committee website – 

which can be accessed from the township’s website -- has been 

continually updated to provide information for small businesses.  

 I wish to give a special shoutout to our grocery stores and 

restaurants that have remained open to feed our community.  

Those workers have been thrust into the center of this crisis – 

something I am sure they did not sign up for.  Please take the time 

to thank them. 

 Financially, Roxbury remains strong.  We are introducing a budget 

tonight that does not increase individual property taxes.  It was a 

decision the Council made, recognizing the financial hardship 

many are facing because of the virus.  The 2020 average 

residential tax bill will be about $8,333.  Township Manager John 



Shepherd tells me that he and his staff are examining every aspect 

of our spending and eliminating less essential projects. The 

bottom line is that Roxbury is well positioned to weather the 

economic stress on our local economy. 

 As I said before, no one knows when this crisis will end.  So, now 

more than ever, it is important to follow the instructions of health 

officials so that we all remain safe and to help stop the spread of 

the virus. 

 By now we should all be familiar with these instructions:  Stay 

home; Keep six feet apart when you go out; Wash your hands 

often; Wear masks or face coverings any time you go out. 

 A complete list of what you should do is posted on the township 

website. 

 Finally, we have placed public safety above all things in Roxbury 

and we have taken an incremental approach to addressing the 

virus.  By that I mean, we have responded as the need arises. 

 To that end, we closed most recreational activities in our parks, 

such as basketball courts and playgrounds, but have resisted 

closing our walking and biking paths and trails.  We did this 

despite the state and county closing their parks to everyone.  We 

believe people need to be able to get out of the house. 



 Police Chief Marc Palanchi assures us that his officers are more 

than able to enforce social distancing.  The police have done an 

outstanding job throughout the crisis.  The chief will advise us if 

that becomes difficult. 

 You have our word that we will do everything we can to keep 

those paths and trails open as long as people adhere to the social 

distancing rules.  We need everyone’s cooperation.  If the rules 

aren’t being followed, we must revisit our decision to leave the 

paths, walkways and trails open. 

 Regrettably, we have also cancelled our Memorial Day Parade, 

and we have closed our Community Garden.  These were difficult 

decisions.  

  However, we have left open the possibility of a Memorial Day 

ceremony honoring our fallen soldiers, and we hope to reopen 

the garden in time for planting.  Circumstances at the time will 

determine whether we can proceed with those plans. 

 Once again, I have never been prouder to be a Roxbury resident.  

You have shown once again your tremendous capacity to help 

others, to remain calm, and to place the safety of others above 

your own interests.  



 On behalf of the township council and myself, I want to thank 

everyone who has reached out to us to help.  Your notes of 

encouragement have helped sustain us throughout the crisis. 

  We are constantly reviewing and enhancing our procedures and 

our response, and we will continue to do that.  If you have any 

concerns or questions, please contact Township Manager John 

Shepherd at (973) 448-2003 or email him at 

shepherd@roxburynj.us.  His contact information and the contact 

information for myself and the other councilmembers are also 

listed on our website.    

 We will get through this together – of that I am certain.  But it will 

take everyone working together. 

 Thank you again for your support. Please be well, stay strong and  

God bless. 

 


