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The Hudson County Economic Development Corporation, the County  
of Hudson, and McManimon, Scotland, & Baumann, LLC present a 
three-part series featuring global experts in the fields of planning, 
transportation, and municipal finance. The series will explore the  
need to create walkable, pedestrian-friendly cities as a larger part  
of proactive economic development attraction and retention strategies 
to build resilient local economies.

Cities and suburbs are, at their core, labor markets. Studies have 
shown (the most recent from MIT and the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia), that walkable cities with strong civic design attract more 
college graduates and achieve significantly higher economic growth. 
Yet, many of our municipalities are still plagued by a glut of parking 
and pedestrian unfriendly streets, designed for cars, that increase  
pollution and limit social interaction. The new wave of the work  
force—Gen Z, Millennials, and even Gen X before them—need walkable, 
bike-friendly neighborhoods and cities, now popularly termed the  
“The 15-Minute City.” Multiple studies have shown their willingness to 
pay a premium to live in such places and that American society pays a 
steep price for having too few of them. By challenging our assumptions 
about what is possible, the Series intends to help us better understand 
and overcome the obstacles to making the “15-Minute City” a reality.

For More Information and to Register, visit:  events.hudsonedc.org  

THE 15-MINUTE CITY
A THREE-PART WEBINAR SERIES

WEBINAR DATES

April 30
May 14
June 17

http://events.hudsonedc.org
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America was once the train capital of the world before becoming 
the car capital of the world, and the country is again at an  
inflection point. The explosion in sales of bicycles and micro- 
mobility devices during the Covid-19 pandemic show multimodal 
transportation’s vast potential. Quickly emerging technologies 
such as Hyperloop and autonomous vehicles provide further  
impetus for municipalities to proactively plan their mobility future. 
Offering alternatives to cars is a hugely important element in  
attracting residents and reducing traffic. This session will share  
case studies from other parts of the world demonstrating the  
dramatic improvement to mobility that occurs when municipalities 
better accommodate all modes of travel. 

Mel E. Myers, Esq.
Attorney, McManimon, Scotland 
& Baumann, LLC

Mel E. Myers, Esq. is an 
attorney specializing in tax, 
redevelopment, and real estate. 
Mel has worked for some of the 
world’s most sophisticated real 
estate organizations including 
the Urban Land Institute,  
Jones Lang LaSalle, and the 
United States General Service  
Administration. Mel has  
authored and co-authored  
articles and books on transit- 
oriented development, planned 
communities, logistics, and 
other real estate development 
topics for the Urban Land 
Institute.  

Presentation
With compelling evidence, 
Mel will explain the economic 
boost that can be achieved if 
we prioritize people over cars 
in our planning and will outline 
the New Jersey and Federal tax 
incentive programs available to 
facilitate important elements of  
the 15-Minute City, including  
the development of more 
housing in our town and city 
centers.    

Byron Nicholas, PP, AICP 
Transportation Planner, Hudson 
County Office of Engineering

Byron Nicholas holds a  
Professional Planners License 
for the State of New Jersey and 
is a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners 
(AICP) with over 7 years of 
urban planning experience. 
Byron is currently the  
supervising transportation 
planner for Hudson County, NJ 
and works on federal and state 
funded transportation projects 
and studies. He also serves  
on his regional MPO’s  
Transportation Advisory  
Committee.

Prior to this role, Byron worked 
in the Geometric Design unit of 
New York City Department of 
Transportation. Byron is also 
the founder/creator of Grid City 
Planning, LLC. d/b/a Black + 
Urban, an online publication 
created as a safe space for 
Black urban planners,  
designers and forward thinkers 
and has received both his  
Master’s degree in Urban 
Planning and Bachelor’s de-
gree in Environmental Design 
from the University at Buffalo.

Michelle E. Richardson 
Executive Director, Hudson 
County Economic Development 
Corporation 

Prof. Marco te Brommelstroet 
Chair on Urban Mobility Futures 
University of Amsterdam

Marco te Brömmelstroet holds 
the chair on Urban Mobility 
Futures at the University of  
Amsterdam. His teaching  
focuses on the planning of 
land use and transport. In his 
research he studies reciprocal 
relations between mobility,  
the city and society. 

Presentation 
Is the deer crossing the forest 
or is the road crossing its  
habitat? And why do we have  
to press a button when we want 
to cross the street? Our mobility 
systems are the materialization 
of underlying worldviews.  
Marco will discuss how we got 
to the street as we know it today 
and how alternative world  
views can help us towards 
transformative change.      

Keynote Speaker   Speaker                Moderator             Introduction to the Series

COMING SOON

Session 2
Proven Ways to Improve  
Walkability and the Pedestrian 
Experience in Our Towns  
and Cities
May 14, 2021, 10:00am

Featuring Jeff Speck, best-selling 
author of Suburban Nation, which 
the Wall Street Journal calls “the  
urbanist’s bible.” His more recent 
book, Walkable City was the best- 
selling city-planning title of the 
last decade. Its sequel, Walkable 
City Rules, is described by Kurt 
Andersen as “a must read for 
urbanists, city-builders, and 
everyone who lives in cities.”  

Session 3
Refashioning our Parking  
Regulations and Development 
Choices for Fiscal Health
June 17th, 10:00am

Joe Minicozzi- Recognized as one 
of the “Most Influential Urbanists” 
by Planetizen in 2017, founder and 
principal of Urban3 and pioneer  
of an approach to planning and 
city design called Geoaccounting. 
His presentations demonstrate 
how cities can use local data and 
simple math to understand the 
impact of development on their 
fiscal and economic health.

SESSION 1

AN ALTERNATIVE MODEL  
TO OUR CURRENT  
COMMUTING CULTURE
April 30, 2021 
10:00am (EDT) — Live


