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Beretz found guilty on all charges
By Snow Steadham, 
Times Journal Staff

On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 17, a Schoharie Coun-
ty jury found Jenna Beretz 
guilty on one count of man-
slaughter, one count of con-
cealment of a human corpse, 
and three counts of tam-
pering with evidence (one 
count for the victim’s cam-
ouflage coat, one count for 
shell casings, and one count 
for the victim’s blood).

This verdict came after 
a six-day-long trial which 
investigated the events of 
November 25, 2023. On the 
night in question, Jeffrey 
Mickle, a neighbor of Beretz 
and her husband Walter Fah-
renkopf (from whom she is 
now estranged), was shot 15 
times and killed in his apart-

ment at 151 Clauverwie 
Road in the Town of Fulton, 
a property owned by Town 
of Fulton Supervisor Phil 
Skowfoe and his son Irving. 

Mickle’s body was then 
relocated to a junkyard in 
Broome, where he was lat-
er discovered by police, 
wrapped in a carpet and hid-
den under a truck cap.

This conviction comes 
on the heels of Fahrenkopf 
pleading guilty to man-
slaughter and tampering 
with evidence, as well as 
the May trial of Michael 
Todtschinder, who was ac-
quitted of second-degree 
murder and manslaughter 
but convicted on the lesser 
counts of tampering with ev-
idence and concealment of a 
human corpse.

The trial for Beretz heard 
testimony from Todtschin-
der, Fahrenkopf, Mickle’s 
girlfriend Jennifer Briggs, 
and many more, implicating 
Beretz in the aiding of Fah-
renkopf and Todtschinder 
with the murder of Mickle 
as well as cleaning up of the 
crime scene. 

The court saw interview 
footage where Beretz claims 
direct involvement with the 
obfuscation of evidence and 
lying to police, DNA anal-
ysis from the crime scene, 
and text messages pulled 
from the phones of Beretz, 
Fahrenkopf, and Todtsch-
inder that were sent on the 
night of the murder. 

While the prosecution 
stipulated that Beretz herself 
did not kill Mickle, in the 

state of New York, aiding in 
a crime and/or its cover-up 
constitutes “criminal liabili-
ty” for the crime itself.

Mickle’s daughter, Kier-
sten, had this to say on the 
verdict: “Finally we have 
some bit of peace, some bit 
of justice.” 

Kiersten went on to say, 
“I just wish the same thing 
could have happened for 
Michael [Todtschinder]’s 
case.”

 Assistant District Attor-
ney Stephen Goble said, “I 
don’t do this for me, I do 
this for them,” referring to 
Mickle’s family. 

Jenna Beretz has been re-
manded without bail, await-
ing her sentencing on No-
vember 6th at 10 a.m.

Photo by HB Steadham
The murder in question occurred at 151 Clauverwie Road 
in the Town of Fulton.

Gatchell won’t yield
By Pete Lindemann, 
Times Journal Staff

“…I gave her my case, 
and she won’t report on it. It’s 
not fair to me. I did nothing 
wrong. I did nothing wrong.” 

That’s part of how former 
Schoharie County employee 
Ben Gatchell began his four-
minute-plus filibuster in the 
chambers of the Schoharie 
County Board of Supervisors 
on Friday, as the sheriff and 
two deputies attempted to per-
suade him to leave.

The “her” to which Gatch-
ell was referring was Times 
Journal Executive Editor HB 
Steadham, there to cover the 
board meeting.

Gatchell had visited the 
Times Journal office twice 
recently, claiming that he was 
unfairly treated in his position 
as a cleaner for the county—a 
position from which he re-
signed.

“I cleaned your building 
for two years,” Gatchell told 

County Sheriff Ron Stevens 
during his time at the micro-
phone. “Have I ever acted like 
this?’”

Gatchell claims that in De-
cember 2023 he was asked to 
clean up a substance on the 
third floor of the courthouse. 
He said the substance was 
described to him as a “baby 
powder-like substance.”

Gatchell says he refused to 
clean up the substance, which 
he claims was later identified 
as “meth”—he also claims 
that his supervisors knew that 
it was meth and withheld that 
information from him.

He said he was demoted 
from senior cleaner to cleaner, 
with a probationary period.

Then, according to Gatch-
ell, he was called to a meeting 
with supervisors, but resigned 
instead, claiming that “too 
many people would be against 
him.”

“This is 20 months, sir,” 
said Gatchell about how long 
it’s been since he left county 
employment, with no resolu-
tion to his complaints. “Twen-
ty months.”

Sheriff Stevens was soon 
joined by two deputies. At 
one point, Gatchell stepped 
toward the seated supervi-
sors, asking “Would someone 
on the board stick up for me 
please?

“…They sent me up to 
clean up methamphetamine 
drugs, without my knowl-
edge. And then they retaliated 
against me.” 

“You have to request per-
mission ahead of time,” said 
one of the deputies. “You 
can’t just show up…you’ve 
got to request in writing ahead 
of time.”

Finally, it was County 
Attorney Mike West who 
stepped in.

“Okay, excuse me, Sheriff, 
I’m not trying to intercede, 
but please just move him out, 
into the hall, so we can get to 
business.”

“I want to talk for five 
minutes,” said Gatchell.

“That’s not happening,” 
said West “Out. Out! Thank 
you.”

“That’s great,” said Gatch-
ell as he was ushered out of 
the chamber. “That’s wild.”

Gatchell was then issued a 
ticket for disorderly conduct.

Board Chairman William 
Federice said on Tuesday 

that the reaction he’s received 
from the public after the meet-
ing is “overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of what the county did.”

He said that Gatchell has 
not contacted the board since.

According to Federice, 
Friday was the third time 
Gatchell has appeared before 

the board.
“There is no litigation,” 

Federice said, stating that 
Gatchell filed a PESH claim 
with the Department of Labor, 
not a legal suit.

A PESH claim is a formal 
complaint filed with the New 
York State Public Employee 

Safety and Health Bureau.
“I’m not opposed to the 

young man,” said Federice. 
“He has a right to speak.” 

On a Times Journal Face-
book post of Gatchell’s ap-
pearance in front of the Board 
of Supervisors—that as of 
Tuesday had received almost 

40,000 views—Gatchell com-
mented that he is seeking 28 
years of forward pay and a 
lifetime of benefits.

“I have every right to it,” 
Gatchell wrote, “and I’m not 
backing down.”

Photo taken from SCHOPEG video
Ben Gatchell talks to Schoharie County Sheriff Ron Stevens.
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Obituaries

William 
Armlin

William Issac “Willy” 
Armlin IV, 79, passed away 
peacefully on September 8, 
2025, at his home in Schoha-
rie, New York, surrounded by 
his “girls.”

Born on January 21, 1946, 
in Cobleskill, Willy was a life-
long resident of the Schoha-
rie Valley. He grew up on the 
family farm in Franklinton and 
graduated from Middleburgh 
Central School. 

With determination and 
just two used cars and $150 to 
his name, he opened a one-bay 
repair shop in the garage at-
tached to his home. In 1969, he 
moved the business to a larger 
location and co-founded A&S 
Garage in Schoharie.

Over the next six decades, 
A&S Garage thrived under 
Willy’s leadership. Very well 
known throughout the region, 
it was hard to meet someone 
that did not know “Willy from 
A&S Garage,” he earned a 
reputation for honesty, tireless 
work ethic, and generosity. 

His professional legacy 
was shaped not only by his 
mechanical expertise and gift 
of gab but also by building 
enduring relationships. Most 
notably a partnership of more 
than 30 years with his broth-
er-in-law Ronnie Smith. Their 
collaboration reflected deep 
mutual trust and respect that 
left a lasting mark on both the 
business and the community.

Family was at the heart 
of Willy’s life. With Cheryle 
(Smith) Armlin, he raised 
four daughters, Kelly (Bri-
an) Daugherty, Cindy (Kim) 
Armlin, Allison Armlin, and 
Darla (Bob) Robinette. Lat-
er in life, upon marrying Be-
atrice McHale Armlin, he 
welcomed her daughter Alina 
(Klaus) Harbers into his heart 
as his own. Alongside Sylvia 
Bordeau, he helped raise their 
granddaughter Nicole Ondrek 
(“Niki”), whom he considered 
to be more like a daughter. It 
was these girls that made up 
the group of six daughters Wil-
ly cherished and called to his 
side when he knew his time 
was near. 

When once asked if he 
were disappointed with not 
having a son, Willy replied, 
“At some point I was but now 
I try to imagine which one of 
my girls would I give back to 
make that happen, so of course 
not!” That heartfelt sentiment 
captured the essence of who 
he was: a man whose love for 
family knew no bounds.

Willy cherished time spent 
with his grandchildren, Hailey 
and Kaitlin Daugherty, Gabri-
elle Armlin Parise, River Rob-
inette, Alex Porfirio, and Al-
lyssa (Jim Smith) Hoerz. His 
joy deepened with the arrival 
of great-grandchildren, Lily 
Corbett, Johnny Ondrek, Sadie 
Hoerz, Ian Smith, and Jacklyn 
Smith. 

Whether teaching them 
how to drive, fish, riding them 
around on his newest toy, or 
enjoying build your own ice 
cream sundae time at Stew-
art’s, Willy remained their 
steadfast protector and joyful 
companion.

He is also survived by 
sisters, Patricia Stewart and 
Karen Mueller; brothers, Chet 
and Keith Armlin; step-sib-

lings, Dawn, Noreen, Mike 
and Peter MacMillan; along 
with many nieces and nephews 
who adored him and countless 
friends who became a part of 
his extended family. 

His loyal chocolate lab Ka-
tie remains behind as a faithful 
companion who rarely left his 
side.	

Willy was predeceased 
in 2019 by his beloved wife 
and partner of over 20 years, 
Beatrice McHale Armlin; par-
ents, William I. Armlin III 
and Helen (Mueller) Armlin; 
and sisters, Phyllis Crewell, 
Skeetz Polak, Gail Smith, Lau-
ra Armlin, Clara Zahara, Kathy 
Waldron; and brother, Norbie 
MacMillan.

Outside of work and family 
life, Willy found joy in many 
passions. He loved fishing 
and hunting, especially when 
shared with those close to him. 
He maintained a lifelong en-
thusiasm for cars with a par-
ticular fondness for Fords. He 
raised beef cows on the side 
and never missed an opportu-
nity to watch NASCAR rac-
es or cheer for the New York 
Mets or Green Bay Packers. 
His appreciation for heavy-
weight boxing reflected the 
grit that defined him through-
out life.

Willy believed deeply in 
empowering others to pursue 
their dreams. Many young 
people got their first taste of re-
sponsibility under his guidance 
at A&S Garage, not just learn-
ing about being a mechanic but 
about integrity and ownership. 
He took great pride in watch-
ing them grow and achieve 
their own success. 

Willy maintained lifelong 
friendships with several of his 
best guys from the early days. 
Always smiling and ready to 
lend a hand or offer encour-
agement without hesitation or 
expectation of return, Willy 
embodied dependability in its 
truest form. 

A visitation with Willy’s 
family will be held from 5-7 
p,m. on Friday, October 3 at 
Coltrain Funeral Home, 134 
River Street, Middleburgh. A 
Memorial service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Octo-
ber 4 at the Funeral Home. In-
urnment will follow in Armlin 
Hill Cemetery.  

Please visit www.coltrain-
funeralhome.com to share on-
line condolences with Willy’s 
family.

Robert 
Burton

Robert (Bob) P. Burton, 
82, formerly of Altamont and 
Guilderland Center, passed 
away on September 19, 2025, 
after a long illness. He was 
predeceased by his parents, 
William and Evelyn Burton, 
and his sister Linda Trela. 

Bob grew up in Altamont, 
while spending much of his 
childhood years in Schoharie, 
visiting his favorite Aunt Jane 
and Uncle Perry. He graduated 
from Guilderland High School 
in 1960 and went on to study at 
Junior College of Albany. 

Bob began his career in 
Altamont managing A & P Su-
permarket before landing a job 
at Borden Dairy in Menands as 
a milk delivery driver. Short-
ly thereafter Borden’s ceased 
home delivery services of-
fering existing routes to their 
drivers, with that Bob em-
braced self-employment. 

Bob would deliver milk 
in the mornings and drive a 

school bus for Guilderland 
Central Schools in the after-
noon and in the summer would 
paint the school buses. It was 
during this time that he met 
and married Barbara (Mc-
Cagg) Burton of Red Hook. 

Throughout the years, his 
milk delivery routes evolved 
and expanded into a full-
blown entrepreneurship. Bur-
ton’s Dairy served institutions, 
restaurants, schools, and gro-
cery stores in multiple New 
York counties. His daughter 
worked side by side with him 
since she was a small child, 
running the milk to customers’ 
milk boxes on their porches 
and later having her own route 
and overseeing the accounting 
operations of the business. 

He sold the company in 
2000, deciding it was time to 
retire. If you knew Bob, you 
would know that he could 
never retire. Shortly after re-
tirement Bob decided to de-
liver baked goods for Heidel-
berg Bakery as well as driving 
school buses for Cherry Valley, 
Cobleskill and Sharon Springs 
Central School Districts, and 
finally delivering auto parts for 
Federated Auto Parts servicing 
the Mohawk Valley.

Bob was a lifetime member 
of the Guilderland Center Fire 
Department, playing softball 
for many years on their Fire 
Department team as their first 
baseman and later their pitch-
er. Burton’s Dairy also spon-
sored a softball team for years, 
with Bob playing alongside his 
teammates. 

He was an avid railroad 
enthusiast, having three large-
scale train setups in his home. 
He enjoyed taking long rides, 
picnics at Fox Creek Park 
with his family, going for piz-
za at Smith’s Tavern in Voor-
heesville on Saturday nights, 
watching the Indianapolis 
Colts and the NY Yankees, and 
enjoying a cold beer while do-
ing all the things he loved. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Barbara, who 
stood by his side through all 
his endeavors; his daughter 
Anne Burton of Albany; his 
son Robert Burton Jr of Shar-
tlesville PA and James (Maria) 
Burton of Cobleskill.

Burial will be at the Old 
Stone Fort Cemetery in Scho-
harie, NY. Services will be 
private at the Langan Funeral 
Home in Schoharie.

 

Sandra 
Butler 

Sandra J. Butler 62, for-
merly of Cobleskill, passed 
away Monday, September 15, 
2025 in Palatine Bridge.

Sandra was born Octo-
ber 21, 1962 in Cobleskill, a 
daughter of Bradley Ingraham 
and Judy (Shmedel) Smith and 
graduated from the former Co-
bleskill High School.  

She was a rural mail carrier 
at the Cobleskill, Warnerville, 
and West Fulton Post Offices.  
Sandra cherished spending 
time with her family, especial-
ly her grandchildren.  She also 
enjoyed knitting and jigsaw 
puzzles.

Survivors include her 
mother, Judy Smith; her 
daughters, Kayla Butler and 
Crystal Butler, her five grand-
children, Ryan, Eliza, Chastity, 
Max, and Kaysea; her brothers, 
Dave, Don, Dan and Brad; and 
her sister, Cindy Ingraham.   

She was predeceased by 
her father Bradley; and her 

daughter, Tonya Butler.
A service will be held for 

family and close friends at a 
later date. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made in memory of 
Sandra to the American Dia-
betes Association, Upstate NY 
chapter, PO Box 7023, Merri-
field, VA 22116-7023.

The Robert A. Guffin Fu-
neral Home of Cobleskill and 
the Langan Funeral Home of 
Schoharie are assisting the 
Butler family.  Please visit 
www.guffinfuneralhome.com 
for further information and to 
leave a special message for 
Sandra’s family and friends.

Patricia 
Jacobsen

Patricia Ann Jacobsen 
of Sloansville, passed away 
peacefully at her home on Sep-
tember 12, 2025.  

She was born September 1, 
1956, the daughter of Karl and 
Frances Jacobsen.  

Donations in Patricia’s 
memory may be made to An-
imal Shelter of Schoharie 
Valley, 304 Howes Cave Rd., 
Howes Cave, NY 12092.

Patricia’s family has 
entrusted her care to Edd 
Stanimer of the Johnston & 
Stanimer Funeral Home in 
Morris.  Online condolences 
may be made at www.john-
stonfh.com

Raymond 
Kennedy

Raymond E. Kennedy, Jr., 
of State Route 30, loving hus-
band, father, “Old Pops” and 
more to his family and friends 
found peace from this world, 
the same way he lived his life, 
surrounded by the love of his 
family.

Ray was born 93 years ago 
on June 4, 1932 in Albany, to 
Erma (Springstead) and Ray-
mond E. Kennedy, Sr. and all 
of the shenanigans that boys 
get into growing up served 
Ray well through all of his 93 
years.  He was behind every 
bit of fun, with a twinkle in his 
eye and a grin that lit up the 
room.  It’s not surprising his 
Irish heritage, given the tales 
he could spin with blarney.  

He never shied away from 
work, working for numerous 
companies, people or around 
his home, especially looking 
forward to zooming across the 
lawns with his zero-turn, wav-
ing to admirers on Route 30, 
honking their horns hello as 
they passed.  

A body in motion stays in 
motion, even at rest keeping 
his sights and senses sharp 
for the prize buck.  Ray loved 
looking down the barrel and 
savoring the reward with his 
family and friends, though 
nothing made his eyes twinkle 
brightest or his heart beat hap-
piest than his family. 

Surrounded by the hustle 
and bustle of each new gen-
eration, instilling his fun and 
wisdom, he taught them about 
life, he taught them to love and 
respect others and the beauty 
of this world.  

Loving him forever are 

his wife, Winifred (Shaul) 
Kennedy of Middleburgh; his 
daughters, Marilyn “Mert” 
Diamond of Schoharie, Ce-
leste (Christopher) Parslow 
of Schoharie, Raelyn (Marc) 
Mercer of Middleburgh; son: 
William (JoAnn) Hanson of 
Conesville; his grandchildren, 
Brian Diamond, Jason Dia-
mond, Heather Gasner, Me-
gan Hanson, Nathan Parslow, 
Kylie Parslow-Bradt, Connor 
Parslow-Bradt, Braedon Cro-
nin, Riley Cronin, Alan M. 
Hanson, Matthew Hanson, 
Shyla Hanson and Dustin Han-
son, Rose Mercer and Trevor 
Mercer; his great-grandchil-
dren, Brianna and Lexi Di-
amond, Hallie and William 
Gasner, Malina Lambert, 
Kaylee Fink, Loretta Hanson, 
Serena Hanson, Sidney Han-
son, Georgia Hanson, Kiersten 
and Alan Hanson; his sisters, 
Marilyn Kellie and Bonnie 
Bywater, both of Cobleskill; 
many nieces and nephews; 
along with opening his heart 
to many other “grandchil-
dren-by-love.” 

Ray was predeceased by 
his son, Alan R. Hanson; and 
his son-in-law, Leland “Bog” 
Diamond.

All are invited to visit with 
Ray’s family from noon–2 
p.m. on Friday, September 
26 at Coltrain Funeral Home. 
LLC 134 River Street, Mid-
dleburgh, NY 12122 and to the 
memorial service following 
the visitation at 2 p.m. 

Ray’s family requests me-
morial contributions be sent to 
the Middleburgh Fire Depart-
ment, PO Box 778 Middle-
burgh, NY 12122.

Please visit www.coltrain-
funeralhome.com to share on-
line condolences with Ray’s 
family.

Gloria 
Putnam

Gloria Putnam, 88, of 
Sharon Springs passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her 
loving daughters on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025.

Gloria (Hotaling) Putnam 
was born on September 16, 
1937, in Sharon Springs, the 
daughter of Norman and Anna 
(Waters) Hotaling. She married 
Douglas Putnam on August 25, 
1957. They were lifelong resi-
dents of Sharon Springs. 

She worked several years 
at Interknitting in Cobleskill 
and many people would rec-
ognize her as their favorite ca-
shier from Walmart. 

She enjoyed being a mem-
ber of the Sharon Springs La-
dies Auxiliary. She was known 
for her crocheting skills mak-
ing beautiful doilies for family 
and friends. Her favorite days 
included trips to the Turning 
Stone Casino and working on 
puzzles with friends. She loved 
using her I-Pad to do Wordle, 
coloring, catching up on Face-
book as well as checking the 
Brownsville Deer Pantry and 
Cornell Bird live cams.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Cynthia and Rob-
ert Rabuck of Delray Beach, 
Florida, Kristina and John 
Sweeney of Amsterdam, and 
Stephanie and Tim Ullman of 
Sharon Springs.

Survivors also include her 
nine grandchildren, Amy Sing-
erle, Clare Espino, Lydia Har-
vey, Nora, Michael, Margaret 
and Jack Sweeney, Douglas 
and Brett Ullman; as well as 
her great grandchild Lucas Es-
pino.

She was predeceased by her 
husband of 52 years, Douglas 
Putnam; and her sister Norma 

(Hotaling) Mansheffer.
To send online condolences 

please visit www.ottmanfuner-
alhome.com

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made 
to the Sharon Springs Alumni 
Association, PO Box 103, Sha-
ron Springs, NY 13459.

Arrangements are under 
the care of the Ottman Funeral 
Home, 22 Church St., Cherry 
Valley, NY.

Susan 
Radick

Susan Mary Radick of 
Preston Hollow, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family on Sunday, September 
14, 2025 after a prolonged ill-
ness. 

Born August 10, 1950 in 
Jamaica, Queens to Marga-
ret (Sparrow) and William T. 
Brown, she was a graduate of 
H. Frank Carey High School 
and relocated upstate nearly 
47 years ago after a whirlwind 
romance, thanks to the match-
making of her aunt Catherine 
Whitbeck. 

Susan loved to read, mak-
ing her way through multiple 
newspapers each day. She 
routinely defeated her family 
members in the nightly Jeop-
ardy matches, was an excel-
lent cook, and always stayed 
on top of all the hottest fash-
ions and current affairs. 

She had countless jobs on 
Long Island, served as the Of-
fice Manager of CZR/FACTS 
accounting service, but above 
all, was a devoted wife and 
amazing mother. 

Aside from her parents, 
she was predeceased by spe-
cial aunts Catherine Whitbeck 
and Isabelle Peek Clapper and 
brothers-in-law Robert Kemp 
and Robert Lynk. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Charles Z. Radick 
of Preston Hollow, whom she 
met on Thanksgiving 1978 
and married December 30, 
1978; her children, Keith W. 
Radick of Connecticut, Court-
ney S. Radick (Nicole Esposi-
to) of Pulaski, and Zachary 
C.B. Radick of Preston Hol-
low; her grandchildren, Sofie 
and William Radick; her sis-
ters, Margaret Kemp and Deb-
orah (Robert) Stanek; sister-
in-law, Nancy Radick Lynk; 
nieces, Victoria, Alicia, Jes-
sica, Robin and Tamara; and 
nephews, Robert and Charles; 
along with many cousins; her 
friends from “the Q”; and her 
church family, who she great-
ly appreciated for their gener-
osity with providing weekly 
meals in these recent years. 

All are invited to visit with 
Susan’s family from 5-7 p.m. 
on Saturday, September 27 at 
Coltrain Funeral Home. LLC 
134 River Street, Middle-
burgh, NY 12122 and to the 
Memorial service at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, September 28 at 
the Preston Hollow Baptist 
Church, 3034 State Route 
145, Preston Hollow, NY 
12469.  

Susan was one of “Jerry’s 
Kids” and contributions in her 
memory may be made to the 
Muscular Dystrophy Associ-
ation at www.mda.org  She 
also appreciated the work of 
the Tri-Village Volunteer Fire 
Co, Inc., PO Box 575, Preston 
Hollow, NY 12469 and contri-
butions in her memory may be 
made to them as well. 

Please visit www.coltrain-
funeralhome.com to share on-
line condolences with Susan’s 
family.
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Time to 
make history 
accessible

The late historian Mark 
Sullivan, a close friend of 
mine, flew from Indiana on at 
least two occasions to assist in 
helping to organize and pre-
serve the history of the Town 
of Cobleskill alongside fellow 
historians who also valued 
this resource. 

The Historical Collections 
belonging to the Town were 
located in the Central Stor-
age facility and the Histori-
cal Society Collection was in 
a Church closet. Volunteers 
inventoried the number of 
boxes of materials so that the 
Cobleskill Library, with their 
new expansion that included 
a history room, would know 
the volume of space required 
to house these in the new his-
tory room. Mark worked with 
the Town Supervisor and the 
library. 

The collection, very valu-
able to historical researchers, 
had been kept out of reach 
of the public for at least 15 
years before that. The TJ ed-
itor wrote that it was hoped 
it would not take another 15 
years to get these historical re-
cords in a publicly accessible 
space. Unfortunately, Mark 
passed away, ending his con-
tinued advocacy for the pres-
ervation of this town’s history 

for future generations. 
Now that the Central Stor-

age Facility has had a major 
fire it is obviously time that 
the Town, Historical Society, 
and Library cooperate togeth-
er and work to locate these 
resources in the library where 
there are staff and access ad-
vantages. As to the ownership 
issues mentioned to me by a 
library representative some 
time ago, collections can be 
put on permanent loan with 
the library if necessary to sat-
isfy all parties with ownership 
issues. 

It is time the largest town 
in the county places its history 
where its residents and other 
researchers can access it.

  
Ken Jones
Esperance

‘Our 
government 
is complicit 
in Israel’s 
Genocide’

This past week the United 
States vetoed a UN Security 
Council’s Resolution con-
demning Israel’s Genocide 
and Ethnic Cleansing of the 
Palestinian people...for the 
sixth time!

I have previously stated 
that our government is com-

plicit in Israel’s Genocide, 
truth is our government is an 
active participant in Israel’s 
crimes and just as guilty.

Schoharie County and NY 
21 House District residents 
should know that our repre-
sentatives; Senator Schum-
er, Senator Gillibrand and 
Representative Stefanik have 
each accepted large sums of 
money from the Israel lobby 
and AIPAC. This corruption 
indicates they should be con-
sidered complicit in Israel’s 
crimes as well.

Tell these representatives 
what you think, and remem-
ber their corrupt performance 
when next you vote.

Wayne R Stinson 
Summit

‘Dismayed at 
the callous 
indifference’

Dear Editor, Director, and 
Board of Directors of Gath-
ering Place, and Board of Su-
pervisors Schoharie County,

To the Senior Council 
Board of Directors, I wish to 
remind you that you are a gov-
erning board for the Senior 
Council, not just the Gather-
ing Place. I remain dismayed 
at the callous indifference that 
you and the Director of the 
Senior Council have taken 

towards the senior population 
in our county who may have 
limited resources such as food 
and transportation. 

I am grateful for the Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, and 
Christine Kraemer, Director 
of Public Transportation, who 
have stepped up to close the 
gap, even if temporary, to 
keep the busses on the road, 
and I do hope that arrange-
ments can be made to accom-
modate the drivers’ salaries 
and hours. It remains to be 
seen how this plays out with 
the home delivered meals pro-
gram, but I suspect it will be 
the same. 

In the meantime, it has be-
come obvious that the Direc-
tor of the Senior Council has 
no interest or use, in the Se-
nior Council, which has been 
a stalwart in the County for 
many, many years, long be-
fore the Gathering Place was 
even a dream. 

The Gathering Place 
would not be possible without 
the Senior Council, and the 
Board and Director of that or-
ganization needs to remember 
that. 

Kathleen Slater
Central Bridge

The Facts 
Please

Terrorism scares us, illegal 

drugs scare us, they both stir 
up a deep emotional response.

Those words are used by 
people in power to blind us, 
through our own emotions, so 
we don’t look for the facts.

If, just for example, they 
kill a group of people, it is 
murder. But if they call them 
terrorists or drug dealers, even 
with no evidence, we respond 
emotionally and think well 
maybe it is OK. 

Whether it be genocide, 
assassination, summarily 
blowing up a boat, sweeping 
up people in raids, denying 
humanitarian rights to asy-
lum seekers, those two words 
somehow justify criminal acts 
and keep us from without de-
manding the facts.

When you hear the word 
terrorism or drugs, beware, 
it is likely someone is trying 
to distract you from the facts.  

Elliott Adams
Sharon Springs

Fighting with 
truth, not 
violence

I was moved by the front 
page story of 9/11 on Sep-
tember 11th 2025. As I re-
member that day in 2001, 
I think of one of the things 
that has been part of my 
prayer and reflection for 

many years. Our American 
culture seems to be addict-
ed to a lie. It has been called 
the “myth” or illusion of re-
demptive violence: the false 
message that violence is the 
way to overcome violence. 
It was, in part, that lie that 
caused four planes to be hi-
jacked and flown into the 
World Trade Center, the Pen-
tagon, and a field in PA. It 
was that lie that caused us as 
a country to go to war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. It’s the lie 
that is underneath most mass 
shootings and the recent as-
sassination of Charlie Kirk 
in Utah. It’s a virus that in-
fects both left and right wing 
ideologies. 

The Gospel of Christ 
challenges that lie, as do the 
prophets of Israel, the true 
core of Islam, and the deep-
est truths of all religions, as 
well as our own experience 
in the 20th and 21st cen-
turies. The antidote to that 
lie is to expose it and fight 
against it with the truth that 
evil can only be overcome 
by good and lies can only be 
overcome by truth that hate 
can only be overcome by 
love. 

 
Brother Peter Chepaitis

Middleburgh

Last week we ran a submission from the National Society DAR website and mentioned our informational table part-
nership with the Captain Christian Brown Chapter DAR. We want to clarify that the article was sent in from the 
Schoharie Chapter NSDAR, and we thank them greatly!

When I read Janice 
Wilkens’s Central Bridge col-
umn this week, I was deeply 
impacted by her opening 
quote from Mexican painter 
Frida Kahlo: “At the end of 
the day, we can endure much 
more than we think we can.”

It feels like I’ve been 
enduring much more than 
I thought I could for about 
three months now—ever 
since I took over editorship 
here at the Times Journal.

See, what many folks 
don’t know is that I have a 
second job—at a church in 
Schenectady. I was working 
32 hours a week at that job 
when I got offered this job, 
and with the Times Journal 
office being within walking 
distance of my house, and 
being in a community I love, 
and offering me the chance to 
write regularly (which is just 
about my favorite thing in the 
world to do), I jumped at the 
chance. I asked the church if 

I could stay on at 20 hours a 
week, fully intending to do 
both jobs.

But within six weeks I 
realized: being an editor in 
Schoharie County is more 
than a full-time job. To fully 
immerse myself in the com-
munity, to report as fairly as 
I can, and to put out a quality 
paper was going to require 
hours. Hours and hours. 

Hours and hours and 
hours and hours.

And since my hometown, 
my county, and my commu-
nity deserve nothing less than 
my best, it meant that, be-
tween the two jobs, I’ve been 
working from about eight in 
the morning until 9:30 or 10 
(and sometimes later than 
that) at night, seven days a 
week.

I’ve lasted three months 
like that.

And then I told the church 
I just couldn’t do it anymore. 

I love that church. I love 

the congregation. I love the 
job.

And I just can’t do it any-
more.

So, I sit here, on the Au-
tumnal Equinox, realizing 
that I only have seven more 
days of employment at the 
church.

And I’m sad. 
I’m sad to leave behind 

creating educational pro-
gramming for all folks across 
the lifespan, from planning 
meditation classes for adults 
to hosting murder myster-
ies with youth to organizing 
workshops and conventions.

I’m sad to walk away 
from kids I’ve become close 
to, knowing that I probably 
won’t get to see them grow 
year after year, go away to 
college or work, and eventu-
ally come back and establish 
families of their own.

I’m sad to leave my co-
workers, who have support-
ed me through health scares, 

laughed with me during game 
nights, and helped me im-
prove my skills as I navigated 
a religious denomination that 
was new to me.

But it’s fitting, I think, not 
only to be sad on this partic-
ular day, but to reflect on the 
decisions I’ve made in the 
last few months, because the 
Autumnal Equinox has les-
sons to teach us. 

It’s on this day that light 
and night become nearly 
equal in length for most of 
the world. I’ve been miss-
ing that equality in my own 
life—my work-life balance 
has been...well...terribly un-
balanced. 

It’s on this day that the sun 
rises due east and sets due 
west, and it’s time I reorient-
ed my own internal compass 
to point toward what aligns 
most with my life goals: be-
ing close to my family and 
spending as much time with 
them as possible while work-
ing in a job I feel passionate-
ly about that also financially 
supports us.

And it’s after this day that 
the hours of daylight begin to 
change, and the night begins 
to impose a rest on us that we 
neglected when the weather 
was warmer and summer ac-
tivities were calling to us. The 
Autumnal Equinox reminds 
us that it’s time to slow down 
a bit, to store up for winter, 
to prepare for a season where 
much time is spent resting, 
recuperating, and preparing 
for spring, when life returns 
to a renewed pace. So, too, 
do I need to slow, recuperate, 
and prepare for renewal.

I agree with Frida, that we 
can endure much more than 
we realize. 

And I also recognize that 
the need to endure too much 
often just lasts for a season of 
our lives, and then it’s time to 
release ourselves of whatever 
it is we’re enduring.

To bring some balance 
back into our lives.

To take a breath of the fall 
air, appreciate the changing 
color of leaves, and exhale, 
knowing that the change can 
make us sad, and it can also 
lead us to a more balanced, 
dynamic, and fulfilled life.

Cheers to the Equinox!

HB Steadham
Executive Editor



4 Times Journal, September 25, 2025 www.NYVTmedia.com

Times Past

TOTAL WAVE
CAR WASH

Rte. 7 • Warnerville, NY
• State of the Art Modern Laser Touchless Carwash (No Scratches)
• Self-Serve Facilities • Automatic Bay • Totally Green
• Easy In & Out Access
• Open 24 Hrs./7 Days

Discounted Access Cards
Available

Call 234-2741. M-F 8-4

WE TAKE
CREDIT CARDS

FUEL OIL • KEROSENE • DIESEL • PROPANE

R.L. PARSONS, INC.
518-284-2421 or 1-800-686-1626

Propane
Tanks

Filled Here

Chestnut St., Sharon Springs

www.rlparsonsinc.com

We clean, repair and install furnaces & air conditioning.

R.L. PARSONS, INC.R.L. PARSONS, INC.
NYS Inspections • General Auto Repair • Brakes • Oil Changes

• Computer Diagnostic Engine Repair & Rebuilds
209 Terrace Mountain Rd., Schoharie • 518-295-7926

Check Engine Light On? FREE Computer Diagnostic

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HOURS: MON-FRI 9-6; SAT & SUN 9-3

TERRACE MOUNTAINTERRACE MOUNTAINTERRACE MOUNTAINTERRACE MOUNTAINTERRACE MOUNTAIN
AUTO REPAIR

100 Years Ago
September 25, 1925

On account of the Coun-
ty Teachers’ conference here 
next week Monday and Tues-
day and the fact that it is fair 
week, classes in the local 
grade and high schools will 
be discontinued for the entire 
week, school being dismissed 
Friday afternoon, September 
25th, until Monday morning, 
October 5th. A large number 
of the public school students 
will take part in the pageant to 
be given at the Cobleskill fair 
next Tuesday afternoon.

At a meeting of the com-
munity council of religious 
education held in the Baptist 
church on Monday evening 
of this week, reports from the 
pastors of the churches of the 
village were heard and plans 
were made for a community 
week day school to teach re-
ligion.

Official arrival of autumn 
was timed for the hour of 8:30 
o’clock Wednesday morning 
and the last days of summer 
are ended. Chill winds and a 
biting frost accompanied the 
change from summer to win-
ter which indicated that nature 
was in keeping with the spirit 
of the occasion. The tempera-
ture in Cobleskill Wednesday 
evening stood at 40 degrees 
and with yesterday morning’s 
increased drop, the thermom-
eter stood at well below the 
freezing point.

Central bridge, Sept. 24 
– The moving picture com-
mittee of Wellington lodge, 
I.O.O.F., announced that there 
will be pictures during the 
month of October on both 
Tuesday and Saturday eve-
ning. The pictures shown here 
are of the best kind, and the 
price is lower than in other 
towns nearby. The addition-
al night should be patronized 
and without doubt will be. 

When here at the fair call 
at Rich’s. He’s the man who 
sold your father his first suit 
over 35 years ago and now he 
wants you to buy one.

85 Years Ago
September 26, 1940

The “Wilkie-for-Presi-
dent” drive was given added 
impetus in Schoharie County 
today with the announcement 
of the organization of a coun-
ty-wide committee to con-
duct the United Republican 
Finance campaign. Frank H. 
Ryder, president of the Harder 
Refrigerator Corporation, is 
chairman of the committee. 

ESPERANCE – A fire be-
lieved to have started from an 
electric motor in the basement 
gutted the WGY food store 
on Main Street about 2:30 
o’clock Saturday morning. 
Damage to the building and 
stock was estimated at about 
$5,000 and is partially cov-
ered by insurance. 

Schoharie valley church-
es and Sunday schools will 
hold a joint rally on Sunday at 
Schoharie, with a parade start-
ing at 2:15 p.m. An outdoor 
service, conducted by pastors 
of the cooperating churches, 
will be held on the DAR hall 
lawn. In the event of rain, ser-
vices will be held in the Com-

munity church.
Members of the American 

League of Schoharie County 
bowlers are asked to attend 
an organization meeting Mon-
day night at the engine house 
in Schoharie. A preliminary 
meeting was held Tuesday 
night at Hotel Augustan in 
Cobleskill. It is expected that 
all bowling teams will begin 
playing the first week in Oc-
tober at the Cobleskill alleys.

Charles Way, well-known 
Central New York business 
man, has purchased the Amer-
ican Hotel and Sales Stable in 
the village of Cobleskill, for-
merly owned by F. J. Leedom.

45 Years Ago
September 24, 1980

About 150 students walked 
out of their classes at Rich-
mondville Central School 
Friday morning to protest 
the lack of sports and other 
extracurricular programs at 
the school. Carrying signs 
with the messages “we need 
sports” and “save our school” 
the students marched down 
Main Street, then congre-
gated on the school grounds. 
The walkout lasted about two 
hours.

WASHINGTON – Indi-
vidual states had the right 
to coin money from July 2, 
1776, the day independence 
from Great Britain was de-
clared, until the Constitution 
was ratified June 21, 1788.

Miss Edna Mereness host-
ed a dinner party Wednesday 
evening in honor of Sylvia 
Kniskern’s birthday. Those 
attending were Alfreda Gol-
dring, Edith Fancher, Char-
lotte Becker, and Irene Sny-
der.

The Red Devils girls ten-
nis team for the 1980-81 
season are Sue Mott, Andrea 
Markley, Angela Markley, 
Lisa Plum, Melissa Caywood, 
Kim English, Ann Stoffel, 
Debra Hileman, Lauren Bell-
court, Maureen Joyce, Tonia 
Heisert, Beth Harlow, and 
Karen Romain.

“Where the press is free 
and every man can read, all 
is safe.” –Thomas Jeffer-
son. “Newspapers are the 
world’s mirrors. Beware of 
any who dislikes the newspa-
per.” –James Ellis. (Milton V. 
Wright, Wright on the Line).

35 Years Ago
September 26, 1990

Community Hospital’s 
maternity ward officially 
reopened last Monday. Un-
officially, it reopened on 
Thursday, with the arrival of 
Matthew Christian Arnold. 
Matthew is the first baby born 
at the hospital since the ma-
ternity ward closed earlier this 
summer, then reopened last 
week.

Mankind will not only col-
onize the moon, but will colo-
nize Mars as well. That’s the 
prediction from former NASA 
astronaut Scott Carpenter, the 
keynote speaker for Coble-
skill College’s 75th anniver-
sary celebration on Saturday.

Two Cobleskill residents 
involved in town zoning 
will face each other in an as-
sessor’s race in November. 

Robert McFee, town zoning 
enforcement officer, is on the 
Democratic side of the ballot; 
John Dahl, who serves on the 
zoning board of appeals, is the 
Republican candidate.

MOSA has set a target 
date of October 1 to imple-
ment a recycling program 
throughout Schoharie Coun-
ty. Gilboa resident Stewart 
Mace, who serves as a Scho-
harie County representative to 
MOSA (Montgomery Otsego 
Schoharie Solid Waste Man-
agement Authority) told the 
Board of Supervisors on Fri-
day that the authority hopes to 
meet that target.

Cobleskill school board 
members have unanimously 
approved buying 122 acres of 
land just north of the village 
on Route 145 for a potential 
future site. School Superin-
tendent Samuel Shevat iden-
tified the parcel as the former 
Aker farm and said it was one 
of 15 sites originally studied 
by school district officials and 
one of the five sites recom-
mended for further review.

	
30 Years Ago

September 27, 1995 
November’s race for 

Schoharie County judge could 
be a no-contest if efforts to 
boot Democrat Mike Breen 
from the ballot are successful. 
Claiming Democrats’ nomi-
nating petition for Mr. Breen 
was improperly filed, attor-
ney Tom Spargo at 4:30 p.m. 
Friday filed a lawsuit in State 
Supreme Court to dump him 
from the ballot.

The village of Richmond-
ville can’t supply water to 
Warnerville, but Price Chop-
per can—at least temporarily. 
In the latest developments in 
Warnerville’s water crisis, the 
Cobleskill supermarket will 
deliver a truckload of drink-

ing water to the hamlet this 
morning.

Questions on pesticides 
and water dominated a hear-
ing Wednesday on Mike 
Lauder’s plans to rebuild and 
expand the abandoned Sharon 
Springs Golf Course. It was 
another chance for the public 
to comment on Mr. Lauder’s 
proposal to rebuild the nine-
hole course, closed in the 
1970s and later abandoned.

Democrats will be hard-
pressed to gain control of the 
Schoharie County Board of 
Supervisors in the November 
election. Already in the mi-
nority, Democrats must keep 
control of the seven towns 
they have now and pick up at 
least one more.

Navy Captain Mark Van 
Dyke was promoted to his 
current rank on August 28 in 
ceremonies at the headquar-
ters of United States Strategic 
Command, near Omaha, Ne-
braska. Captain Van Dyke is 
the son of Elizabeth M. Van 
Dyke and the late Arden A. 
Van Dyke of Middleburgh.

18 Years Ago
September 26, 2007

There were no takers when 
Reunion Power came to Rich-
mondville Thursday. Even the 
town, which took the heat for 
hosting the meeting with the 
would-be wind developers, 
had its skeptics: Councilman 
Roy Bilby wondered about 
the noise and fellow Coun-
cilman Larry Zaba said his 
mind’s not made up yet. 

Businessman Bob Strother 
is ready to lead Cobleskill’s 
Democratic ticket in Novem-
ber. Democrats nominated Mr. 
Strother for town supervisor 
Thursday night. Mr. Strother 
will face Roger Cohn, tabbed 
by Republicans last month.

Joe Luz is home for good 

after serving in Iraq, and his 
coworkers are glad he’s back. 
Doctors and staff at Cobleskill 
Regional Hospital and Bassett 
Healthcare treated the Scho-
harie physician to a combined 
birthday and welcome home 
reception at the hospital last 
Wednesday.

Junior Megan Rozumalski 
was dishing the passes out Fri-
day and the Knights were fin-
ishing them off as Middleburgh 
downed Sharon Springs 6–1 to 
make it a happy homecoming 
game. Rozumalski, a midfield-

er, ended the game with a goal 
but more importantly four as-
sists for the Knights, who im-
proved to 4–1.

Just before graduation 
two years ago, Schoharie 
High School senior Matthew 
Sheedy enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps. He needed just 
one class to fill his gradua-
tion requirements. On Friday 
morning, he received his high 
school diploma from high 
school Principal Stacey Bird-
sall and school board presi-
dent Chris Spies.

This photograph is from Dave Smith of Esperance. It shows the memorial service for Williams Jennings Bryant in 1925. 
Rev. Foster William Tayor, who served as an aid to Bryant in the Scopes Monkey Trial is seated at right. Rev. Taylor is 
Dave Smith’s grandfather.

Last week’s old photo drew some responses. Wendy Cook wrote us, “That’s Gallupville Evangelical Lutheran church in 
Gallupville, on Rte 443. It is still standing and is an active congregation. There is now an addition on the back.”

Support Services

Summit

SUMMIT SUPPORT SERVICES
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
BACON or SAUSAGE/EGG/CHEESE

$5.00
COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE AND JUICE
FROM 8-llAM OR UNTIL SOLD OUT AT

THE SUMMIT FIRE DEPARTMENT
ROUTE 10, SUMMIT

Email Pete.Lindemann@nyvtmedia.com with your 
history questions and/or comments.
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We ARE
Your

Destination
for Wine,

Liquor
and

Everything
in

between!

Hours:
Sun 12-5
Mon-Wed 9-8
Thurs-Sat 9-9

CELLAR
77

Price Chopper
Plaza,

Cobleskill

Looking 
Ahead

Shoppers who know a bargain
when they see one use the

Classifieds.
It’s easy to place an ad or find the
items you want, and it’s used by
area shoppers every day.

Classified Ad Deadline 
is 5:00 pm Thursday.

TIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNAL
108 Division St., Cobleskill

518-234-2515
Email: tjournalclassified@yahoo.com

Wise Shoppers
Look in the
Classifieds.

Dine Out for a Cause
Empire House, 136 Mar-

ion Avenue in Gilbertsville, 
is hosting a Dine Out for a 
Cause Day, with a percent-
age of the proceeds going to 
support Helios Care’s hospice 
and palliative care programs 
and services. Please call 607-
783-2859 for a reservation 
and mention you are dining 
out for a cause for Helios!

Every Thursday and Sun-
day for the month of Septem-
ber—25 and 28—from 4 to 
10:30 p.m.

Rummage Sale in Sharon 
Springs

The Sharon Springs Unit-
ed Methodist Church will 
have a rummage sale on Fri-
day, September 26, and Sat-
urday, September 27, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. 

On Saturday, starting at 
noon, there will be a bag sale.

Rummage donations may 
be left in the back lobby any 
time. The church is located 
on Route 20, across from the 
school.

Dine Out for a Cause
Origins Cafe, at 558 Bea-

ver Meadow Road in Cooper-
stown, is hosting a Dine Out 
for a Cause day on September 
26 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
5 to 8:30 p.m. A percentage of 
the proceeds will go to sup-
port Helios Care’s hospice 
and palliative care programs 
and services. 

NAMI Monthly Meeting
The Schoharie County af-

filiate of the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI), 
the nation’s largest grass-
roots organization for people 
with mental illness and their 
families, will be holding its 
monthly meeting on Tues-
day, September 30, from 1 to 
2 p.m. at 1455 State Route 7, 
upstairs in room 201.

 Founded in 1979, NA-
MI’s purpose is to serve as 
an alliance of local mutual 
support, advocacy, and self-
help groups dedicated to im-
proving the quality of life for 
people with serious mental 
illness. NAMI has affiliates in 
every state and in local com-
munities across the country 
that provide support to fam-
ily and friends of individuals 
with mental illness through 
affiliates across New York 
State. Become part of this 
great organization! For more 
information, email namischo-
harie@gmail.com.

Third Annual Arts Trail 
Driveabout

Schoharie County Arts 
(SCA) is busy preparing for 
the Schoharie County Arts 
Trail Driveabout, a self-guid-
ed tour of studios and other 
spaces where art is created, 
displayed, and sold. This an-
nual event will be held from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday, October 4 and 5, 
featuring work by dozens of 
local artists throughout Scho-
harie County and coinciding 
with the peak of fall foliage 
season.

For information, go to 
https://www.schohariecoun-
tyarts.org or https://www.
facebook.com/Schoharie-
CountyArtsNow.

Second Annual Chili Cook-
Off

The Summit Community 
Center will hold its second 
annual Cook-Off on Sun-
day, October 5, at the Char-
lotteville Schoolhouse, Main 
Street Charlotteville.

Cash prizes will be award-
ed for judges’ selection for 
first-, second-, and third-place 
winners. Judging starts at 
11a.m., and doors open to the 
public by noon.

Only 12 contestants will 
be allowed, so contestants 
should apply soon. For more 
information, call John at 518-
287-1185.	 Let’s see 
who comes away with the 

bucks and bragging rights this 
year.

Fall Foliage Ride & Fund-
raiser	

Red Barn Riders RC pres-
ents Little Chad’s Fall Foliage 
Ride & Fundraiser on Satur-
day, October 11. 10 a.m. to 
noon, kickstands up 12:15 
p.m. sharp. Sign up at The 
Milk Run, 3498 NY-145 in 
East Durham. Cost is a free-
will donation.

Fundraiser Benefit starts at 
3 p.m. at Locomotions Sports 
Bar, 136 Railroad Avenue 
in Cobleskill. DJed music, 
raffles, 50/50, with food and 
drinks available for purchase.

For more information, vis-
it redbarnriders.org.

Middleburgh Central 
School Alumni Event

The Middleburgh Cen-
tral School Alumni Associa-
tion will host school tours on 
Saturday, October 11 at 9:30 
a.m., 1 p.m., and 2:30 p.m. 
Those interested should meet 
in the gym lobby before one 
of the scheduled tour times. 
The original 1934 building 
has undergone multiple ren-
ovations and expansions to 
meet required standards and 
provide students with instruc-
tion necessary to compete in 
today’s world. While much 
has changed, there are still 
areas of the building that will 
bring back special memories 
for MCS alumni.

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
the MCS Alumni Association 
will display school memora-
bilia and have alumni cloth-
ing available in the gym lob-
by. Donated proceeds from 
the event will go toward the 
Alumni Award given at grad-
uation.

The next meeting of the 
Middleburgh Alumni Asso-
ciation will be November 20 
in the Middleburgh Public 
Library at 10:15 a.m. Future 
plans and projects will be 
discussed. All MCS Alumni 
and friends of Middleburgh 
Central School are invited to 
attend.

Esperance Museum Meet-
ing and Soup & Stroll 

Meet at the Esperance Mu-
seum at 123 Church Street, 
October 11, at 1 p.m. for the 
annual Soup & Stroll Historic 
Walking Tour. We will walk 
from there to view the streets 
of Esperance and their ties to 
Revolutionary War veterans 
and the veterans’ stories, in-
cluding Major General Steu-
ben, the drill master of the 
Revolution, and his two aids 
North and Walker, who were 
lifelong friends. Also, a tra-
ditional militia soldier and a 
soldier captured by the British 
and Indians. 

We will be accompanied 
by a soldier in period uniform 
and will finish our day sam-
pling homemade soup at the 
Methodist Church Education 
Building Tiffany Community 
Room on Main Street. This is 
a free event, although dona-
tions are appreciated to bene-
fit the museum.

Follow the Esperance His-
torical Museum on Facebook 
for more information.

If you have events that you’d like to see listed in 
“Looking Ahead,” email HB.Steadham@nyvtmedia.com.

In Brief 

Office for the 
Aging hands 
out additional 
coupon booklets

Office for the Aging has 
more Farmers’ Market Cou-
pon Booklets to hand out to 
those that are 60 and older 
and fall under the following 
income guidelines: 1-person 
household, $2,413/month; 
2-person household, $3,261/
month; 3-person household, 
$4,109/month.

Even if the qualifying per-

son received one set of cou-
pons, they can now receive a 
second set. This opportunity is 
first-come, first-serve until all 
of the booklets are gone or un-
til September 30—whichever 
comes first! Please keep in 
mind that all coupons must be 
used by November 30, 2025. 
For more information, call 
518-295-2001.

Exhange club 
of Cobleskill 
donates stuffed 
backpacks

Just in time for the start of 
the new school year, The Ex-
change Club of Cobleskill do-
nated 100 backpacks stuffed 

with school supplies for the 
incoming students at Ryder 
Elementary School.

Contributed photo
Bill Combs, Jr., John Dahl, and Gary Bywater (from left) 
brought backpacks to help CRCSD students.

Cobleskill 
Historical 
Society sponsors 
cemetery tour

Town of Cobleskill Histo-
rian Pete Lindemann spoke at 
the marker for Dr. Willis Goss 
MacDonald—whose statue 
graces Veterans Memorial 
Centre Park—on his tour of 
the Cobleskill Rural Ceme-
tery on the morning of Satur-

day, September 13. Sponsored 
by the Cobleskill Historical 
Society, Lindemann led 30 
historians on the tour that in-
cluded 20 stops—and 20 sto-
ries. 

Contributed photo
Historian and Times Jour-
nal Staff Pete Lindemann 
brought history to life in 
cemetery tour.
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Obituaries
Joanne
Elkan

Joanne G. Elkan from St.
Petersburg, Florida, formerly
from Cobleskill, passed away
on Sunday, July 15, 2018 at the
age of 90.

She was born on November
11, 1927 in Newark, Delaware
to Gates C. Gilmore and Ida
Campbell.

She attended Westtown
School in Pennsylvania and
then attended the Philadelphia
School of Ar t with focus in
Mechanical Drawing.

She met her  future hus-
band, John B. Elkan at the
Westtown School and married
on March 12, 1949.  They even-
tually moved to Fly Creek and
then bought a farm in Seward.
They had four children: Carol,
Michael, David and Joel.

Joanne’s interests were sew-
ing, gardening, ar t and knit-
t ing. She star ted Joanne’s
Knits and made custom Knit
i tems for  many folks in
Schoharie County as well as

par ticipating in the Schoharie
Stone For t Days as a vendor
and designer / producer  of
some of the Civil War reenact-
ment costumes as well as knit-
ting for the Iroquois Indian
M useum.  She was an avid
reader and encouraged her
children to read and to be the
best that they could be.

She and John loved to travel
and covered most of the

Uni ted States, including
Alaska. They also traveled to
Europe, visiting John’s family
home in Germany and cousins
in Switzerland.

She is sur vived by her chil-
dren, Carol (Ron) Ripple of St.
Petersburg, Florida, M ichael
(M ar yanne)  Elkan of East
Amherst, David (Karen) Elkan
of Kalispell, Montana and Joel
Elkan of Albany; grandchil-
dren, Dan Elkan, Katie Elkan
Hooper, Chris Franqui, Scott
Boer ner, Nikk i  Elkan and
Brandi Rieski. She had seven
great-grandchildren.

Memorial ser vices will be on
August 18 at M emorial Park
Funeral Home, 5750 49th Street
Nor th, St. Petersburg, Florida.

Visi t  www.M emor ial
parkfuneralhome.com to leave
condolences or memories for
the family.

In lieu of flowers, donations
in Joanne’s name to Marathon
for  a Better  Life (marathon
forabetterlife.org) or Cobleskill
Par tnership Inc. would be ap-
preciated.

Joanne Elkan

Kevin
McDermott

Kevin H. McDermott, 52, of
Windy Ridge Road,
M iddleburgh, found eternal
peace on Fr iday, August 3,
2018 sur rounded by his loving
family.

Born on October 28, 1965
in Schenectady to Linda (Por-
ter) and Donald McDermott,
Kevin attended Middleburgh
Central School, played football
there, graduated in 1984 and
then ear ned his Associate’s
Degree from SUNY
Morrisville.

A hard worker  and avid
outdoorsman, when not oper-
ating equipment with Local
158, Kevin was hunting his
prize in the woods, savoring
the sweet taste of his freshly
made maple syrup and loved
feeling the wind caress his
soul, cruising the road on his

motorcycle.
Life and time brought his

greatest loves and joy in the
gifts of his family and children,
whom he devoted himself to
unconditionally.

Kevin will be loved forever

in the hear ts of his high school
sweethear t, best fr iend and
wife, Brenda (Bouck)
McDermott, whom he married
on September 23, 1989; and his
children, Zanna M cDermott,
Ryleigh McDermott and Car ter
McDermott, all of Middleburgh;
his parents, Linda and Donald
McDermott of Huntersland; his
sister, Kimberly (James) Ryan
of Huntersland; and his nieces,
Taylor Ryan (Rob Todd) and
M organ (Cody) Botha, all of
Huntersland; along with an im-
measurable number of friends.

A celebration of Kevin’s life
will be held at noon on Satur-
day, August 11 at Coltrain Fu-
neral Home, LLC, 134 River
Street, M iddleburgh.  All are
invi ted to a visi tat ion wi th
Kevin’s family on Saturday from
10am-noon, prior to the celebra-
tion.

Those wishing to honor
Kevin’s memor y are asked to
donate to the Middleburgh Rod
&  Gun Club, PO Box 24,
Middleburgh, NY 12122.

Visi t  www.col trainfuneral
home.com to share online con-
dolences with Kevin’s family.

Kevin McDer mott

Bernice
Christman

Bernice E. Christman, 98,
formerly of Barner ville Road,
Howes Cave, died on Saturday,
August 4, 2018 at Cooperstown
Center for Nursing and Reha-
bilitation in Otsego, where she
had been a resident for the past
three years.

She was born on May 30,
1920 in Milford, and was the
daughter of Floyd and Ethel
(Wilson) Beach.

Bernice was a private seam-
stress, fashioning new clothes
and providing alterations for
more than 60 years.  She also
enjoyed plastic canvassing,
crocheting and camping with
her husband and family.

Bernice was predeceased
by her husband, Carlton, who
passed away October 4, 1996;
and a grandson, Schoen
Christman, who died Decem-
ber 17, 2014.

She was a member of the
former  Open Bible Baptist
Church, which is now the Val-
ley Bible Baptist Church.

Cher ishing many fond
memories are her daughter,
Linda Guer nsey (John
Schettine) of Howes Cave; her
son, Loren (Joanne) Christman
of Chester, South Carolina; five
grandchildren, 13 great-grand-
children, and six great-great-
grandchildren.

Family and friends are in-
vited to a period of visitation

on Thursday, August 9 to be
held from 6-8pm at Mereness-
Putnam Funeral Home, 171
Elm Street, Cobleskill.  A fu-
neral ser vice will be held at
10am on Friday, August 10 at
the Val ley Bible Baptist
Church, 745 Mineral Springs
Road, Coblesk i l l  wi th Rev.
Shawn Foster officiating.

Bur ial  wi l l  fol low at
Cobleskill Rural Cemeter y.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Valley Bible Baptist
Church, PO Box 127, Howes
Cave, NY 12092 or Schoharie
Val ley Al l iance, 2853 State
Route 145, Schohar ie, NY
12157.

Fur ther information and the
provision for  online condo-
lences may be found at
w w w. m er en essp u t n am
funeralhome.com.

Ber nice Christman

Joan
Winchell

Joan N. Winchell, 77, formerly
of East Worcester, died on Sun-
day, August 5, 2018 at A.O. Fox
Hospital. She had been a resi-
dent of Fox Nursing Home in
Oneonta.

She was born on July 28, 1941
in Oneonta and was the daugh-
ter of the late Rober t A. and
Mildred (Salisbur y) Winchell.

Joan was a teacher at the
Radez School in Richmondville
pr ior  to retir ing. She was a
member of the Richmondville
United Methodist Church, Se-
nior Citizens, the East Worces-
ter Fire Depar tment Auxiliar y,
where she also ser ved as Com-
missioner, Schoharie County
DAR, and the Schoharie County
Retired Teachers, where she
held various offices.

She is sur vived by two
daughters, Karen (Glenn)
Deuel of East Worcester and
Kimberly Taylor of Sarasota,
Florida; two grandchildren, E.
Mathew Voorhees of Syracuse
and Rachel Schaf fer of East
Worcester; a step-granddaugh-
ter, Kayla; four  step-great-
grandchildren; her  brother,
William Winchell of Oneida; and
her sister, Rober ta Winchell of
St. Louis, M issour i; several
nieces and nephews; and her
beloved friends, Helen Tiffany
and Betty Prentice. She is now

with her parents and her be-
loved cat, Kitten.

A graveside ser vice will be
held on Friday, August 10 at
3pm at the Maple Grove Cem-
eter y, Cook Street, Worcester,
with Rev. Nancy Hale officiat-
ing.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Animal Shelter
of Schoharie Valley, PO Box 40,
Howes Cave, NY 12092.

Ar rangements have been
entr usted to M ereness-
Putnam Funeral Home, 171
Elm Street, Cobleskill.

Fur ther information and the
provision for  online condo-
lences may be found at
w w w. m er en essp u t n am
funeralhome.com.

Joan Winchell

Vicki Hicks
Vicki L. Hicks, 60, of Shad

Point Road, Cobleskill, died
Friday, July 27, 2018 at the Al-
bany Medical Center after a
brief illness.

Vick i  was bor n June 19,
1958 in Cobleskill, a daughter
of I van Becker  and Nancy
(O’Brien) Winnie.

She attended Coblesk i l l
High School and later, married
Donald R. Hicks on December
6, 1975.

She enjoyed the beauty in
her  flowers, the nature of
Hummingbirds, traveling the
countr yside taking trips and
she also cherished her border
collie Bella.

Vicki was an avid bowler and
was inducted into the
Schohar ie County Bowling
Hall of Fame in 2006 and was
an “All Star” several times for
her bowling average.

She was the first female in
Schoharie County to bowl a
per fect 300 game but her true
passion was working with the
junior bowling leagues on Sat-
urdays. She loved to help teach
children how to bowl. On Sat-
urdays for over 30 years from
September to April she would
be at the alley’s doing what
she loved. She enjoyed not
only working with the children
but also getting to know their
families which felt like her own
family.

Special thanks to Shir ley
Foland and family for always
being there.

Sur vivors include her hus-
band, Donald; her three chil-
dren, Jason M. (Jennifer Ann)
Hicks of Cobleskill, Jennifer L.
(Donald F. Terpening) Hicks
of Cobleskill and Jef frey R.
(April Cole) Hicks of Carlisle;
five grandchildren, Dylan M.
Hicks, RJ Terpening, M at-
thew Terpening, Trent Leslie
and Blake Leslie; her father,
Ivan Becker and his wife Bar-
bara of Richmondville; and her
mother, Nancy Winnie of
Hyndsvi l le; her  sibl ings,
Noreen (David)  Becker  of
Angleton, Texas, Thomas
(Amy) Becker and Laverne J.
Winnie both of Richmondville;
along with several nieces and
nephews.

A Celebration of Vicki’s life
will be held on Saturday, Au-
gust 11 at the Cobleskill Bowl-
ing Center from 1-6pm.

M emor ial  contr ibut ions
may be made in memor y of
Vicki to Marathon For A Bet-
ter  Li fe, PO Box 268
Warner ville, NY 12187.

The Rober t A. Guffin Fu-
neral Home of Cobleskill and
the Langan Funeral Home of
Schoharie area are assisting
the Hick’s family.

Visi t  www.guf finfuneral
home.com to leave a special
message for Vicki’s family.

Dean
Moyster

Dean Edward Moyster, 60,
of Pensacola, Florida passed
away Saturday, August 4, 2018.

M r. M oyster  was bor n in
Cobleskill and was living in
Pensacola, Florida.

No ser vices have been
scheduled at this time.

PARK  THEATRE
COBLESKILL, N.Y. • 518-234-2771 • www.parktheatre.net

Aug. 10 - 16

 Adults $7.00        Children $5.00

MAMMA MIA!

FRI. & SAT. 7 & 9:00PM; SUN.-THURS. ONE SHOW 7:30PM
Closed on Mondays

PG13HERE WE GO AGAIN!

HERITAGE MEMORIALS
MONUMENTS • MARKERS • ENGRAVING • CUSTOM DESIGNS

• CLEANING
 Specializing in In-Home Counseling • Call for an Appointment
DUANESBURG, NY 12056      PHONE: (518) 875-9294

“Family Memorials with Personal Service” Jerry Waddell

Solving Problems for Families and Business
Since 1975

Michael L. Breen
Attorney

& Counselor at Law
• Real Estate • Wills

• Trusts • Estate Planning
• Contracts • Adoption • Divorce

• Commercial Litigation
• Real Estate Litigation

• Probate and Estate Litigation

518-827-4320
109 Railroad Avenue, Middleburgh, NY

email: breenlaw@midtel.net    Fax 518-827-7381

Paver Patios
Block Retaining Walls

Light Excavating • Drainage
New Fence Installation (vinyl or wood)

Spring Clean-up/Thatching
Lawn Care/Weekly Mowing

New Lawns Installed ~ Seed-Sod

jasonsaddlemire@yahoo.com
Schoharie, NY

Residential
& Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured

 Professional Lawn Care

518-295-6116

GLOVERSVILLE
(518) 725-2012

CHERRY VALLEY
(607) 264-8201

www.cvmemorials.com

• Monuments 
• Markers
• Cremation
• Memorials
• Lettering
• Restoration

Someone You Can Count On 
When It Counts

Call today for more information:

Eric Efthimiou, Agent
(607) 432-5053
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Insurance Solutions for PR
OVOST BROS. INC.

518-868-2126 • SLOANSVILLE, NEW YORK

Since     1912

N.Y.S. DEC CERTIFIED VISA/MasterCard

• Expert Well & Pump
• Sales & Service

    • 4th Generation

• Gould & Sta-Rite
Pump Dealer

• Year Round Service

Our 106th Year

Help us help you...
We love your news and ads, and
here’s when we need them:
10am Monday

for most press
releases, social
news, Looking
Ahead, Librar y
News, letters to
the editor, and
cor respondence.

10am Tuesday for ever ything else,
including spor ts and obituaries.

4pm Fr iday for real estate, auto
and Ar ts &   Enter tainment ads.

4pm Monday for ever ything else,
including legals and classified ads.

SUPPORT

YOUR

 LOCAL

NEWSPAPER.

TIMES-JOURNAL

108 Division St., Cobleskill
(518) 234-2515

www.schohariechamber.com



6 Times Journal, September 25, 2025 www.NYVTmedia.com



Times Journal, September 25, 2025 7www.NYVTmedia.com

Experience the creativity of local artists 
& artisans on this self-guided tour! Maps 
will be available in print and online at 
www.schohariecountyarts.org
FB/Instagram:SchoharieCountyArtsNow

Above: Retreating Day by Elizabeth Apgar-Smith. Right: 
Weaving, Golden Fleece Guild;  Lithograph in progress,  
Amy Silberkleit; Collage, Kathy Catlin; Floral Wreath detail, 
Maria Lange.

SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL
INSURANCE
COMPANY.

 CHRISTY GILLESPIE-QUINN 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

Ready to buy or sell property in our market? 
CONTACT ME: 

518.231.4526 

753 E MAIN STREET, COBLESKILL, NY 

8319 State Route 5 • Little Falls, NY 13365
315-823-2760 • www.zambrismotorsports.com

Your ultimate 
destination for     
                           ATVs, 
Side-By-Sides and 
Snowmobiles RUN DATES 9/18 EVERY WEEKRUN DATES 9/18 EVERY WEEK

Unleash Adventure with

PROVOST BROS. INC.

518-868-2126 • SLOANSVILLE, NEW YORK

Since     1912

N.Y.S. DEC CERTIFIED VISA/MasterCard

• Expert Well & Pump
• Sales & Service

    • 4th Generation

• Gould & Sta-Rite
Pump Dealer

• Year Round Service

Our 113th Year

Arts &
Entertainment

Old Stone Fort Museum 
hosts 3rd Annual Fall 
Festival 

SCHOHARIE – The Old 
Stone Fort Museum will host 
its 3rd Annual Fall Festival 
on Saturday, October 4, from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. This all-day 
event will feature live music, 
local food and beverages, craft 
vendors, and special programs 
throughout the historic muse-
um campus in Schoharie.

The musical lineup will 
keep the grounds lively from 
morning through evening, 
with Northern Borne per-
forming from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Hilltown Ramblers per-
forming from 1 to 4 p.m., and 
Black Mountain Symphony 
finishing the day from 4 to 7 
p.m.

Guests can savor a wide 
range of food and drink op-
tions. Food offerings include 
Cousins Maine Lobster and 
Sass Squash to name a few, 
while adult beverages will be 
served by regional favorites 
Serious Brewing, Dugan Hill 
Farm, and Helderberg Mead-
works.

In addition to music and 
food, several of the museum’s 

historic buildings will be open 
to the public, some featuring 
living history demonstrations 
throughout the day. Visitors 
can also explore the special 
quilt exhibition, “250 Years 
of Quilts and the Stories They 
Tell,” presented by the Peace-
able Day Quilt Guild and the 
Schoharie Valley Piecemakers 
Quilt Guild, displayed across 
the museum campus. 

A large variety of lo-
cal craft vendors will round 
out the festival atmosphere, 
offering unique handmade 
items.	

The Fall Festival has 
quickly become a Schoharie 

tradition, blending history, 
community, and entertainment 
in the beautiful setting of the 
Old Stone Fort Museum, 145 
Fort Road, Schoharie. Admis-
sion is $10 for adults and no 
charge for children under the 
age of 18. Proceeds from the 
event benefit the Schoharie 
County Historical Society, 
helping to preserve Schoharie 
County’s history.

On-site parking is avail-
able for free...while it lasts. 
For more information, please 
visit www.theoldstonefort.org 
or visit the event Facebook 
page.

Sharon Springs Poetry 
Festival in its ninth year

Sharon Springs, NY – 
Klinkhart Hall is pleased to 
announce the ninth annual 
Sharon Springs Poetry Fes-
tival, which will be held on 
Friday, October 17, and Sat-
urday, October 18. This year’s 
festival welcomes acclaimed 
poets Timothy Donnelly, Jana 
Prikryl, Nicole Sealey, and 
festival founder Paul Mul-
doon for a weekend of read-
ings, workshops, and discus-
sion, celebrating the enduring 
importance of poetry in our 
cultural and civic life.

“From the outset, the 
Sharon Springs Poetry Festi-
val has aimed to provide the 
region with direct access to 
poets of international stand-
ing, creating opportunities for 
both students and adult partic-
ipants to engage with world-
class talent and deepen their 
appreciation of poetry,” said 
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
Paul Muldoon, founder of the 
festival. “This year contin-
ues that approach with public 
readings, adult workshops, a 
panel titled Poetry and Public 
Life, and programs for stu-
dents across the region.”

The festival will open on 
Friday, October 17, at 7:30 
p.m. with a public reading at 
the Sharon Springs Central 
School Auditorium. Donnel-
ly, Prikryl, and Sealey will 
present selections from their 
work in an evening that high-
lights the diversity and power 
of today’s poetry. Following 
the reading, audience mem-

bers will have the opportunity 
to meet the poets, purchase 
signed copies of their books, 
and engage with fellow poetry 
enthusiasts.

On Saturday morning, Oc-
tober 18, from 10 a.m. to noon, 
the poets will lead in-person 
workshops for adult members 
of the community at locations 
in Sharon Springs. Donnelly, 
Prikryl, Sealey, and Muldoon 
will each conduct a workshop, 
which is free and open to par-
ticipants 18 and older. Ad-
vance registration is required, 
and each session is limited to 
eight participants. Registrants 
must submit a poem of their 
own composition in advance 
to share and discuss. Space 
is limited to one workshop 
per person. These workshops 

provide a rare opportunity 
for community members to 
develop their craft under the 
guidance of nationally recog-
nized poets. Participants will 
be contacted in advance of the 
workshops with more details. 
Register at www.Klinkhar-
tHall.org/sharon-springs-po-
etry-festival-2025.

The festival will contin-
ue on Saturday afternoon at 
2 p.m. with a panel discus-
sion, Poetry and Public Life, 
at 204 Main Bistro in Sharon 
Springs. Donnelly, Prikryl, 
Sealey, and Muldoon will dis-
cuss the ways in which poetry 
shapes civic discourse, fosters 
dialogue, and contributes to 
the vitality of society.

As part of its ongoing 
commitment to education, 
the Sharon Springs Poetry 
Festival will once again in-
clude poetry workshops for 
area students. Sharon Springs 
Central School will host and 
coordinate this special pro-
gram, welcoming students 
from Sharon Springs, Canajo-
harie, Cooperstown, Oppen-
heim-Ephratah-St.Johnsville. 
Conducted by Muldoon and 
the guest poets, these sessions 
are not open to the public, 
but remain a central part of 
the festival’s mission—to in-
spire young voices and affirm 
the importance of the arts in 
schools and communities.

For more information and 
updates please visit www.
KlinkhartHall.org.

Photo from paulmuldoonpoetry.com
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
and Sharon Springs Poetry 
Festival founder Paul Mul-
doon will conduct poetry 
workshops.

Sharon Springs’ Last 
Resort

By Snow Steadham, 
Times Journal Staff

SHARON SPRINGS – A 
new documentary web series 
is coming to YouTube that 
was filmed in our very own 
Schoharie County. 

The show—“Sharon 
Springs’ Last Resort”—cen-
ters around the dilapidated 
“Pavilion,” a resort in Sharon 
Springs that was purchased in 
2023 by Nick Drummond and 
his husband, Patrick Bakker, 
using their life savings...plus 
some. 

Originally a large hotel 
complex dating back to the 
1830s, all that remains is one 
building—the Pavilion Cot-
tages. And it’s not in great 
shape.

About a week ago, the 
project underwent a “lifesav-
ing operation” to replace the 
roof, which was falling in. 
As they removed gutters, the 
fascia and the soffit—“the 
whole kit-and-caboodle,” as 
new owner and web series 
regular Drummond says—fell 
off. They found that thirty of 
the rafters had rotted and/or 
snapped, and they had to re-
place every single beam; addi-
tionally, every framing rafter 
was scissored and reinforced. 

“There’s no guidebook to 
save an abandoned resort,” 
Drummond said of the pro-
cess of reviving the Pavilion 
Cottages, “so we’re sort of 
making it up as we go along.”

And they’re capturing it 
on film.

Drummond has plans 
to turn the property into an 
LGBT+ and ally-friendly 
resort with hiking trails, a 
restaurant, and many more 
amenities. “When you look 
at KOA camping demograph-
ics, the LGBT+ community 
travels further, stays longer, 
and spends more money,” he 
said, and he’d like to see those 
benefits play out in Sharon 
Springs—and in a return on 
his investment.

“I broke my number one 
rule in life,” Drummond said. 
“Don’t buy something you 
can’t afford or maintain. But 
we did, because no one else 
would!” He went on to add a 
quote from Oscar Wilde, who 
happened to stay and give a 

lecture at the Pavilion Cottag-
es: “Anyone who lives with-
in their means suffers from a 
lack of imagination.”

Imagination is definitely 
not something Drummond 
is lacking. “The thing I love 
about this property,” he said, 
“is this amazing history of 
reclamation. The Pavilion 
started with serving wealthy 
people, then the Jewish pop-
ulation became the focus, 
and now we’re looking at the 
LGBT+ community.”

However, according to 
Drummond (who is currently 
the only investor, along with 
his husband), “We can’t afford 
to do this alone.” Which is, 
in part, where the docuseries 
comes in. 

“We’re hoping the series 
will generate attention—and 

income,” Drummond said. 
In addition to setting up the 
YouTube channel, he’s also 
set up an account on Patreon, 
an online platform in which 
creators can engage with their 
community and earn money 
for projects; he’s crossing his 
fingers that his audience will 
be interested in helping create 
this haven of inclusivity and 
safety.

The first episode of the 
series airs on YouTube Sep-
tember 28, with a pre-release 
of the second episode on their 
Patreon. To watch the show 
and get more information 
about the series and/or Pa-
vilion Cottages, subscribe to 
“Sharon Springs’ Last Resort” 
on YouTube.

Contributed photo
This rendering shows a view of the future.

Contributed photo
The current Pavilion Cottages is overgrown but under ren-
ovation.

Contributed photo
Pavilion Cottages of the past.
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SportsSports
#SOCCERGOALS
SUNY Cobleskill Women’s 
Soccer

The SUNY Cobleskill 
women’s soccer team dropped 
a 2–0 decision to Hilbert Col-
lege in their home opener on 
Saturday, September 20, at 
the Fighting Tiger Soccer/La-
crosse Complex.

The Hawks struck early, 
finding the back of the net in 
the third minute to go up 1–0. 

Despite the quick setback, the 
Fighting Tigers settled in and 
created a few half-chances go-
ing forward, but couldn’t con-
nect on the final pass in the 
attacking third. Sophomore 
goalkeeper Samantha Ro-
tundo (New Egypt, NJ) kept 
Cobleskill in the match with 
several strong saves and time-
ly challenges, finishing the 
opening half with five stops 
as the Tigers trailed just 1–0 
at the break.

Hilbert doubled their lead 
in the 50th minute, capitaliz-
ing on a through ball that put 
them in on goal. Just eight 
minutes later, the momentum 
shifted further when Emma 
Grant was shown a red card, 
leaving the Tigers to play 
down a player for the remain-
der of the match. First-year 
goalkeeper Samantha Fausti 
(Clayton, WA) came on in the 
second half and recorded four 
saves to keep the Tigers with-
in striking distance.

Grant registered Coble-
skill’s lone shot of the after-
noon, while Jessica Carney 
(Hopkinton, NH) provided 
energy in the midfield and 
battled to disrupt Hilbert’s 
possession throughout the 
game.

Hilbert finished with a 
22–1 advantage in shots, in-
cluding 12 on target.

SUNY Cobleskill Men’s 
Soccer

On Thursday, Septem-
ber 18, the SUNY Cobleskill 
men’s soccer team put to-
gether one of their strongest 
attacking performances of the 
season but couldn’t find the 
finishing touch, battling to a 
0–0 draw with Word of Life 
on Thursday evening at the 
Soccer/Lacrosse Complex.

The Tigers fired a sea-
son-high 23 shots, with Spen-
cer Reisman (Youngstown) 
and Joshua Sanchez (Bronx,) 
leading the way with four 
apiece. Reisman put two of 
his attempts on frame, while 
Sanchez tested the keep-
er once. Connor Fancher 
(Worcester) added three shots, 
two on target, and first-year 
Gavin McEnroe (Burlington 
Flats) and Saro Karageozian 
(Colonie) each tallied a shot 
on goal.

In net, juniors Joe Wille 
(Gilboa) and Adam Champlin 
(South Kortright) split time, 
with Wille playing the first 
half and Champlin recording 
one save after the break.

Cobleskill’s attack gen-
erated their best chances of 
the season, finishing with 
23 shots and 21 corner kicks 
while forcing the Word of Life 
goalkeeper into seven saves 
and several key interceptions. 
Defensively, the Tigers held 
firm, conceding just two total 
shots and only one on target.

The Tigers came close to 
breaking through in the open-
ing half when Sanchez’s early 
corner kick caused trouble in 

the box, but the visitors man-
aged to clear. In the 31st min-
ute McEnroe fired an attempt, 
only for it saved. The best 
chance of the half came at the 
end of the half when Reisman 
led a counterattack and ap-
peared to be in on goal, but a 
last-second tackle denied him, 
sending the teams into half-
time scoreless.

Cobleskill kept up the 

pressure after the break, out-
shooting Word of Life 16–2 
in the second half. Just six 
minutes in, Fancher slipped 
behind the defense and ripped 
a shot toward the near post, 
only to see it rattle off the 
woodwork. The visitors’ only 
chance came in the 67th min-
ute when Champlin smoth-
ered their lone shot on target. 
The Tigers continued to push 
numbers forward and create 
opportunities, but the decisive 
goal never came as the match 
ended in a 0–0 draw.

Then, on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, the SUNY Co-
bleskill men’s soccer team 
secured a thrilling 2–1 home 
victory over Keystone College 
at the Fighting Tiger Soccer/
Lacrosse Complex, capped off 
by a late game-winner from 
freshman Gavin McEnroe 
(Burlington Flats).

The Fighting Tigers con-
trolled the pace throughout, 
holding a commanding 20–4 
advantage in total shots, in-
cluding an 11–2 edge on goal, 
while also generating 12 cor-
ner kicks compared to Key-
stone’s four.

Keystone struck first, cap-
italizing on a through ball 
to take an early 1–0 lead. 
Cobleskill responded quick-
ly, however, when senior 
forward Spencer Reisman 
(Youngstown) delivered an 
equalizer on a free kick from 
30 yards out, bending the ball 
around the keeper into the up-
per right corner to level the 
match at 1–1 heading into 
halftime.

Cobleskill continued to 
push in the second half, with 
chances from Reisman, Gar-
rett Aikins (Morris), and de-
fender Andrew Rimes all de-
nied during a flurry of shots 
early in the half. The break-
through came in the 85th 
minute when Reisman served 
a pinpoint cross into the box, 
where McEnroe rose up and 
buried a header to the far post 
for his team-leading third goal 
of the season, sealing the 2–1 
victory.

Reisman led the attack 
with a goal, an assist, and a 
season-high nine shots, while 
McEnroe tallied the decisive 
strike. Junior forward Connor 
Fancher (Worcester) added 
four shots, three on target, 
and Rimes contributed two 
more efforts on frame. Junior 
goalkeeper Joe Wille (Gilboa) 
anchored the defense with a 
steady performance and one 
save.

Up next: The Fighting Ti-
gers improve to 2–3–1 overall 
and return to action on Satur-
day, September 27, when they 
travel to Maine to face UM–
Farmington in North Atlantic 
Conference play with kickoff 
set for 3:30 p.m.

The Schoharie Storm Girls’ 
Soccer

The Schoharie Storm 
Girls’ Soccer team stomped 

the Fonda-Fultonville Valley 
Hawks 8–1 in their September 
15 home game. Even at half-
time, Schoharie had a com-
manding lead, 5–1. 

For the Storm, Evelyn 
Messner scored five goals, 
Alaina Martin scored two 
goals, Briana Repscher scored 
one goal and two assists, Tra-
cy Baez had one assist, Sky-
lar Griffin made two saves, 
and Julianna Slater made one 
save.

For the Valley Hawks, 
Mallorie Monk scored one 
goal and Grace Furnare made 
an impressive 17 saves.

On Wednesday, September 
17, the Storm continued their 
staggering winning streak, 
beating the Mekeel Christian 
Academy Lions 10–0.

For the Storm, Evelyn 
Messner and Alayna Messner 
each scored three goals and 
one assist; Allie Smith, Alaina 
Martin, Briana Repscher, and 
Olivia Borst each scored one 
goal; Bella Repscher and 
Lauren Kenny each had one 
assist; and Juliana Slater and 
Skylar Griffin each made one 
save.

For the Lions, Grace Mar-
shall stood out with 24 saves.

The Storm went on to score 
a hat trick with their third win 
in less than a week on Friday, 
September 19, when they de-
feated the Canajoharie-Fort 

Plain Cougars 11–0.
For the Storm, Evelyn 

Messner scored four goals 
and two assists; Alayna Mess-
ner scored two goals; Alaina 
Martin scored one goal and 
one assist; Briana Repscher, 
Skylar Griffin, Kayla Hayes, 
and Allie Smith each scored 
one goal; Bella Repscher had 
one assist; and Julianna Slater 
made two saves.

Notable players for the 
Cougars included Hailey 
Hayes with seven saves and 
Breyanna Gilot with five 
saves.

The Schoharie Storm Boys’ 
Soccer

The Schoharie Storm 
Boys’ Soccer team traveled 
to Fonda-Fultonville for a 
key early-season WAC match 
up Monday night. The teams 
battled early on as the home 
team, the Valley Hawks, re-
peatedly turned away the 
Storm attack. Fonda’s goal-
keeper Alex Pullen-Castillo 
made several incredible saves 
to help his team as well. Final-
ly, midway through the first 
half, Aiden McGough tallied 
for the visiting Storm off a 
deflected header to take a 1–0 
lead. 

Fonda-Fultonville came 
out in the second half show-
ing that they would not give 
up and earned a beautiful 
through ball that Tanner Sadel 
collected and beat the storm 
goalkeeper to tie the game! 
That goal seemed to ignite the 
Storm, who then scored six 
unanswered goals, as their at-
tack proved too much for the 
Hawks. Max Kenny would 
have a hat trick on the eve-
ning, beginning with a header 
from a Ben Bengtson corner 
kick. Bengtson would also as-
sist freshman Ben Borst’s first 
varsity goal; Caleb Cain and 
RJ Smith also scored for the 
Storm. 

Tucker Hernigle had a 
great game for Fonda as he 
demonstrated skill and talent 

and a never-give-up attitude. 
Alex Wray made five saves 
on six shots for Schoharie and 
commanded his defense well. 
Corners were similar at 3–2 
but in favor of the Storm. 

Final score: Schoharie 7, 
Fonda-Fultonville 1.

In a well contested match 
on Wednesday, September 17, 
the Mekeel Christian Acade-
my Lions hosted the Schoha-
rie Storm Boys’ Soccer team 
for a WAC contest. Schoharie 
found the net early on a Max 
Kenny long ball that slipped 
past the hands of the goalkeep-
er. Mekeel would hold strong 
and battle back and forth 
with the Storm for the rest of 
the half. Then, in the waning 
seconds of the half, RJ Smith 
placed a corner kick with the 
right bounce and spin to fool 
both teams and the goalkeeper 
to find the net! The score was 
2–0, Schoharie, at the half. 

The second half opened 
with physical play as both 
teams wanted the next goal. 
This led to a foul inside the 
box and Schoharie’s Smith 
would tally for his second 
goal of the game. The Storm 
would score one more on a set 
piece that bounced inside the 
box, where Sebastion Clem-
ente made it 4–0, Storm. The 
Lions had masterful perfor-
mances from Jadin Zoeller 
and Isaac Olupitan in the 

contest. Storm goalkeeper 
Alex Wray marked his second 
clean sheet for the year, need-
ing only two saves.

Then, on Friday, Septem-
ber 19, the Canajoharie-Ft. 
Plain Cougars visited Scho-
harie for what would be an 
incredible match between the 
two WAC teams. For every at-
tack, there was a defense, for 

every pass there was cover-
age, for every shot there was 
a  save, including a few high 
quality saves from Canjo-Ft. 
Plain keeper Trent Lozier, 
who would end up with 10 
saves on the evening to help 
give his team a chance against 
the continuous Storm attack. 
In doing so, Canjo-Ft. Plain 
created their own attacks 
through long balls to their 
speedy forward, Silas Smith. 
But Schoharie centerback and 
captain, Max Kenny, was up 
to each of those challenges 
with speed of his own.

 Back and forth the teams 
went, both sensing a potential 
victory and the physical play 
increased accordingly. It was 
with just over eight minutes 
remaining in the contest that 
Schoharie’s Ben Bengtson 
placed a corner kick in the 
perfect spot for Nolan Fretto 
to head the ball into the net 
for the game’s only goal. Can-
jo-Ft. Plain would not quit, 
and the Schoharie defense 
would need to work hard to 
maintain the lead. 

Time ran out, and the 
Schoharie Storm secured the 
win, 1–0. Corner kicks were 
3–2 in favor of Schoharie and 
the turning point of the game.

Sharon Springs Spartans 
Girls’ Soccer

The Sharon Springs Spar-
tans Girls’ Soccer team won 
3–0 on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 16, over the Cherry Val-
ley-Springfield Patriots. The 
Spartans’ Zarie Barbic had 
a hat trick with assists from 
Yasmin Issa, Maya Korona, 
and Peyton Barbic. 

Ava Jump had the shutout 
in goal. 

Sharon Springs Spartans 
Boys’ Soccer

The Cherry Valley-Spring-
field Patriots Boys’ Soccer 
team defeated the Sharon 
Springs Spartans 3–2 on 
Tuesday, September 16, in 
a night game at Cherry Val-
ley-Springfield. Yoni M, 
Heath Barrone, and Graham 
Barrone scored the goals for 
the Patriots, while Tyler Lyon 
of the Spartans scored two 
goals off two Elijah Lasky as-
sists.

Middleburgh Knights Boys’ 
Soccer

The Middleburgh Knights 
boys’ soccer team had a pretty 
good run last week.

On Monday, Septem-
ber 15, they faced the May-
field Panthers at home. The 
Knights jumped out to a 2–0 
lead on goals by Jakob Lloyd 
and Liam Delaney. Guillermo 
Martinez had an assist.

But by halftime the Pan-
thers had come back to knot 
the score, and that’s how the 
game ended, after 100 min-
utes of play, in a 2–2 tie. 
Goalie Robbie Narzymski had 
eight saves.

Last Wednesday the 
Knights went on the road to 
face the Galway Golden Ea-
gles. Middleburgh led 3–0 at 
the half and ended up with a 
4–1 win.

Against Galway, Martinez 
had two goals, Lloyd and Trey 
Ruise each added one.

Then on Friday, against 
Notre Dame-Bishop Gib-
bons, Middleburgh got off to a 
rocky start. Thew Knights fell 
behind 1–0 but battled back to 
make it 2–1 at the half. The 
Knights scored two more in 
the second stanza, to make it 
a 4–1 final. 

In the match Narzymski 
had two goals, Martinez and 
Ruise had one goal, and Llyod 
had one assist. Lloyd hosted 
Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons 
and came away with another 
win, by the same 4–1 score, 
capping off a two-win, one-tie 
week.

Middleburgh boys’ soc-
cer now has a record of three 
wins, one loss, and one tie in 
the Western Athletic Confer-
ence. They are in sixth place 
in the 14-team WAC.

Photo by Pete Lindemann
Middleburgh’s Liam Del-
aney is surrounded by Pan-
thers in September 15’s 
game against Mayfield. 

Contributed photo
Amanda Rice of Cobleskill put in a challenge against Hil-
bert in the Tigers’ home opener.

Contributed photo
SUNY Cobleskill’s Spencer Reisman dribbles through three 
defenders on September 18.

TEAM OF THE WEEK
The Times Journal Team 

of the Week for September 25 
is the Schoharie Storm girls’ 
soccer team.

Coached for close to 30 
years by Tammy Drinon, this 
year’s team is on fire so far; 
undefeated in league play and 
only suffering one loss of non-
league play to Lake George. 
Last year the Storm made it 
all the way to semis, only fall-
ing to Stillwater...which was 
the team that ended up win-
ning it all.

So what’s their goal for 
this year?

“Win sectionals,” player 
Alaina Martin, one of five se-
niors captains, said.

“Class C is loaded with 
talent this year,” Coach Dri-
non warned of other teams in 
this year’s league.

But the girls aren’t daunt-
ed.

“We’re really good at scor-
ing goals,” Martin said.

“We win by, like, ten 
points,” said senior Juju Slat-
er, another of the team’s cap-
tains.

“We’re really lucky be-
cause we have so many un-
derclassmen, and every one 
can score,” senior and captain 
Bri Repscher said.

In fact, eight of the 17 
members of the team are un-
derclassmen: Stacy Baez, 
Peyton Hahn, Chloe Porter, 
and Kayla Hayes are sopho-
mores; Lauren Kenny and Ev-

elyn Messner are freshmen; 
and two middle schoolers—
eighth grader Bella Repscher 
and seventh grader Alayna 
Messner—round out the ros-
ter that supports juniors Sky-
lar Griffin, Alina Dietz, Tracy 
Baez, and Allie Smith, and 
seniors Olivia Borst and Gre-
ta Schweigard (who complete 
the captaincy).

So, what is the Storm girls’ 
soccer team’s secret of suc-
cess?

“Our bond,” Martin said.
And boy, do they bond. 
“Pasta dinners!” someone 

shouted.
“Braiding hair!” another 

added.
“Team sleepovers!” said a 

third.
“The girls have a set of 

songs they sing on the bus 
to every away game,” Coach 
Drinon said, listing perennial 

favorites like “Lean On Me” 
and “Buttercup.”

And let’s not forget the 
team “bear,” which, apparent-
ly, is a longhorn cow this year, 
that goes to the best player of 
the game.

“The girls put in a lot of 
time outside the season,” 
Coach Drinon said.

The girls have an addi-
tional secret of their success. 
“Coach works hard to make 
us better—as players and hu-
mans.”

The Schoharie Storm girls’ 
soccer team has their next 
home match on September 29 
at 7 p.m. vs. Galway.

If you have a team you’d 
like to nominate for the Times 
Journal Team of the Week, 
email HB.Steadham@nyvt-
media.com.

Photo by HB Steadham
Coach Tammy Drinon sets the Schoharie Storm soccer girls 
on the path to success.
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SportsSports
BUMP, SET, SPIKE
SUNY Cobleskill Women’s 
Volleyball

The SUNY Cobleskill 
women’s volleyball team hit 
the road Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, for a non-confer-
ence matchup against Russell 
Sage, where the Fighting Ti-
gers battled through extend-
ed rallies and several late-set 
pushes but ultimately came 
up short, dropping the match 
3–0 to the Gators.

Kathleen Smart (Nash-
ville, TN) paced the Fighting 
Tigers with six kills and sev-
en digs, while Baylee Kirsch-
berg (Lindenhurst) ran the 
offense with 13 assists and 
added six digs. Emma Hinze 
(Altenburg, MO) turned in an 
efficient performance with six 
kills on a .500 hitting percent-
age to go with four digs and 
an ace. Audrey Davis (Hud-
son Falls) chipped in four 
kills to round out the attack.

Cobleskill’s defense kept 
them in long rallies, finishing 
with a 36–34 edge in digs, 
but the Gators controlled the 
net with advantages in kills 
(31–19), assists (30–19), and 
aces (11–5).

The opening set saw Sage 
jump out to a 9–2 lead before 
Cobleskill steadied, pulling 
within 11–6 after a Hinze kill 

off a Kirschberg set. The mo-
mentum didn’t last, however, 
as the Gators used a 10–1 
closing run to secure a 25–10 
win.

In set two, Cobleskill re-
sponded with stronger play 
at the net. After falling be-
hind 14–6, the Tigers used a 
6–1 run highlighted by kills 
from Smart and Hinze and a 
Kirschberg ace to close the 
gap to 19–18. Despite the 

rally, Sage strung together 
a late surge to take the set 
25–18.

The third set followed a 
similar script. The Gators 
opened up a 10–3 lead, but 
the Tigers battled back behind 
a 3–0 run capped by a Smart 
kill to make it 17–14. Coble-
skill later pulled within 21–18 
after another Smart kill, but 
Sage held on for the 25–21 
win to close out the match.

The Schoharie Storm Girls’ 
Volleyball

On their Monday, Septem-
ber 15, home game, the Scho-
harie Storm Girls’ Volleyball 
team beat the Coxsackie-Ath-
ens River Hawks three sets to 
one, bringing Schoharie to 3–0 
in league play and 5–0 overall. 
The set scores were 23–25, 25–
11, 25–13, 25–22.

For the Storm, Madison 
Spencer executed nine kills, 

nine aces, and 15 service points. 
Ciarra Nay served for 10 points 
and had nine digs.

On Thursday, September 
18, the Storm beat the Canajo-
harie-Fort Plain Cougars three 
sets to one (25–23, 25–11, 24–
26, 25–1).

Madison Spencer had 14 
kills, three aces, and 16 digs, 
while Ciarra Nay had nine kills, 
five aces, and 15 digs.

Cobleskill-Richmondville 
Bulldogs Girls’ Volleyball

On Tuesday, September 16, 
the Cobleskill-Richmondville 
High School girls’ volleyball 
team beat Berne-Knox-West-
erlo on their own turf, 25–15, 
25–21, and 25–12. Notable 
performances were turned in by 
Joanna McCann, who had six 
kills, two blocks, and two aces; 
Molly Coppolo, who had four 
kills; Elise McDonald, who had 
four kills and seven digs; Bel-
la Swartout, who had two kills 
and three aces; Rebecca Hanes, 
who had 13 assists and four 
aces; and McKenna Davis, who 
had eight digs.

Two days later, at a home 
game vs. Galway, the Golden 
Eagles defeated the Bulldogs, 
25–10, 25–11, and 25–15. No-
table performances for this 
game came from Molly Coppo-

lo with four kills, Joanna Mc-
Cann with three kills and two 
aces, Shavonne Travers with 
two kills, Rebecca Hanes with 
three assists and three digs, 
Maddy Borkowski with three 
digs, and McKenna Davis with 
eight digs.

According to Coach Brian 
LaVine, “Galway has not lost 
a league match in three or four 
years. They played tenacious 
defense and had a relentless 
attack. Their sophomore out-
side hitter, Kiera Allen, had 14 
kills. We couldn’t block her or 
stop her. They are probably the 
best team we will face all sea-
son. We could compete with 
them, but they were the better 
team.”

The Bulldogs will next 
travel to Middleburgh today, 
September 25, to take on the 
Knights.

Middleburgh Knights Girls’ 
Volleyball

The Middleburgh 
girls’ volleyball team beat 
Berne-Knox-Westerlo in four 
games on Thursday, Septem-
ber 18. Playing at home, the 
Knights lost their first game 
28–26, then bounced back 
to win the next three, 25–23, 
25–23, and 25–22 before the 
hometown crowd. 

Photo by Pete Lindemann
Middleburgh’s Caitlyn Loucks looks up for the ball as Lily Corbett moves in to help. Be-
hind Loucks is Brianna Simmons.

Regular-season 
racing moves to 
specials

By Ed & Betty Biittig
Racing has moved from 

regular-season weekly racing 
to specials that include two-
day events culminating with 
Super DIRT Week at Oswego 
in October.  

Friday and Saturday this 
past weekend, Malta Massive 
Weekend came to the Alba-
ny-Saratoga Speedway to 
wrap up a big 60th anniver-
sary year for the popular dirt 
track that was built as an as-
phalt track and has been trans-
formed into a dirt track twice 
during its storied history. 

Racing on Friday includ-
ed the DIRTcar 358 Modified 
Series, and Marc Johnson of 
Guilderland recorded his first 
ever DIRTcar Series victory of 
his career. “It’s about time,” 
Johnson said in victory lane.  
He took home $4000 for the 
win and a pro wrestling-in-
spired belt given to the week-
end winners. Other winners 
were Connor Crane, Sports-
man; Chris Stalker, Street 
Stocks; and Josh Reome, Four 
Cylinders, dual cam; with Da-
mian Ward, single cam win-
ner.  

Saturday night a big an-
nouncement from Promoter 
Lyle DeVore on the front-
stretch brought roaring en-
thusiastic applause from the 
packed grandstand: The Malta 
oval will race in 2026.  

Saturday racing included 
the 100-lap Super DIRTcar 
Series event for Modifieds. 
and after a young fan drew the 
pole for Matt Sheppard of Sa-
vannah, he led from flag to flag 
and took home the $10,000 
prize. Because Sheppard al-
ready had a guaranteed start-
ing spot for the Billy Whit-
taker Cars 200 at Super DIRT 
Week, the spot went to Jimmy 

Phelps of Baldwinsville, who 
finished second. Third on the 
podium was Anthony Perrego 
of Wallkill.  Other winners 
on Saturday were Brandon 
Emigh, Pro Stocks, and Alex 
Smith, Limited Sportsman.  

Sunday the Modifieds hit 
the track at Brookfield Speed-
way on the Madison Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, and Danny 
Creeden of Wurtsboro won 
the history-making Modified 
event.  Other winners were 
Kyle Fallis, All Star Sling-
shots; Blake Banek, JR Sling-
shots; Kamrin Krause, Four 
Cylinder, dual cam; Jamie 
Warner, single cam; and Matt 
Richardson, Sportsman.

Coming up this weekend, 
Friday and Saturday, Septem-
ber 26 and 27, Fonda wraps 
up their season with the Mont-
gomery County Open. Friday 
racing includes 358-Modi-
fieds plus Limited Sportsman, 
Street Stocks, Four Cylinders, 
and practice for the STSS 
Modifieds and Sportsman. 
Saturday includes the STSS 
Mods and Sportsman plus Pro 
Stocks and Four Cylinders.   

Connor Prokop of Mid-
dleburgh began his career 
in go-karts at Dodge City 
Speedway in Howes Cave. 
In recent years, he has com-
peted at several local tracks, 
including Glen Ridge, Afton, 
Lebanon Valley, and Alba-
ny-Saratoga with wins at Uti-
ca-Rome, Accord, and Fonda. 
Connor’s 2025 season has in-
cluded a range of results, with 
improved performance as the 
year progressed. At Lebanon 
Valley, he recorded third- and 
fourth-place finishes. During 
Malta Massive Weekend on 
Friday, Connor was third 
fastest in time trials and took 
third place in his heat among 
53 competitors. In the feature 
race, going over the cushion 
affected his final standing out-
side the top ten. He is prepar-
ing for participation at Super 
DIRT Week in October at Os-
wego Speedway.  

Until next week, please 
send all news and/or com-
ments to biittig@yahoo.com

Contributed photo
Jamie Warner of Gilboa poses with the Golden Beaver, race 
mascot, after his Four Cylinders win at Brookfield Speed-
way on Sunday. 

Photo by Biittig
Connor Prokop of Middleburgh stands next to his Sports-
man racer at Malta Massive Weekend on Friday.

SETTING THE PACE
On Saturday, September 

20, the boys’ and girls’ Co-
bleskill-Richmondville cross 
country teams competed at the 
Broadalbin-Perth Invitational 
alongside 17 other schools. 

The modified boys and 
girls team competed well on 
the 1.39-mile course at the in-
vitational. The boys modified 
team placed sixth overall, led 
by seventh grader Theodore 
Tsamis, and the girls modified 
team placed fourth overall, 
led by seventh grader Madai-
lein Hahl.

Modified boys place 
times: 11th, Theodore Tsamis 
00:09:07.8; 32nd, Lucas Pana-
reses 00:10:51.7; 35th, Parker 
Hoose 00:10:58.2; 36th, Lee 
Whispell 00:11:00.3; 38th, 
Liam Handy 00:11:18.9; 
and 41st, Edgar Charbonnel 
00:11:25.1.

Modified girls place 

times: 2nd, Madailein Hahl 
00:09:40.8; 24th, Ella Haslun 
00:12:18.7; 25th, Addison 
Langlais 00:12:24.4; 26th, 
Lila Phillips 00:12:35.2; and 
35th, Genesis Rodriguez 
00:15:21.6.

The Bulldogs’ junior var-
sity and varsity teams both 
competed well in both the 
boys’ and the girls’ teams, run-
ning on the 2.95-mile course. 
The girls’ junior varsity team 
was led by 11th grader Dani-
ca Palmer in fourth place, and 
the girls’ varsity team was led 
by eighth graders Baylee For-
sythe in 16th place and Gabri-
elle Hughes in 21st, placing 
the girls’ varsity team fifth 
overall.

JV girls place times: 4th, 
Danica Palmer 00:25:27.8; 
9th, Celia Sanchez Mau-
ri 00:28:48.0; 13th, Isabella 
Slater 00:36:13.1; and 14th, 

Eleanor Gagnon 00:38:42.4.
Varsity girls place 

times: 16th, Baylee For-
sythe 00:21:43.8; 21st, Ga-
brielle Hughes 00:22:20.2; 
29th, Samantha Mentiply 
00:22:58.0; 33rd, Matilda 
Walton 00:23:25.4; 42nd, 
Lilah Coons 00:25:22.1; 44th, 
Abigail Miller 00:25:31.2; 
and 63rd, Audrey Gutierrez 
00:29:03.5.

The boys’ varsity team 
was led by 11th grader An-
drew Hughes in seventh place 
and 10th grader Evan Paliwo-
da in 18th. 

Varsity boys place 
times: 7th, Andrew Hughes 
00:17:23.7; 18th, Evan Pa-
liwoda 00:18:16.7; 43rd, 
Brady Lampron 00:19:41.7; 
and 80th, Samuel Smith 
00:25:14.7.

SNAP TACKLE POP
At the September 12 Co-

bleskill-Richmondville High 
School football game against 
Mechanicville, the Bulldogs 
shut out the Red Raiders, 20 
to 0.

In the first quarter, Isa-
iah Butcher scored the first 
touchdown with a one-yard 
run. The kick by Eli Barr was 
no good, leading to an initial 
Bulldog lead of 6–0. 

In the second quarter, Barr 

caught a 41-yard pass from 
Cayden Cernauskas to score 
the Bulldogs’ second touch-
down—and this time the Barr 
kick was good, bringing the 
score to 13 for the Bulldogs, 
Red Raiders 0.

In the fourth quarter, 
Butcher scored another touch-
down, this time with a 29-
yard run. Barr came through a 
second time with a successful 
kick, bringing the score to the 

final 20 for the Bulldogs, 0 for 
the Red Raiders.

Top players of the night in-
cluded Cernauskas, with 166 
passing yards; Butcher, with 
74 rushing yards; and Barr, 
with 102 yards receiving. 

The Cobleskill-Rich-
mondville Bulldogs will next 
face the Johnstown Sir Bills 
on September 26 at home.

TEE TIME
Last Monday, at home, the Coble-

skill-Richmondville High School golf 
team beat Duanesburg 161–187. The 
medalist was CJ Warner, who shot a 
one-under-par 36. Other Bulldog golfers 
and their scores are Andy Rightmyer 47, 
Owen McCormack 50, Fred Sperbeck 40, 
Kayden Righi 46, and Tiernan Farnum 39.

With those results, the Bulldogs have 
already qualified three golfers for Section-
als: CJ Warner (with a qualifying score in 
every match), Fred Sperbeck, and Tiernan 
Farnum.

On Thursday, the Bulldogs won their 
golf match against Galway, 176–199, at 
the Cobleskill Golf and Country Club.

 The medalist was Fred Sperbeck, who 
shot a 39. Other CRHS golfers and their 
scores are Andy Rightmyer, 48; Owen 
McCormack, 46; Kayden Righi, 65; Reed 
VanBuren, 51; and Thomas Ellis, 43.

On the girls’ side, the Cobleskill-Rich-
mondville varsity golf team is now 3–0 
after beating Duanesburg last Monday.

Medalist for the match was Madeline 
Warner. Faith Lawton also won her match.

Contributed photo
Bulldog Madeline Warner gets ready to tee off 
in the match against Duanesburg last Monday.
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Rooted in Community: How Kelley’s Farm & Garden Helps 
Schoharie County Grow

COBLESKILL — At Kelley’s Farm & Garden, community isn’t a catchphrase. It’s in 
the lineup of local eggs and milk by the register. It’s in the pet aisle, where 
advice comes from people who raise animals, not just read about them. It’s the 
way Girl Scouts set up tables out front, and how Eagle Scouts walk through the 
doors asking for help with their next project.

For 25 years, Kelley’s has quietly supported the day-to-day needs of Schoharie 
County, and especially its young people. That includes sponsorships for 4-H 
and FFA members, fundraisers for local youth sports, bake sales for churches, 
and countless hometown initiatives that need a spot to set up or someone 
willing to lend a hand. If you’ve raised kids in the area, you’ve likely bene�ted 
from Kelley’s support, even if you didn’t realize it.

That support is part of a much longer legacy. The business began as an Agway 
in the 1940s and became Kelley’s in 2000, when longtime store manager Scott 
Kelley purchased it. Since then, it’s evolved to re�ect the needs of local 
families, many of whom run small farms or manage backyard �ocks and 
gardens. That’s why you’ll �nd lumber for weekend projects, fencing supplies 
for goats, or delivery options for bulk pellet orders.

What sets Kelley’s apart isn’t just the inventory. It’s the knowledge behind the 
counter. Each department is sta�ed by someone with �rst-hand experience. 
There’s a reason customers come in with questions about calf feed or tomato 
blight or which tool will hold up best, and walk out with the answers.
That connection to people is what keeps Kelley’s grounded. “My favorite day is 
Saturday,” Scott Kelley said. “There’s no sales memos, no ordering, no anything 
else. It’s just the people.”

The team’s commitment to youth runs deep. They don’t just sell feed,they 
encourage the care and responsibility that comes with raising animals. They 
don’t just donate, they make space for kids to learn how to organize, sell, and 
connect with others. They understand that these early lessons shape stronger 
adults—and stronger communities.

Online ordering has made Kelley’s even more accessible. Customers can now 
shop the website and pick up their orders in-store, making it easier for busy 
families to stock up and stay on schedule. That same �exibility applies to 
Kelley’s long-standing practice of helping local vendors and producers get 
their products on shelves, whether it’s fresh eggs, seasonal produce, or 
handmade goods.

After 25 years in business, Kelley’s isn’t just part of the landscape, it’s part of the 
rhythm of life in Schoharie County. A place to get what you need, ask what you 
don’t know, and support the people raising the next generation. In a world of 
big-box convenience, Kelley’s continues to o�er something di�erent: a store 
that remembers your name, values your kids, and keeps its roots right here. 
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Eyes on Education
Cobleskill BOCES student wants to open business

ALBANY – The Plumb-
ing Technology program 
launched on September 4 in 
the Capital Region BOCES 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) Extension Center 
located in Albany. Officials 
with the UA Local 7, Plumb-
ers and Steamfitters Union 
helped BOCES create the 
one-year program that is open 
to students in school districts 
located in Albany, Schoharie, 
and Schenectady counties, as 
well as the Shenendehowa 
Central School District in 
Saratoga County.

Among the 40 students en-
rolled in the program is Mar-

cus Merwin, a senior from 
Cobleskill who was the first 
student to walk in the doors of 
the new campus.

“I am looking forward to 
learning how to be a plumber, 
so I can open my own busi-
ness,” Merwin said.  

The Plumbing Technology 
program is a comprehensive, 
hands-on program designed to 
prepare students for entry-lev-
el positions in the plumbing 
industry. Students learn es-
sential skills, including safe-
ty protocols, plumbing math, 
and blueprint reading while 
working with various piping 
materials such as plastic and 

copper. The course covers 
key plumbing systems such as 
drain, waste, and vent (DWV) 
systems, water distribution, 
and much more. 

For more information 
on the Plumbing Technol-
ogy program, visit https://
www.capitalregionboces.org/
career-technical-education/
courses-programs/plumb-
ing-technology/.

Contributed photo
Students seek opportunities through new Capital Region BOCES plumbing program.

Schoharie Campus 
teaches heavy 
equipment repair 
and operation

SCHOHARIE – Capi-
tal Region BOCES senior 
Devohn Boehkle cleared land 
on the Career and Technical 
Education Center–Schoharie 
Campus.

The Berne-Knox-Wester-
lo student is among about 70 
students enrolled in the Heavy 

Equipment Repair and Opera-
tion program who are learning 
how to operate and maintain 
large construction-related 
equipment such as backhoes, 
dozers, front-end loaders, 
and excavators. Students also 
learn how to diagnose and 

repair common issues with 
diesel engines and heavy ma-
chines.

Boehkle is looking for-
ward to taking his new-found 
skills right into the workforce. 
“I am most likely moving 
down south to work in con-
struction with my uncle,” he 

said.
As to his time at BOCES, 

Boehkle said “I have been 
able to learn a lot of things 
and gain a lot of experiences 
with heavy equipment that I 
wouldn’t have otherwise.”

Contributed photo
BKW and BOCES senior Devohn Boehkle shows his 
heavy-equipment skills.

Nick Plunkett of Cobleskill enrolled 
in Honors College 

BUFFALO – Nick Plun-
kett, of Cobleskill, is enrolled 
in the University at Buffalo 
(UB) Honors College for the 
2025-26 academic year. 

Through an innovative 
curriculum and unique oppor-
tunities outside the classroom, 
the UB Honors College chal-
lenges academically gifted 
students to enrich their stud-
ies and explore their interests 
across the academic disci-
plines.

UB is New York State’s 

flagship and the largest and 
most comprehensive institu-
tion in the State University of 
New York system.

“The Honors College aims 
to bring together intellectual-
ly curious students who are 
committed to excellence, both 
inside and outside the class-
room,” Patrick McDevitt, 
associate dean of undergradu-
ate education and the Honors 
College, says. “By under-
taking the rigorous Honors 
curriculum, Honors scholars 

commit to making the most 
of their undergraduate jour-
ney. Through personal ad-
vising, material support, and 
an inclusive community, the 
Honors College empowers 
our students to develop and 
grow into visionary leaders, 
creative problem-solvers, and 
engaged global citizens.”

Honors students enjoy 
many benefits designed to 
foster academic and personal 
success—including personal-
ized advisement, faculty men-

torship, priority registration, 
access to unique funding op-
portunities, specialized living 
communities and a network of 
global honors alumni.

Honors students must 
maintain a 3.300 undergradu-
ate grade point average (GPA) 
during the first year and at 
least a 3.500 undergraduate 
GPA in each successive year 
to graduate with an overall 
GPA of 3.500.

For more information, vis-
it www.buffalo.edu/honors.

Schoharie County Retired 
Teachers hold annual meeting

SCHOHARIE COUNTY 
– The Schoharie County Re-
tired Teachers will hold their 
annual meeting and luncheon 
on Thursday, October 16. The 
meeting is open to all retired 
educators (teachers, admin-
istrators, teaching assistants) 

who taught or currently live in 
Schoharie County.  

Connecting with other re-
tired educators is a great way 
to enhance your retirement 
years. If you have not attend-
ed a retired educators meeting 
recently or ever, please mark 

your calendar, bring a friend, 
and join us.

The meeting starts at 11 
a.m. in the Greenside Club-
house at the Cobleskill Golf 
Course on Route 7. If you 
would like to stay for lunch 
following the meeting, reser-

vations and payment must be 
sent to Leslie Hooper by Oc-
tober 6.  

For more information and 
luncheon details, call Leslie 
at 518-827-4754 and please 
leave a voice message.

     

Schoharie County students do well 
at SNHU

MANCHESTER, NH – 
Sierra Hotaling of Jefferson 
has been named to Southern 
New Hampshire University’s 
Summer 2025 Dean’s List, and 
Autumn Kochis, Patrick Tra-
ver, and Brittany Robichaud, 
all of Middleburgh, have been 
named to the President’s List. 
The summer terms run from 
May to August.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned a 

minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.500 to 3.699 for the 
reporting term are named to 
the Dean’s List, while full-
time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 3.700 
and above for the reporting 
term are named to the Presi-
dent’s List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 cred-
its over each 16-week term or 
paired 8-week terms grouped 

in fall, winter/spring, and sum-
mer.

Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) is a private, 
nonprofit, accredited institution 
with a 92-year history of edu-
cating traditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now serv-
ing more than 200,000 learn-
ers worldwide, SNHU offers 
approximately 200 undergrad-
uate, graduate, and certificate 
programs, available online 

and on its 300-acre campus in 
Manchester, NH. Recognized 
as one of the “Most Innova-
tive” regional universities by 
US News & World Report and 
one of the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, SNHU 
is committed to expanding ac-
cess to high quality, affordable 
pathways that meet the needs of 
each learner.

For more information, visit 
www.snhu.edu.

Sharon Springs scholar enters 
senior year at BOCES

ALBANY/SCHOHARIE 
– Hundreds of students from 
at least two dozen school 
districts entered or returned 
to the world of welding, au-
tomotive repair, video game 
design, nursing, restaurant 
management, and early child-
hood education—to name just 
a few careers—as the 2025-26 
school year opened on Sep-
tember 4 at the Capital Region 

BOCES Career & Technical 
Education Center.

Among the students re-
turning to classes at the Ca-
reer & Technical Education 
Centers (CTE) in Albany 
and Schoharie campuses are 
more than 500 seniors who 
are entering their second year 
of professional training at 
BOCES.

Many of the seniors will 

conclude BOCES this year 
and enter the workforce pur-
suing careers in the industry 
thanks to the professional 
certifications they earned and 
industry contacts they made 
at CTE. Others will use their 
BOCES education to advance 
their careers and learning in 
college.

Building Trades senior 
Macord Stevens said his ju-

nior year at BOCES laid a 
good foundation for future 
success and now he is ready 
to build on those skills. 

“I am looking forward to 
learning how to make my own 
house and how to wire it and 
do things that are useful for 
myself,” the Sharon Springs 
scholar said.

Students invited to compete in 
oratorical contest

SCHOHARIE COUN-
TY – The Schoharie County 
American Legion would like 
to extend an invitation to all 
Schoharie County high school 
students to participate in the 
annual Schoharie County 
American Legion Oratorical 
Contest, which will take place 

on Saturday, December 6, 
2025.   

This contest is open to 
all students in grades 9–12. 
Students must present an 
8–10-minute original oration, 
without notes or amplification, 
on any aspect of the Constitu-
tion. This is a national con-

test, and students who win at 
the county level can advance 
to further levels, including the 
district, zone, state, and na-
tional levels. The grand prize 
is $25,000, which can be used 
toward the winning student’s 
college education.

The American Legion 

hopes to see students from 
all Schoharie County schools, 
as well as homeschooled stu-
dents, participate. 

For more information, 
please contact Chairperson 
Tina Wellman at 518-992-
9594.

Elmira College 
grants Key 
Award to 
Schoharie 
County students

ELMIR – Elmira College 
recently announced this year’s 
recipients of its annual Key 
Award. A tradition that goes 
back to 1935, the Key Award 
is presented to outstanding 
students in their junior year 
of high school or preparatory 
school.

“This award is given to 
students with the potential to 
excel academically, serve as 
leaders, and go on to enjoy 
success in life,” said Charles 
Lindsay, president of Elmira 
College. “We hope they will 
choose to make Elmira Col-
lege their place.”

Students in Schoharie 
County to receive this year’s 
Key Award include David 
Cammer of Gilboa, Briana 
Repscher of Howes Cave, 
Nola Bohringer of Richmond-

ville, Ava Vroman of Cana-
joharie, Abigail Vroman of 
Charlotteville, Marja Cudemo 
of Gilboa, Travis Ciafardo of 
Middleburgh, Ciara Nay of 
Schoharie, and Alexa Barry of 
Gilboa.

Sponsored by the EC 
Alumni Association, the Key 
Award recognizes students for 
high scholastic achievement, 
leadership, citizenship, and 
participation in extracurricu-
lar activities.

Contributed photo
Nine Schoharie County high 
school juniors were giv-
en the Elmira College Key 
Award.



12 Times Journal, September 25, 2025 www.NYVTmedia.com

20—Times-Journal, September 5, 2024 www.cobleskilltimesjournal.com

2024

Kitchens are often de-
scr ibed as the most
popular room in a home,
and that’s not mere con-
jecture.

A 2022 sur vey from
House Digest asked par-
ticipants to identify the
room they consider
most impor tant in their
homes, and roughly 41
percent chose the
kitchen.

Residents tend to con-
gregate in kitchens in
the mor ning and then
again in the evening
when meals are pre-
pared and, in homes
without formal dining
rooms, eaten.

With so much t ime
spent in the kitchen, it’s
no wonder that the 2022
US Houzz &  Home
Study: Renovation
Trends found kitchens to
be the most popular in-
terior room to upgrade.

With so many people
interested in k i tchen
renovations, the follow-

Homes can sometimes be an enigma, with problems arising that seemingly
make little sense.

One example of a problem that might not add up is when cer tain areas of a
home feel much warmer or cooler than others, even when a heating and
cooling system is running and operating efficiently.

The culprit in such instances may be an imbalance in a home’s HVAC sys-
tem.

When an HVAC system is r unning yet there’s a noticeable temperature
difference in cer tain rooms of a home, such as one room being par ticularly
warm in summer or especially chilly in winter, that disparity could be a result
of an uneven air distribution through the ducts in the home.

In such instances, duct balancing might be a solution.
Duct balancing involves adjusting the dampers or registers to cor rect is-

sues such as uneven distribution of air, poor air flow and pressure imbalances
with the heating and cooling system.

Duct balancing is a relatively inexpensive fix, but it’s best left to HVAC pro-
fessionals, as the job requires unique knowledge of heating and cooling sys-
tems and special tools to adjust the dampers or register.

ing are four  things
homeowners should
know about these popu-
lar  improvement
projects.

•  Expect to spend
some money.

M ost home improve-
ment projects require a
significant financial in-
vestment, but k i tchen
renovations are among
the more expensive un-
der takings.

The overall cost of a
project will depend on a
host of variables unique
to each home, including
homeowners’ prefer -
ences, but HomeAdvisor
estimated the average
kitchen remodel in 2023
cost between $14,611
and $41,432.

Homeowners consid-
ering an upscale kitchen
remodel may receive six
figure estimates for such
projects.

•  Expect a good return
on investment.

If sticker shock settles

in when receiving an ini-
tial kitchen remodel es-
t imate, perhaps i t  can
help homeowners to
know that such a project
may provide a strong re-
tur n on investment
(ROI).

According to Remodel-
ing magazine’s “2024
Cost vs. Value Repor t,” a
minor kitchen remodel
provides a 96 percent
ROI.

A major  k i tchen re-
model mid-range (49 per-
cent) and a major kitchen
remodel upscale (38 per-
cent) did not provide as
notable a ROI.

•  Expect the project to
take some time.

Ki tchens are large
rooms with a lot of com-
ponents, so renovating
these spaces can take
some time.

Est imates var y de-
pending on the size of
the room, the scale of the
remodel and the materi-
als chosen, but Angi re-

por ts a kitchen remodel
for most homes takes six
weeks to four months.

That’s a sizable win-
dow, and it reflects the
likelihood that unfore-
seen issues like supply
chain inter r uptions or
the discover y of mold
will arise at some point
during the renovation.

Though it’s impossible
to determine precisely
how long a project will
take before i t  begins,
homeowners renovating
their kitchens may want
to plan for the project to

take two months if not
longer.

•  Expect to use your
kitchen during the reno-
vation.

I f the t imel ine of a
r enovation is scar y,
homeowners should
know they will likely be
able to use their
kitchen even after the
project begins.

Though the room
might not remain a
popular gathering space
once the work star ts,
Angi notes kitchens are
typically out of commis-

sion for around six weeks
during a renovation.

That st i l l  requires
some pre-planning in re-
lation to meals, but it also
suggests homeowners
won’t  be wi thout a
kitchen for  months on
end.

Ki tchen renovations
are popular  projects.
Homeowners who know
what to expect before
such projects commence
can make it through a
renovation more
smoothly.

Get your home at just
the right temperatures

Take time to rehab your kitchen

Bathroom renovations
are significant under tak-
ings that cost
homeowners sizable
amounts of money.

According to Remod-
eling magazine’s “2024
Cost vs. Value Repor t,”
the average cost of a
mid-range bathroom re-
model  across the
United States in 2024 is
around $25,000.

Homeowners who
want an upscale re-
model  can expect to
spend around $80,000 in
2024.

Such a large financial
commitment under -
scores the significance
that homeowners get
their bathroom remod-
els right.

Mistakes will only in-
crease the already sub-
stantial financial commit-
ment homeowners
must make, so i t  can
help to keep these dos
and don’ts in mind.

Do work with a cer ti-

fied, reliable contractor.
YouTube tutorials can
give a false impression
of renovation projects
in relation to their de-
gree of difficulty.

Renovations as sig-
nificant as bathroom re-
modeling projects re-
quire the skills and ex-
perience of profession-
als.

Don’t ignore retur n
on investment (ROI).

There’s no denying
cer tain projects pro-
vide a better return on
investment than oth-
ers.

The upscale bath-
room remodel with a
nearly $80,000 price tag
noted above may prove
awe-inspir ing, but
homeowners looking to
get as much of their
money back at resale
should know that such
a renovation recovers
45 percent of
homeowners’ initial in-
vestment.

By contrast, the mid-
range bathroom re-
model yields a 74 per-
cent return according to
Remodeling magazine.

Though ROI may not
be the deciding factor
for ever y homeowner,
it definitely merits con-
sideration when plan-
ning a project.

Do pay attention to
the details.

Planning a bathroom
renovation can be over-
whelming, as
homeowners have
many decisions to
make before the project
even begins.

For  example,
homeowners will have
to choose a vanity, fix-

tures for the vanity, light
fixtures, toi let ,
showerhead, and an as-
sor tment of additional
features when planning
the project.

Contractors work with
clients to show them all
of thei r  opt ions, and
some will offer advice on
products or materials if
asked.

But homeowners are
ultimately the ones who
will have to live with the
choices they make dur-
ing the planning process,
so these detai ls mer i t
ample consideration and
should not be treated as
trivial.

Don’t emphasize cost
over quality.

Homeowners should
do their best to establish
a renovation budget and
stay within that budget,
but qual i ty mater ials
should take precedence
over cost.

M any budget-fr iendly
furnishings and accesso-
ries are durable and aes-
thetically appealing, so
homeowners need not
enter a bathroom reno-
vation thinking high-end
products are their only
options.

But it’s impor tant that
homeowners recognize
the conventional wisdom
that buyers get what
they pay for  when i t
comes to home renova-
tions.

If homeowners tr y to
cut costs on mater ials,
they may need to update
or  redo the bathroom
much sooner than they
would if they invest in
quality fur nishings and
accessor ies the fi r st
time around.

Bathroom renovations
can be costly.

Remember ing some
simple dos and don’ts
can give homeowners
the peace of mind that
their renovation invest-
ment wi l l  resul t in an
impressive, durable
space.

Bathroom remodels
can cost big bucks

Alex’s
Enterprises

Alex Rohac
Sharon Springs

518-284-3817

• Interior/Exterior
Painting

• Residential &
Commercial Painting

• Kitchen, Bathroom
   & Basement

Remodeling
• Vinyl Siding
• Small Carpentry
• Repairs

SCHOHARIE MECHANICAL
SERVICES LLC

PLUMBING, HEATING
AND AIR CONDITIONING

845-701-6185

Boilers • Furnaces • Water Heaters
Central Air and Ductless Air  • Service & Installations

Oil, Gas, Geothermal, Solar • High Efficiency Specialist

Jason Donadio

“WE’LL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE”

215 South Grand St.
Cobleskill

24 Hour Service • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Carmine A. Consalvo

518-234-7899

• Hot Water Boilers • Radiant Heat • Hot Air Furnaces
•  Water Heaters • Heat Pumps  •  Central Air Conditioning

 • Maintenance Contracts •  OIL - NATURAL GAS - PROPANE

We service all brands • locally owned & operated • 30 years exp.
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518.234.2332518.234.2332518.234.2332518.234.2332518.234.2332

Free Estimates and Take-Offs on

Decks and Other Building Projects

Equipment Rentals • Full Service Lumber Yard
Insulation • Moulding and Trim • Shingles • Doors and Windows

Variety of Siding • Huge Selection of Paints • Home Decor
Brand name Tools
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CLASSIFIEDS
www.cobleskilltimesjournal.com
tjournalclassified@yahoo.com

tjournalads@yahoo.com
518-234-2515

Journal

GOT

STUFF?

NEED

STUFF?

The
Classifieds

bring together
buyers and

sellers
every day.

New Homes, Remodels,
Decks, Garages,
Kitchen & Baths

We proudly serve Otsego, Schoharie and the surrounding counties.

We‘ll be happy to provide you with 
a fast, free estimate for whatever

project you have in mind!

J. S. HERTZLER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
387 Dodge Lodge Road
Richmondville, NY 12149

Informational email:
Info@jshertzlerconstruction.com

Cell phone: 607-287-4713
Phone: 518-234-9868
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Final call for 
fire chief

By Pete Lindemann, 
Times Journal Staff

About 200 firefighters, 
first responders, family, and 
friends turned out Saturday 
at the Central Bridge Fire 
Department on South Main 
Street for a memorial ceremo-
ny for Brian Baker.

Baker, 50, who died on 
September 14, was a member 
of the Central Bridge Fire De-
partment and Rescue Squad 
for 31 years, and chief for the 
last three. 

And the ceremony was 
certainly fit for a chief. 

It began with a bagpiper, 
Mackenzie Moloney of the 
New York State Office of Fire 
Prevention and Control, play-

ing “The Rowan Tree.”
Then several in the audi-

ence came forward to share 
stories about Baker, including 
his son Zaiden Baker, who is 
also a firefighter with the Cen-
tral Bridge FD. 

He recalled the last thing 
his father said to him: “No 
matter what, be yourself.”

“But at this moment,” 
Zaiden said before the packed 
firehall, “I want to be like 
him.”

A common theme shared 
by many of the speakers was 
how helpful Baker was. “He 
would drop anything, at any 
time, for anybody,” said one.

Another said he was will-
ing to “step up and step in.” 

Baker, an electrician, vol-
unteered his time as a football 
and baseball coach. With him, 
said one speaker, “Everything 
was a team effort.”

Audience tributes were 
followed by a recital of the 
“Fireman’s Prayer,” then the 
ceremonial ringing—three 
rings of the bell, three times.

Then there was a squelch 
from the radio of a Schoharie 
firefighter, and a dispatcher’s 
voice could be heard loud and 
clear throughout the somber 
hall. 

Chief Baker, she an-
nounced, “has answered his 
final call.”

Then the fire whistle blew 
to end the ceremony. The 

bagpiper played “Amazing 
Grace” as firefighters and first 
responders lined the walk out-
side the firehouse.

As they saluted, and “Go-
ing Home” echoed from the 
bagpipes, the flag-draped cas-
ket was placed in the hearse.

The hearse then headed 
out, past the giant American 
Flag of the Middleburgh Fire 
Department, then vehicles 
from Gallupville, Hunter-
sland, Patterson Creek, Carl-
isle, Richmondville, Schoha-
rie, Esperance, Quaker Street, 
State Fire, and, finally, anoth-
er giant American flag atop 
the ladder truck from Coble-
skill.

Photo by Pete Lindemann
Members of the Cobleskill FD pay their respects to Chief Baker on Saturday.

Photo by Pete Lindemann
Firefighters salute as the casket of Central Bridge FD Chief Brian Baker is placed into the hearse.

Fiery crash 
claims two lives

By Pete Lindemann, 
Times Journal Staff

A fiery crash in Schoha-
rie last Sunday morning has 
claimed the lives of two peo-
ple.

On Sunday, September 14, 
at about 12:56 a.m., State Po-
lice responded to a report of a 
one-car crash off Rickard Hill 
Road near the intersection 
with Mossy Cliff Lane.

State Police investigation 
determined that a vehicle be-
ing driven by Delwin C. Shav-
er, 59, of Kissimmee, Florida, 
was traveling eastbound on 
Rickard Hill Road when the 
vehicle exited the roadway 
and struck a tree. 

The vehicle subsequently 
caught fire. Mr. Shaver  was 
declared dead at the scene. 

Bystanders were able to 
remove the passenger,  Sybil 
Laraway, 50, also of Kissim-
mee, from the vehicle.  She 
was transported to Albany 
Medical Center, where she 
later died. Laraway was em-
ployed by her family’s busi-
ness, Carver Companies, 
and served on the Schoharie 
County Chamber of Com-
merce from 2013-2015 as 
director of events and fund-
raising. Laraway had moved 
to Florida in 2021, but had 
recently returned to Upstate 
New York with plans to pur-
chase property and build a 
home in Schoharie.

According to both of 
their obituaries, Laraway and 
Shaver were fiancés.

Photo by Pete Lindemann
The scene of a double-fatal car crash last Sunday morning 
on Rickard Hill Road, near the intersection of Mossy Cliff 
Lane, in Schoharie.

Building project 
on Settles 
Mountain Road

by Pete Lindemann, 
Times Journal Staff

“Will we have a Donat’s 
Brow on Settles Mountain 
Road?”

That’s the question that 
Terry Hughes put to the Co-
bleskill Village Planning 
Board at its meeting on 
Wednesday, September 10.

Hughes was talking 
about a proposed building 
project, comparing it to the 
large apartment and town-
house community off Mineral 
Springs Road.

The Settles Mountain 
Road project calls for four 
buildings, with four residenc-
es per building, for a total of 
16 units. The units would be 
two-bedroom residences. 

The location of the project 
is 172 Settles Mountain Road. 
That address, according to on-
line county clerk records, is 
owned by Dahl Realty of New 
Smyrna Beach, Florida.

“The biggest issue I have 
is the water,” said Hughes, 
concerned that the proposed 
wells—one per building, for 
a total of four—would dry up 
the neighbors’ wells.

Another issue raised was 
the impact of increased traffic. 
“If you’re doubling the traffic 
on the road, that’s an impact,” 
said Hughes.

That led to a discussion 
of improving the condition of 
Settles Mountain Road. Co-
bleskill Village Mayor Becky 
Stanton-Terk, in the audience, 
said repair of the road is “ab-
solutely in the village’s radar” 
and they have engaged Lam-
ont Engineers to start the pro-
cess.

In the end, the Village 
Planning Board approved the 
project in a unanimous roll 
call vote. Board member Alan 
Rubin was absent.

But Hughes wasn’t done. 
He brought his concerns to 
the Cobleskill Village Board 
meeting on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 16. And his main concern 
was still water.

Hughes told the village 
board members that he had 
asked the planning board, 
“What happens when our 
wells go dry?”  

Hughes said that the plan-
ning board responded, basi-
cally, “That’s not our prob-
lem,” and “That’s a village 
board problem.”

Speaking to the village 
board, Hughes said, “I just 
wanted to make sure you are 
aware of the situation that is 
going on there, and we’re go-
ing to continue to follow it.”

The proposed building 
project, approved by the Co-
bleskill Village Planning 
Board, has moved on to the 
County Planning Commis-
sion. 

Photo by Pete Lindemann
Terry Hughes of Settles 
Mountain Road in Coble-
skill expressed his concerns 
about the proposed building 
project. 



14 Times Journal, September 25, 2025 www.NYVTmedia.com

CODE: QC596242

Flexible Financing Available 
Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

*See store for details. **Our hearing evaluation and video otoscope inspection are always free. Video otoscope inspection available at participating locations only.  Hearing 
evaluation is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. Offer expires 10/08/2025.

Is Your Hearing Ready Is Your Hearing Ready 
for a New Season?for a New Season?

If you’ve checked two or more boxes, you may be one of millions 
of Americans who suffer from mild to moderate hearing loss. 

Let us help determine whether it’s hearing loss — or simply 
earwax — affecting your connection this season.

 � Do you find it difficult to hear friends at community fall   
festivals or around the bonfire?

 � Do you frequently ask others to repeat themselves?

 � Is it hard to hear the TV or phone clearly?

 � Has it been over a year since your last hearing test?

APPOINTMENTS ARE LIMITED - DON’T WAIT!
CALL 1-888-387-3068 TODAY!  

October 6th - October 8th

FREE* $20 
Gift Card 
After your FREE** 

Hearing Test 
*This gift card is an eGift Card. Once you complete your hearing test, you will receive your eGift Card via email from our 
third-party supplier. Limit one eGift Card per customer. Must be 55 or older. Must not have been tested or made a purchase 
in the last 6 months. Value not redeemable for cash. Cannot be combined with other promotions. Some conditions apply, see 
store for details. Hearing test must be performed. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Offer expires 10/08/2025.

100%
 MESELECTTM

 

2 FOR $995
Save on Custom Hearing Aids!

Offer valid on entry level, MESELECTTM battery model only, at participating Miracle–Ear locations. MESELECTTM 
comes with a 1-year limited warranty.  Limit one coupon per patient at a promotional price during event dates 
only. Not valid with other offers or discounts. See store for details. Offer expires 10/08/2025.

COBLESKILL
East Side Village Mall

2403 State Route 7
Suite 1

meoffer.me/cobleskill

Autumn brings a fresh start — crisp air, football games, and 
family gatherings. But if you’ve been missing conversations, it 
might be time for a hearing check.

Special Event Only Offers
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Government News

D.C. BUCKET Inc.
• DENNIS AND JARRETT CARL
• TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
• Lot Clearing/Firewood
• Family business with 
 25+ years residential and 
 commercial properties
• All the right equipment to get 
 the job done and done right

518-797-3924
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Comprehensive Family Dentistry

Dental Excellence for the Entire Family
• Restorative • Wisdom Teeth • Sealants
• Dentures • Extractions • Veneers
• Implants • Orthodontics • Whitening
• Endodontics • Crown and Bridge • Cleanings

 NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME
We work with most insurance plans

Cobleskill Dental Group, P.C.
Dennis Moren, D.M.D., David Nicholas, D.D.S.

William Down, D.D.S., Dr. Robert Nelson

Serving Schoharie County Families for 50 Years

• Honest • Caring • Trusted

106 Division St., Cobleskill, NY
518-234-4365

Dr. Dennis Moren, Dr. Robert Nelson, Dr. William Down
and Dr. David Nicholas

Sharon SpringsSharon SpringsSharon SpringsSharon SpringsSharon Springs
 SELF-STORAGE

105-2 Eldredge Street105-2 Eldredge Street105-2 Eldredge Street105-2 Eldredge Street105-2 Eldredge Street
Sharon Springs, NY 13459Sharon Springs, NY 13459Sharon Springs, NY 13459Sharon Springs, NY 13459Sharon Springs, NY 13459

518-284-2315
“By the Car Wash & Water Tower”

Self-Service
Counter

• Real Estate • Criminal Law
• Estates & Wills • DWI & Traffic

www.shulteslawoffice.com
523 W. Main St., Cobleskill

CALL NOW FOR CONSULTATION

Law Office of
Michael J. Shultes, PLLC
Quality Legal Representation

518-234-2317

(800) 721-7725 • (518) 234-4707
www.NewEnglandCalendar.com

Considerate Service Since 1910

Call Us For Your Promotional Needs!
Apparel • Pens • Drinkware • Calendars
Presentation Folders • Banners & More!

133 Legion Drive,
Cobleskill, NY 12043

Have you been ignoring that low-
back pain or headache too long? Or
maybe you’ve been chasing it away
with aspirin? Symptoms are warning

signs of a serious problem.
Don’t  take chances with your health!

FIND THE CAUSE OF YOUR PROBLEM
THROUGH CHIROPRACTIC

DYMES CHIROPRACTIC

East Side Village Mall, Cobleskill • 518-234-4316
Chiropractic…“The Natural Way to Health”

  Family Practice

GIVE YOURSELF THE BEST - CHOOSE CHIROPRACTIC.
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT!

WHY TAKE CHANCES WITH YOUR HEALTH??

Schoharie Town 
meeting brief but 
full

By HB Steadham, 
Executive Editor 

SCHOHARIE – The Board 
of the Town of Schoharie met 
on Wednesday, September 10, 
for 25 minutes—but still got 
much accomplished.

The assessor, Erin Smith, 
was reappointed for a six-year 
term and her contract was ap-
proved unanimously. 

Planning Board Chair 
Kathryn Saddlemire an-
nounced that there would be 
a public hearing Tuesday, 
September 16, about chang-
es to the Highbridge project 
site plan, more commonly 
known as the Amazon dis-
tribution center. She relayed 
that the special use permit and 
original site plan had already 
been approved, and that the 
upcoming meeting involved 
some changes such as park-
ing, points of entry, and a pro-
posed stoplight at the west-
bound ramp off I-88.

The Schoharie Fire De-
partment refinance was put 
forth, with a mortgage of 
$485,000 at an interest rate of 
5.24% by the Bank of Greene 
County needing an approved 
resolution from the Board. 
The payments would be a 
70–30 split between the town 
and the village, with the town 
providing $29,884 each year 
for twenty years.

Discussion about the pro-
posed Local Law 1 of 2025 
commenced, in which Smith 
presented a revised income 
qualification for the senior 
citizens tax exemption law. 
Currently the cap for seniors 
to receive exemption from a 
percentage of town taxes is 

$25,650 per household—and 
it’s been that way since 2021, 
with no allowance for cost-of-
living increases. 

The new law increases 
the income cap to $26,500, 
which makes this the highest 
cap in the county, on par with 
Esperance. Some talk was ex-
changed about possibly mak-
ing the cap even higher, but 
the possibility of shifting the 
tax burden to the rest of the 
town population stopped the 
discussion from proceeding. 
Town Supervisor Ben Oever-
ing said he was “comfortable 
with this for now,” and said 
that to go higher, he’d want 
to see a study and contact the 
Office for the Aging.

Finally, Highway Superin-
tendent Les Foland addressed 
the issue of a gate and box 
trailer that’s blocking the right 
of way on Wilber Road. With 
this blockage, Foland said, the 
town can’t maintain or clean 
that section of Wilber Road. 
Foland asked for a survey of 
the land to be completed so 
that the town could take the 
documentation to court in or-
der to regain control of that 
section of the road. Public 
record shows that the land ad-
jacent to the inaccessible sec-
tion of Wilber Road is owned 
by Carmel O’Connell. 

A roll-call vote on moving 
forward with a survey com-
menced, and all voted in favor 
except James Schultz, who 
stated that he is “against the 
government interfering with 
people’s property. 

“I’ve always been against 
government interference,” 
Schultz said.

Jim & Roberta Brooks
518-234-4514

574 Main St., Cobleskill

Old & Used BooksOld & Used BooksOld & Used BooksOld & Used BooksOld & Used Books

CATNAP

Bought, Sold & Traded

OPEN
MONDAY-SATURDAY

CATNAP
BOOKSBOOKS

New parking rules proposed for 
Village of Cobleskill

By Pete Lindemann, 
Times Journal Staff

The Cobleskill Village Board 
proposed new village-wide park-
ing rules at its meeting on Tuesday.

Many streets, explained May-
or Becky Stanton-Terk, are “…
not listed in our code. So if you 
are an officer trying to enforce the 
ordinances, it would leave it up to 
interpretation, it would seem, as 
to whether or not someone could 
park on said street.”

She said they are “looking to 
clean that up.”

During public comment, 
Nancy Van Deusen of Elm Street 
asked, “How do you plan to en-
force this? I don’t think the cur-
rent one is being enforced. So 
how are you going to enforce this 

one?”
“With our police officers,” 

answered Stanton-Terk.
“That we don’t have any-

more?” asked Van Deusen.
“We have two right here,” 

said the mayor, referring to Chief 
Dean DeMartino—who gave a 
report later in the meeting—and 
Deputy Chief Brian Bienduga, 
both seated in the front row.

The proposed local law 
4-2025, would amend section 
148-6, of the code, “no parking at 
any time.”

The new streets subject to the 
“no parking” rules under the pro-
posed law would be Brookside 
Street, both sides, entire length; 
Canterbury Drive, east side, en-
tire length; Clinton Circle, center, 

outside of park hours; Crabapple 
Lane, north side, entire length; 

Davies Lane, north side, en-
tire length; Everett Street, both 
sides, entire length; Florence 
Street, east side, entire length; 
Forester Road, both sides, entire 
length;  

France Lane, both sides, en-
tire length; Grandview Drive, 
both sides, entire length; Hillside 
Avenue, west side, entire length; 
Josephine Lane, north side, entire 
length;

Merchant Place, adjacent to 
the curb in front of all stores that 
are part of the plaza; Overlook 
Drive, south side, entire length; 
Parkway Drive, both sides, entire 
length; Pine Street, both sides, 
entire length; 

Pleasantview Drive, north 
side, from Campus Drive east 
to bend in road; Pleasantview 
Drive, west side, from Josephine 
Lane south to bend in road; Pros-
pect Street, both sides, entire 
length; Railroad Avenue, both 
sides, entire length; 

Springstead Street, both 
sides, entire length; St. Chris-
topher place, both sides, from 
beginning of Circle east, entire 
length; Timber Lane, west side, 
entire length; Van Deusen Drive, 
west side, entire length; 

Veterans Drive, new—edit-
ed to reflect one side, west side, 
entire length; Woods Drive, both 
sides, entire length.

The public hearing on the 
proposed local law remains open.

Photo by Pete Lindemann
A “no parking” sign on East Main Street, near the Cobleskill Fire Department. The Cobleskill Village Board has proposed 
a new law to clarify village-wide parking rules.

Town of Fulton discusses homelessness; 
CEO still MIA

By HB Steadham, 
Executive Editor

FULTON – On September 
8 at the Town of Fulton Board 

Meeting, Code Enforcement 
Officer (CEO) Brian Caron 
was absent again.

For this month there was a 

CEO report available, which 
included updated documents 
for May and June and new 
reports for July and August. 

However, these reports were 
not submitted in person, so 
last month’s questions about 
the condition of 151 Clau-
verwie Road remained unan-
swered.

The hot topic for the eve-
ning during privilege of the 
floor was the approach of cold 
weather and how it relates to 
the homeless population. Cit-
izen Joyce Hodder brought 
up concerns that, with winter 
fast approaching, the home-
less community might be 
short on safe environments. 
Hodder cited an uptick in the 
number of families living out 
of campers in town, and she 
recognized that despite home-
owners having to comply with 
code enforcement policies, 
that residents in campers have 

no such authority to maintain 
a livable environment. 

Supervisor Phil Skow-
foe claimed that most people 
who were living out of these 
campers chose to do so of 
their own volition and would 
discard any help offered to 
them by the city. Skowfoe 
then proposed that the old jail 
in Schoharie could be a poten-
tial residential solution to this 
problem. 

In the end, the town meet-
ing was adjourned after a 
motion was proposed by 
Councilwoman Marcy Sam-
mons and seconded by Coun-
cilwoman Rebecca Noxon, 
which passed unanimously at 
7:45.
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Community News
Schoharie 
County 
Destination 
Farmer’s Market 
seeks founding 
board members

SCHOHARIE COUN-
TY – Many people agree that 
Schoharie County needs a cen-
trally located, easily accessible 
farmer’s market. Since last 
spring, an exploratory commit-
tee has surveyed community 
members and local producers, 
held productive community 
meetings to discuss the results 
of the surveys, and the coun-
ty’s Agriculture Development 
Specialist has applied for grant 
funding to pursue this goal.

The next step in the pro-
cess of creating a new farm-
er’s market is the formation 
of a board. Local agricultural 
producers, vendors, and com-
munity members who are in-
terested in participating in the 
formation of a farmer’s market 
are invited to apply to serve on 
the farmer’s market’s found-
ing board by completing a 

brief application. Applications 
should be submitted by Sep-
tember 30. Applicants will be 
invited to participate in brief 
online interviews in early Oc-
tober.

To apply, go to https://
forms.office.com/g/QVvL-
wUyKWe. If you have ques-
tions or need a hard copy of 
the application, please contact 
Caroline Myran, Schoharie 
County Agricultural Develop-
ment Specialist, at caroline.
myran@schohariecounty-ny.
gov or 518-295-8785.

Schoharie County Industrial 
Development Agency and 
Schoharie County Capital 
Resource Corporation announce 
new executive director and CEO

SCHOHARIE – The Schoharie Coun-
ty Industrial Development Agency (SCI-
DA) and Schoharie County Capital Re-
source Corporation (SCCRC) are pleased 
to announce the appointment of Trevor 
Bender as executive director and chief 
executive officer. His appointment was 
ratified at the August 28th meeting of the 
SCIDA and SCCRC.

Bender has over a decade of expe-
rience in the field of economic devel-
opment, as well as public policy at the 
state and municipal level. His educa-
tional background includes a Bachelor 
of Arts in public administration from the 
Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and 
Policy at the University at Albany and a 
Master’s degree in public administration 
from the Maxwell School of Citizenship 
and Public Affairs at Syracuse Universi-
ty.

He is joining the SCIDA and SCCRC 
after serving as vice president of Syndi-
cate Strategies, where he has been a regis-
tered lobbyist or consultant for a variety of 
clients including economic development, 
housing, engineering, and more. Prior to 
that he was the legislative director of Park 

Strategies, where he built coalitions and 
developed advocacy strategies through 
client engagement. Before that he was 
legislative director for several majority 
members of the New York State Senate.  
	 “I’m excited to join the teams at 
the Schoharie County Industrial Develop-
ment Agency and Schoharie County Cap-
ital Resource Corporation as we work to 
bring growth and development to Scho-
harie County in addition to supporting 
the wonderful businesses that make the 
local economy so special,” Bender said. 
“Together we will build on current mo-
mentum to bring new business, jobs, and 
economic activity to Schoharie County. 
I look forward to working with private 
sector partners, local municipal leaders, 
community groups, and other key stake-
holders to build upon the successes of the 
past.” 

Bender can be reached at director@
schoharie-ida.org or 518-918-9735. Ad-
ditional details on the SCIDA and SC-
CRC, including its mission, board of 
directors, programs, and incentives are 
available at www.schoharie-ida.com. 

Contributed photo
Trevor Bender named executive di-
rector and CEO of two Schoharie 
agencies.

NYPA to host Wildlife Festival at the Blenheim-Gilboa 
Visitors Center

NORTH BLENHEIM 
– The New York Power Au-
thority (NYPA) will host its 
annual Wildlife Festival, a 
community event featuring 
family-friendly activities, 
at the visitors center for the 
Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped 

Storage Power Project on Sat-
urday, September 27, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The festival will feature a 
petting zoo, multiple bounce 
houses, a virtual reality expe-
rience, wildlife-themed crafts, 
and a photo booth. Addition-

ally, an entertainment tent on 
site will host a bubble show, 
dance performances, magic, 
and a STEM presentation by 
the Dirtmeister. DJ Patrick 
M. DelRosario will provide 
live entertainment throughout 
the day. Food trucks and craft 

vendors will also be on-site.
The Blenheim-Gilboa Vis-

itors Center is housed in a re-
stored 19th-century dairy barn 
and features interactive exhib-
its on electricity, energy use, 
and the operation of the Blen-
heim-Gilboa Pumped Storage 

Power Project. The center is 
located at 1378 State Route 
30 in North Blenheim and is 
open daily for guided tours 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Admission to the visitor’s 
center and all events is free. 
School groups, communi-

ty organizations, and coach 
operators are welcome. For 
more information and a full 
calendar of events, call 800-
724-0309 or visit www.nypa.
gov.
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Sharon Silver & Gold 
seniors learn about 
Helios Care’s resources  

SHARON SPRINGS – 
Thirty-two senior partici-
pants at the September 12th 
Sharon Silver & Gold Senior 
Club luncheon meeting at the 
Office for the Aging’s congre-
gate meal site at the Sharon 
Springs Firehouse learned a 
lot about hospice and pallia-
tive care resources available 
in Schoharie, Otsego, and 
Delaware Counties. 

The group welcomed 
Tammy Christman, Direc-
tor of Community Outreach 
and Volunteer Services at 
Helios Care based in Oneo-
nta, who presented valuable 
information about the expert 
and compassionate in-home 
palliative and hospice care 
the organization provides to 
support area patients with 
serious illnesses and their 
families. Tammy started her 
career with Helios Care (for-
merly called Catskill Area 
Hospice and Palliative Care) 
in 2005.

Helios Care’s services 
and support emphasize com-
passion, choices, and dignity. 
Sharon Silver & Gold seniors 
were pleasantly surprised to 
learn about the wide variety 
of resources that Christman 
highlighted in her presen-
tation including volunteer 
opportunities, adult grief 
support groups, bereavement 
counseling for individuals 
and families, free “coping 
kits” for children and teens. 
and Camp Forget-Me-Not 

with sessions in spring, sum-
mer, and fall. Tammy also 
shared information about The 
Five Wishes document, a le-
gal living will which helps 
individuals express their 
preferences for end-of-life 
care, including medical, per-
sonal, emotional, and spiritu-
al needs. 

To learn more about He-
lios Care, call 607-432-6773 
or visit HeliosCare.org. 

Jefferson graves get 
clean slates

By Pete Lindemann, 
Times Journal Staff

JEFFERSON – The Jeffer-
son Historical Society (JHS) 
held a gravestone cleaning 
workshop Sunday morning, 
September 7, at the Old Jef-
ferson Cemetery, just north of 
Main Street in Jefferson.

The workshop was orig-
inally scheduled for the day 
before but was postponed 
due to the weather forecast of 
steady rain and possible thun-
derstorms.

Ten historians learned how 

to clean graves from Stacey 
Flanagan of Port Crane.

The priority, according 
to JHS President Kevin Ber-
ner, was to start with the 10 
stones of Revolutionary War 
soldiers. 

It was discovered that 
someone had already cleaned 
most of them.

So the historical cleaning 
crew spruced up the remain-
ing three or four. Now all the 
Revolutionary War soldiers in 
the Old Jefferson Cemetery 
have clean slates.

Photo by Kevin Berner
Terry Edwards, who nor-
mally has a metal detector 
in his hand, got to cleaning.

Photo by Kevin Berner
Vinnie and Amy Wilson clean an old gravestone in the Old 
Jefferson Cemetery.

Community News
New nurse practitioner 
comes to Cobleskill

COBLESKILL – Bas-
sett Healthcare Network 
welcomed 13 new health-
care practitioners during the 
month of August, with one 
being specifically located in 
Cobleskill. 

Rebecca Louch, Fami-
ly Nurse Practitioner-Board 
Certified (FNP-BC), has 
joined Bassett Healthcare 
Network as a Nurse Practi-
tioner with Family Medicine 
at Bassett Health Center Co-
bleskill (136 Parkway Drive, 
Cobleskill). Louch provides 

comprehensive medical care 
to patients ages of all ages, 
including preventative treat-
ment, chronic disease and 
acute illness management, 
and care coordination. She is 
welcoming new patients.

Louch earned her master’s 
degree as a Family Nurse 
Practitioner from SUNY 
Polytechnic Institute in Utica. 
She is board-certified by the 
American Nurses Credential-
ing Center.

Learn more by calling 
518-234-2555.

Contributed photo
Rebecca Louch now serves 
as a nurse practitioner in 
Cobleskill.

Contributed photo
Sharon Silver & Gold Senior Club participants listened attentively to a Helios Care presen-
tation by Tammy Christman.

Schoharie County Cobleskill Cobleskill Times-Journal
3.3125” x 4.75”

Beginning January 1, 2026, the MVP 
Medicare Secure Plus® with Part D, 
MVP Medicare WellSelect® with Part 
D, MVP Medicare WellSelect® Plus with 
Part D (PPO) and MVP Medicare Patriot 
Plan® with Part D Medicare Advantage 
plans will no longer be offered by 
MVP Health Care® in your area.
If you are impacted by these changes 
or would like to explore your 
Medicare plan options during the 
Annual Enrollment Period, please 
contact an MVP Medicare Advisor. 

1-800-324-3899 (TTY 711) 
Representatives are available
Monday–Friday, 8 am–8 pm Eastern Time.
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Sterling Insurance Company
182 Barnerville Road
Cobleskill, NY 12043
www.sterlingins.com

Rated “A” (Excellent) by AM Best
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3630 State Rte. 145
Cobleskill, NY 12043

518-234-2020

• Eye Exams
• Eyeglasses
• Contact Lenses
• Same Day Service

David Aidone, Owner
N.Y.S. Optician
Dr. Tanya Devlin
Optometrist
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By Kathleen Gasperini

Welcome to fall and all 
of the wonderful aspects our 
lovely community has to offer 
this season. I’ve already seen 

some leaf-peepers coming up 
from NYC to check out the 
changing color of the leaves 
and shop for fresh apples and 
the last of the sweet corn. 

Here’s a little history on 
the word “fall” to express this 
season: According to various 
historical sources on the evo-
lution of words, the old En-
glish term for this season was 
called “harvest.” In the 1300s, 
the Latin word “autumnus” 
and French word “automne” 
combined into the more com-
mon term “autumn,” which 
eventually became more pop-
ular than “harvest.” Around 
the late 1500s, the word “fall” 
became more popular as peo-
ple commented on the falling 
of the leaves. 

Today, autumn and fall are 
still used interchangeably, but 
the UK usually refers to this 
season as the older description 
“autumn” while the United 
States, which wanted to split 
from the old world, preferred 
to adopt the “new” term “fall,” 
just as we sprinkled in our 
own new traditions like trick-
or-treating. Here’s the kicker: 
When talking about Septem-
ber 21 and the equinox, the 
preferred verbiage for both 
the UK and USA is “Autumn 
Equinox.” (September 21 also 
marks the first sunrise at the 
South Pole.) 

Nothing says fall more 
clearly than the Fenimore 
Farm (a.k.a. Farmer’s Mu-
seum) Harvest Festival and 
upcoming events in Coo-
perstown, and the Sharon 
Springs Harvest Festival. The 
Fenimore Harvest Festival 
was September 13–14 and 
was a lot of fun. Personally, 
I love their giant Percheron 
horses and wagon tours. But 
it’s worth checking out how 
they decorate the 1800s his-
toric village with pumpkins 
and mums. Tours are given by 
reenactment tour guides, and 
it’s worth a spin around the 
historic and colorful carousel. 
Harvest Festival is a unique 
way to spend the day, espe-
cially for families. 

Coming up this weekend 
is another favorite, the Black-
smithing Weekend. Black-
smiths from across New York 
will be gathering at the Fen-
imore Farm to demonstrate 
their farrier skills, shoeing 
horses and explaining the tra-
ditional tools that they use. 
The exhibition takes place in 
the 1827 Field Blacksmith 
Shop in the Historic Village. 

Tickets are also on sale 
for their ghostly Halloween 
Tours, “Things That Go Bump 
in the Night,” October 11, 17, 
18, 24, and 25, where they 
decorate the historic village 
and give tours in the evening 
by lantern. The guides tell 
ghostly tales, ending with An-
drew Monro’s theatrical read-
ing of “The Raven” by Edgar 
Allan Poe. 

I went for a lovely walk 
through Glimmerglass State 
Park, and the Otsego Lake 
was like glass. One of the 
most spectacular sights this 
time of year is when the 
leaves peak in their fall colors 
and are reflected on the lake. 

Perfect time for a hike (or 
sail) around the lake. 

Sharon Springs Harvest 
Festival was super busy last 
weekend and loaded with a 
variety of activities; great 

local food, like jam, cheese, 
and honey; and a wonderful, 
local-artisan craft fair, which I 
find very inspiring, especially 
the alpaca wool textile prod-
ucts and the scented soaps. I 
was glad for the free parking 
at the school. They had buses 
that you could take into the 
historic village, which was a 
good idea because parking is 
really challenging. Maggie 
Bouck, the Harvest Festival 
co-chair, said that the festival 
is a celebration of everything 
that makes Sharon Springs 
special. If you haven’t cruised 
through this lovely town, it’s 
worth the trip. Main Street 
has unique, historic hotels, 
like the American with a fan-
tastic restaurant and bar (try 
the chocolate martini) and 
the Beekman Boys mercan-
tile shop, Beekman 1802. The 
store sells many items from 
their nearby farm, includ-
ing natural skincare products 
made from the goat milk they 
produce. 

I have a new visitor on my 
stone wall by my creek. It’s a 
huge blue heron, or at least I 
think it is. It comes swooping 
down the creek with its huge 
wingspan and then perch-
es on the corner of my stone 
wall. I’ve been trying to take 
a picture of it, but I haven’t 
been fast enough before it 
takes off again. I think that 
the drought conditions have 
attracted more birds than ever 
to my very low-running creek. 
There’s a turkey family some-
where around here, which I 
can hear in the evenings. And 
as usual for this time of year, 
the deer are poaching my ap-
ples. 

Tauzel’s Farm Stand is 
in full swing, with differ-
ent-sized pumpkins for sale 
from his big pumpkin patch. 
They also have switched to 
selling fall vegetables and 
gorgeous mums. Up Elk 
Creek Road on your way to 
Westford, Willy’s Farm has 
become a favorite weekend 
pastime. I tend to visit on 
Sundays to load up on cider 
and cinnamon donuts. They 
also have a pumpkin patch, 
plus loads of things to do for 
families, including a corn 
maze and hayrides. This is the 
place to purchase local artisan 
Halloween decorations and 
crafty dolls and gifts. You’ll 
see Willy’s Farm’s little red 
direction signs with funny 
sayings on them on the roads 
that wind through Otsego and 
Schoharie Counties—whether 
you’re coming from Cooper-
stown, Worcester, or Schen-
evus—in order to guide your 
way up through the beautiful 
Elk Creek Valley. 

As a reminder, this week-
end at Willy’s Farm is their 
annual cake contest. The win-
ner gets $50, but I think that 
the second-place prize might 
be better: a dozen cinnamon 
donuts. 

Please feel free to send me 
any news and information to 
Kathleen@SnowLovers.org. 
Thank you!

Photo by Kathleen Gasperini
Mums for sale in Sharon Springs.

By Carol Brodie

Quote for the week by Dr. 
Ben Carson: “We cannot have 
the land of the free without 
being the home of the brave.”

I hadn’t seen any hum-
mingbirds for almost two 
weeks, so I thought they had 
started their long flight south 
to Mexico and South Ameri-
ca. But then last Friday, Sep-
tember 19, as I was outside 
working, I sat down on the 
porch swing for a few minutes 
to rest and guess what I saw. A 
cute little female ruby-throat-
ed hummingbird came to the 
feeder to drink, just a few feet 
away from me. She flew off 
and came back a couple more 
times and that’s the last I saw 
of her.

They say to leave feeders 
out through September and 
even into October for hum-
mingbirds who may have 
been further north. They may 
stop by for a rest and a drink 
before they continue their 
long flight south for winter.

I will surely miss them. To 
me, hummingbirds are always 
the first real sign of spring 
when they arrive, and the first 
real sign of fall when they 
leave.

BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES

Birthday wishes go out 
this week to Darcie Mabie, 
Chris Sorgen, John Meade, 
Haiden Brant, George Harra-
gan, Nan Christman, Regina 
Miller, Curtis VanDewerk-
er, Aaron Thompson, Sonny 
Young, and Stefen Becker.

Anniversary wishes go 
to Josef and Chris Sorgen, 
Marvin and Destiny Oakley 
(celebrating 10 years), Mark 
and Suzanne Mabie (cele-
brating 40 years), Rich and 

Katie Bertani (celebrating 20 
years), Matt and Jekara Ba-
ran, Kris and Connie Capece, 
and Christopher and Adrienne 
Wren.

Tom and Kelly Mabie 
hosted a double birthday cel-
ebration at their Springfield 
Center home on Sunday, 
September 14, for their dads, 
Leland Mabie and Marv Mat-
teson. Marv and his wife Kar-
en are visiting from Florida.

Attending the celebration 
were Mark Anderson and Ele-
na Sheldon and children, Han-
nah, Ethan, and Holly.

Family members also 
helped Leland celebrate at his 
home on the night of his birth-
day, Tuesday, September 16. 

Helping his celebrate his 
88th birthday were Mark and 
Debbie Anderson, Jordan Ma-
bie of Roseboom, and Ray 
and Sandy Sutton of Decatur.

They enjoyed cupcakes 
made by Margie Landers.

Leland also received 
many phone calls throughout 
the day wishing him a hap-
py birthday. Calls came from 
his grandchildren, Chris and 
Abby Anderson of Florida, 
Annie Anderson and Andrew 
Mack of Virginia, and Joslyn 
Mabie of Cobleskill, as well 
as many other calls.

EXPRESSION OF 
SYMPATHY

Sincere condolences go 
out to the family of Glo-
ria Putnam, 88, of Sharon 
Springs, who passed away on 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025.

When I saw Gloria’s pho-
to on the funeral home web-
site, she looked very familiar 
to me. Then as I read down 
through her obituary, I un-
derstood why. It mentioned 
her being a favorite cashier 
at Walmart, and yes, she was 

one of my favorite cashiers 
for many years. I will miss her 
friendly face.

A memorial service was 
held at the Ottman Funeral 
Home, in Cherry Valley, on 
Monday morning, September 
22.

Memorial contributions, 
in memory of Gloria, may 
be sent to the Sharon Springs 
Alumni Association, P.O. Box 
103, Sharon Springs, New 
York 13459.

To read the complete obit-
uary and send condolences 
to Gloria’s family, visit the 
funeral home website: www.
ottmanfuneralhome.com.

BITS AND PIECES
Charley and Joanne Bro-

die have returned home fol-
lowing a two-week camping 
and visiting out-of-state trip.

They left early Monday 
morning, September 8, to 
go to Four Mile Creek State 
Park, near Niagara Falls, 
where they enjoyed spending 
the next few days.

That Wednesday, they 
enjoyed taking a ride on the 
Maid of the Mist boat as it 
took them to the American 
Falls, on the United States 
side, and then to Horseshoe 
Falls, on the Canadian side.

Unfortunately, they had 
a bit of bad luck later just as 
they were driving back into 
their campsite when one of 
the truck tires went flat. Char-
ley had to spend the next day 
getting a new tire for the truck.

They left the campsite on 
Friday morning, September 
12, to go to Meadville, Penn-
sylvania, to visit Charley’s 
sister, Mary Lou and Dave 
Bach, for a few days.

They attended Sunday 
morning worship services 
with Dave and Mary Lou 

at their church. Then, after-
wards, Charley and Joanne 
treated the Bachs to lunch at 
Hoss’s Restaurant.

While there, they also had 
a visit one day from the Bachs’ 
oldest son, Bryan. Their 
daughter, Amy Sue Bach-
Dahl, along with her soon-
to-be daughter-in-law, Kylan, 
also stopped in one day for a 
visit. Charley and Joanne left 
the Bachs on Tuesday after-
noon, September 16, as they 
drove to Lake Erie State Park, 
near Brocton, New York.

They enjoyed spending the 
next few days there and then 
returned home on Saturday af-
ternoon, September 20.

Charley said they had 
warm, sunny weather their 
entire trip.

Dick and June Hansen at-
tended their grandson Jakeb’s 
soccer game at Charlotte Val-
ley late Friday afternoon, Sep-
tember 12.

My sister, Barb Kineke, 
came down from Mohawk last 
Friday, September 19, and we 
went to Miller’s, in Warren, 
for our annual trip. We bought 
our apples, cracked corn for 
winter for the birds, and a 
couple of beautiful mums. It 
was a beautiful, sunny, and 
warm day.

Have a great week! I hope 
you all are enjoying this gor-
geous weather we are having. 
The leaves on the trees are 
turning quickly and already 
falling off some of the trees. 
The huge maple tree across 
from my house is always one 
of the first to start changing 
color, and right now, it is ab-
solutely beautiful, all dressed 
in orange leaves.

Call me at 607-264-3225 
or email carolbrodie@hot-
mail.com with any news you 
have to share for this area.

By Karen Cuccinello
The plants do not like this 

dry weather, but my chickens 
do. They dig little shallow 
holes and roll around in them, 
kicking the dirt/dust all over 
themselves. Evidently, this 
is how they keep themselves 
clean and free of parasites. 
“Dust bathing” seems like a 
weird way of cleaning. When 
we get the rain we need, it will 
slow down their digging.

It was quite chilly the oth-
er night, in the 40s.

Bumped into Dave & 
Christina Ullman, of Summit, 
at the Charlotteville General 
Store and had a nice chat.

Saw Judy Kramer, of 
Charlotteville, at the Stam-
ford Golf Course restaurant 
while eating lunch with Dottie 
Pickett, of Gilboa, had a nice 
chit-chat.

Chatted with Chuck and 
Carolyn Melszer, of Summit, 
at Sharon Springs Fall Fest 
and Sunnycrest Markets Fest. 
Sharon Springs was packed 
with visitors, and the weather 
was great. I think the Sharon 
Springs Fest is my favorite in 
Schoharie County. I went to 
Sunnycrest Markets shortly 
after they opened in March 
when it was mostly just gro-
ceries; now it has a deli, bak-
ery, snack bar, greenhouses, 
and restaurant, wow.

From Carol Lavallee, of 
Summit: Spirit of Zayante 
Gallery Tour took place on 
Wednesday, September 17, 
beginning at 12:30. Hope 
Morrow Glidden, who re-
sides on Enid Road, shared 
her life story of becoming 
an artist, answered questions 
about some of her paintings, 
and told about all that goes 
into the work to create each 
one. Some paintings can take 
over four months to complete. 
Light refreshments were 
served to people who visited 
from as far away as Gilboa to 
four others from our own top 
of the mountain town. Plans 
are continuing for another 
tour on October 15. Contact 
Carol Lavallee at windhol-

lowmusic@gmail.com to sign 
up. Seating is limited.

Last year 1020 pounds of 
venison was donated to eight 
different food pantry loca-
tions throughout the county 
via Schoharie County Conser-
vation Association (SCCA). 	
After submitting Summit col-
umns for 15 years and giv-
ing much thought in going 
forward, I’m sorry to say this 
will be my last Summit col-
umn in the Times Journal.

September 26 – Neighbor-
hood Harvest Gathering 5 to 
8p.m. at Summit Firehouse 
Pavilion. Music by Yak Yak 
Creek; drinks and BBQ pro-
vided, bring a dish to share. 
Sponsored by Summit Neigh-
bors. RSVP appreciated via 
Summit Neighbors Facebook 
messenger or 518-322-9833.

October 1– Stamford Rev-
olutionary War Veterans Tour 
at Stamford Cemetery, 2 Mt. 
Road, 11 a.m., by yours truly.

October 2 – Fulton Histor-
ical Society meeting 4 p.m. 
at Fulton Town Hall on Bear 
Ladder Road.

October 4 – Breakfast 

Sandwiches & Raffle 8 to 
11a.m. or until sold out by 
Summit Fire Department Sup-
port Services at the Summit 
Firehouse. Sandwiches bacon 
or sausage/egg/cheese; com-
plimentary coffee and juice; 
raffle of $100 in scratch-off 
tickets.

October 4 – Fall Festival 
at Old Stone Fort, 145 Fort 
Rd, Schoharie, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

October 4 & 18 – Town of 
Fulton Recycling, Saturdays, 
7 a.m. to noon, 1168 Bear 
Ladder Road, West Fulton. 
October 18 includes a white 
goods & tire collection. They 
also have a recycle bin for 
returnable cans/bottles that 
benefit the Fulton Historical 
Society. For information call 
the town clerk at 518-827-
6365 or email clerk@fulton-
town-ny.gov.

October 5 – Chili Cook-
Off, noon until sold out at the 
Charlotteville Schoolhouse, 
cup of chili $5. For informa-
tion on entering the contest, 
contact John Steitz of Sum-
mit Community Center Inc. at 

518-287-1185. This is a fund-
raiser for Summit Community 
Center Inc.

October 10– Charlotte-
ville Schoolhouse Breakfast, 
8 to 11 a.m. (last of the sea-
son). Breakfasts are all-you-
can-eat, family-style dining, 
including pancakes, French 
toast, eggs made to order, sau-
sage patties, sausage gravy, 
homestyle potatoes, coffee, 
tea, and OJ with table ser-
vice, not a buffet, and local 
maple syrup from Terrell’s 
Sugarhouse. The Charlotte-
ville Schoolhouse is located 
at 641 Charlotte Valley Road. 
Season-long 50/50 Raffle. 
Homemade baked goods will 
be available for purchase.

October 11 – Timothy 
Murphy 10K Run/Walk Mid-
dleburgh, register online; for 
information, email David.
Roy@ScaryLegRunners.com.

October 18 – Pork Roast 
Buffet, 5 to 7 p.m., Charlotte-
ville Firehouse.

October 21– SCOPE 
meeting, 7 p.m., Middleburgh 
Rod & Gun Club. 

October 26 – Charlotte-
ville Schoolhouse Fall Soup 
Buffet from noon until sold 
out, $5 per 12-ounce cup.

October 28 – First plan-
ning meeting, 1 p.m. at Lasell 
Hall, 268 Main Street, Scho-
harie, for the Schoharie 250th 
Committee “Remember the 
Ladies Tea” on July 3, 2026. 
All are welcome. 

History: September 8, 
1910, Jefferson Courier – 
Upon a recent fishing excur-
sion to the Bear Gulf, Geo. 
Shumway of Beards Hollow 
caught eight pickerel, the 
smallest of which was eigh-
teen inches in length. One 
measured twenty-five and 
another twenty-six inches in 
length each of those weighing 
over four pounds. – Ernest 
Havens of Summit has pur-
chased a Buick automobile. 
He was employed by C E. 
Nichols of Jefferson as chauf-
feur during the early summer. 

Photo from John Steitz
Thank you all for a great turnout of 30 people at the Old 
Summit Farms program September 19. 
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Carlisle

By Janice Wilkens

QUOTE
At the end of the day, we 

can endure much more than 
we think we can. –Frida Kah-
lo, a Mexican painter who 
died in 1954 at the age of 47.

BIRTHDAY
Happy 40th birthday to our 

daughter Christin Genevieve 
(Wilkens) Bianco of Altamont 
on September 30.

BOOK REVIEW
By participating in the 

Color Our World Summer 
Reading Program event this 
summer, I earned points 
which, in my case, gave me 
the opportunity to select 
three free books from an en-
tire roomful of books in the 
Cobleskill Library. If I’m not 
familiar with a title or an au-
thor, I still judge a book by 
its cover, so one of the books 
I chose was “The Dog Who 
Knew Too Much” by Spen-
cer Quinn. Although this is 
not categorized as a young 
adult book, in my opinion, it 
is. The entire book is narrated 
by a dog named Chet—a dog 
who has teamed up with his 
owner, Bernie Little, as crime 
solvers. Having a book narrat-
ed by a dog is a “novel” idea, 
I admit, but I found it some-
what annoying (or maybe the 
right word is juvenile). Since I 
don’t like holding onto books, 
I’ll be donating this one.

FREE TO BE YOU AND 
ME

Are you familiar with the 

play, the book, or the music 
from “Free to be You and Me” 
from the 1970s? The Theater 
Project of Schoharie County 
will be presenting the play 
on Friday, September 26, and 
Saturday, September 27, at 7 
p.m. with a 3 p.m. matinee on 
Sunday, September 28, at the 
Cobleskill Methodist Church, 
109 Chapel Street in Coble-
skill. Tickets will be available 
at the door for a suggested 
modest donation. I’ll be play-
ing one of the “Janet” parts in 
Acts 1 and 2.

 
CBCA

The Central Bridge Civic 
Association met September 
17 at the Lutheran Parsonage. 
The Farmer’s Market hours 
have changed to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays through October. 
Thank you to the vendors and 
Earl VanWormer for organiz-
ing. 

The red bench at the park 
was destroyed; we are look-
ing for a metal one that can be 
chained into the ground. 

The Fire Department 
has given permission to put 
a whiteboard of communi-
ty events in the window of 
the old ambulance building. 
Thank you to Cathy Caiazzo 
for lettering. Contact Elaine 
Cooper if your organization 
wants to advertise. 

We donated in honor of 
Brian Baker, fire chief, and 
Eleanor Tilison, long time 
CBCA member—two stead-
fast residents. 

The Halloween party will 
be at the Methodist Church’s 
hall on Saturday, October 25, 

1to 3 p.m., with games, crafts, 
refreshments, and reverse 
trick-or-treat.

EVENTS HAPPENING 
THIS SATURDAY

Outdoor Festival Farmers 
Market from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. at the Gathering Place, 
located at 127 Kenyon Road 
in Cobleskill.

Fish and Wildlife Day at 
Mine Kill State Park in North 
Blenheim. For more infor-
mation, please call 518-827-
6111. 

TAXES
Your 2025-2026 Scho-

harie school tax bill can be 
paid by your choice of three 
different ways: mailing to the 
address shown on your bill, 
visiting their website at scho-
harieschools.org, or leaving 
paper checks in the drop box 
outside the high school office. 
The collection period is in-
terest free from September 2 
through October 1. Bills will 
accrue a 2% penalty if paid 
from October 2 through Oc-
tober 31.

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Bulletins for the month of 
October are given by Debra 
Stalker in memory of loved 
ones, and Celebrate for the 
month of October are given 
by the Luhr Family in honor 
of all Christians.

September 28, worship 
service with Pastor Jeff at 9 
a.m. Serving as acolyte will be 
Elly Luhr, lector will be Kristy 
Luhr, usher will be Bruce 

Huehn, and altar flowers will 
be provided by Jeanette Corn-
well. Coin jar collection will 
be donated to Leatherstocking 
Honor Flight.

Please help replenish the 
food pantry as you are able. 
Needed items include all 
kinds of cereal, canned chick-
en, canned potatoes, paper 
towels, and deodorant. 

Please return your annu-
al turkey-supper help-assist 
form to Jeanette Cornwell so 
the event will run as smoothly 
as it has in the past. If you’ve 
signed up to clean the kitch-
en and dining room, please 
be at the church by 9 a.m. on 
Wednesday, September 24, to 
prepare for the dinner, which 
will take place on Thursday, 
October 2. Sit-down dinner 
and take-outs begin at 4:30 
p.m. until 6 p.m. or until sold 
out. Get a great meal made by 
loving hands for under $20.

Email bethanycentral-
bridge@gmail.com for more 
information.

CBMC
Would you like to be a part 

of a church family? Come 
check us out at Central Bridge 
Methodist Church any Sunday 
morning at 10:30. Our doors 
are always open to everyone.

Our food pantry shelves 
are getting empty. We can use 
any nonperishable food items. 
There is a table in the back 
of the church where all food 
items can be placed.

There is a table in the back 
of the church where any can 
tabs can be placed. The tabs 
are going to benefit the Ron-

ald McDonald house in Al-
bany. Thank you to everyone 
who has collected the can 
tabs.

If you have an emergency 
or need to get a hold of Caye 
Perrotti, please call 518-868-
4226. Please speak loudly and 
slowly, and we will get back 
to you as soon as possible.

September 28, handout 
bulletin and greeter is R. 
Conklin; work sound equip-
ment is D. Meese; ring bell 
is D. Hotaling; acolyte is 
C. Mueller; offering are L. 
Craft and J. Meese; offering 
counters are D. Meese and R. 
Conklin; read scripture is C. 
Mueller; and hymnal board is 
L. Craft. 

  
LOOKING FORWARD TO 
OCTOBER

October 4, Autumn Nature 
Journaling at the John Bur-
roughs State Historical Site, 
1415 Burroughs Memorial 
Road, Roxbury.

October 24, Haunted Hike 
at 161 Mine Kill State Park, 
North Blenheim.

Events at the Blen-
heim-Gilboa Power Project 
during October’s Energy 
Awareness Month include 
October 11–13, Pathways 
Through History, and October 
18, Spooktacular.

SCHOHARIE COUNTY 
ARTS

October 4–5, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Schoharie County Arts 
Drive About.

October 10 at 7 p.m., 
classical guitar virtuoso Pe-
ter Fletcher in concert at the 

Schoharie United Presbyteri-
an Church, 314 Main Street, 
Schoharie.

October 26 at 2 p.m. – Au-
thor’s Hour with M. K. Graff, 
award-winning mystery writ-
er at the Community Library, 
110 Union Street, Cobleskill. 

For more information, vis-
it schohariecountyarts.org.

SOUP’S ON
October 11, soup and a 

stroll in Esperance with Es-
perance street names and 
their connection to Rev-
olutionary War veterans 
by Ken Jones, historian. 
 
CENTRAL BRIDGE POST 
OFFICE HOURS

The lobby is open from 7 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. on Mon-
days through Fridays. On 
Saturdays, it opens at 7 and 
closes at 11 a.m. The retail 
window is open Mondays 
through Fridays beginning 
at 8 a.m. until noon, then re-
opens at 1 and closes at 3 p.m. 
On Saturdays, it is open from 
8 until 10:30 a.m.

GOT NEWS?
If you have community 

events or any news to share, 
please send a message with 
the subject line, “Central 
Bridge News” to Wwilkens-
jan@aol.com or call 518-868-
2790 no later than 6 p.m. on 
Sunday to meet next week’s 
deadline.

By Bonnie C. Dailey

Fall colors are starting to 
sparkle up here in the hills. 
Not every tree is spectacular, 
but some are breathtaking. 
Hope you can find time to vis-
it a pumpkin patch, sip a cup 
of hot mulled cider, and enjoy 
these glorious fall days! 

This week’s Revolution-
ary War patriot from Jeffer-
son is Jesse Atwood (23 May 
1752– 14 Oct 1836). Born in 
Woodbury, Litchfield Coun-
ty, Connecticut, Jesse and his 
younger brother Asa Atwood 
both joined the patriot cause 
early in the Revolutionary 
War. Asa joined the first Con-
necticut Battalion in 1776, 
serving under Col. G.S. Sil-
liman. They engaged in the 
Battle of Brooklyn on Long 
Island in September of 1776, 
where Asa was fatally wound-
ed. 

Jesse Atwood filed his 
pension application in 1832 
when he was 80 years old, 
living in Jefferson. In it, he 
stated that he volunteered for 
service in the Revolutionary 
War four separate times and 
served for a combined total 
of nearly three years. Notably, 
he served at Boston, White 
Plains, and Saratoga. Atwood 
first enlisted for one year 
at age 22 on May 20, 1775. 
He served at Boston and 
Dorchester Point in Col. Wil-
liam Shepherd’s 18th Mas-
sachusetts Regiment under 
Capt. Wareham Parks, Lieut. 
John Shepard, and Ensign 
Fally. The hills of Dorchester 
Heights have a commanding 
view of  Boston Harbor. In 
the winter of 1775–76, Gen-
eral Henry Knox and his men 
brought 60 tons of artillery 
over frozen terrain from Fort 
Ticonderoga to Boston. Wash-
ington mounted cannons from 
Ticonderoga on Dorchester 
Heights in March 1776. The 
sight of cannons trained down 
on the city and threatening 
British ships in the harbor 
caused British General Howe 
to withdraw from Boston. 

In his application, Jesse 
Atwood went on to say that 
they marched to New Lon-
don on the last of February 
or first of March, 1776, and 
took ship to New York. He 

was discharged when his term 
expired. He enlisted again, al-
most immediately, for a term 
of six months. This second 
enlistment was in Col Samu-
el Brewer’s 12th Mass. Regi-
ment, Capt. Shaddock’s Com-
pany. Jesse stated that during 
this enlistment he was called 
out at the Battle of White 
Plains (October 28, 1776). 
After his second enlistment 
expired in November of 1776, 
he returned home to Wood-
bury. He volunteered a third 
time in September 1777, serv-
ing for two months in Capt. 
Elijah Shipman’s Company, 
Col. Cook’s Regiment, at the 
Battle of Saratoga (Atwood 
describes it as the “taking of 
Burgoyne and surrender of 
the British”). He stated that he 
saw Benedict Arnold when he 
entered the fort. 

Jesse returned to Wood-
bury again after his third en-
listment, and in March 1778 
he married 19-year-old Ra-
chel Minor. Their first child, a 
son, was born in March 1779. 
They named their son Asa, 
after Jesse’s younger broth-

er who died in the war. Jesse 
enlisted for a fourth time in 
August of 1779, serving seven 
months in Capt. John Yates’ 
Company, Col. Meade’s Reg-
iment. His pension applica-
tion recounts that during this 
enlistment he went to Horse 
Neck (now Greenwich, CT). 
He was discharged from 
his last enlistment in March 
of 1780, returning home to 
Woodbury. Jesse and Rachel 
had six children, two boys and 
four girls. They continued to 
live in Woodbury for the next 
25 years until July of 1805, 
when Jesse and most of his 
family relocated to Jefferson. 
Their son William remained 
in Woodbury and married 
there in 1806. Son Asa and 
daughters Lydia, Alvira, Sal-
ly, and Anna came to Jeffer-
son, but eventually the girls 
all moved to Peoria, Illinois. 
Jesse and Rachel remained in 
Jefferson, where Jesse passed 
away in 1836. He is buried in 
the Old Jefferson Cemetery. 
After his death, his widow 
Rachel joined their son Asa 
in Lockport, Niagara County, 

NY. She survived Jesse by 
four years. Rachel is buried in 
Lockport near their son Asa. 

So, here are some things 
that have been going on in Jef-
ferson, as well as events that 
are coming up. Last weekend 
the Jefferson Historical Soci-
ety (JHS) held a silent auction 
and sale at Judd Hall. Some 
wonderful items were pur-
chased, and a good time was 
had by all. A 1964 Jefferson 
Central School (JCS) grad 
visited the museum, jogging 
memories and generating lots 
of laughter. JHS also hosted a 
Cabaret Night on Friday eve-
ning in the Maple Museum, 
with music by Those Darn 
Cats. The cabaret atmosphere 
was created with the soft 
lighting of tea lights on round, 
cabaret-style tables, while 
people listened to the music.

This Saturday, Septem-
ber 27, from 9 to 11 a.m., 
Jefferson’s Food Pantry will 
be open. The Pantry is locat-
ed downstairs in the George 
Danforth Community Center 
(1333 Main Street). The Food 
Bank distributes food on the 
last Saturday of each month.

“The Spirit of the Commu-
nity” art show will take place 
at Judd Hall (163 Main Street) 
in Jefferson on October 4–5 as 

part of that weekend’s Scho-
harie County Arts Driveabout. 
Come see works by local art-
ists! 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets in the Fellowship Room 
of the Methodist Church on 
Main Street in Jefferson on 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. and Sun-
days at 6 p.m. 

On Friday, September 26, 
seniors will carpool from the 
Senior Center to Schoharie 
Valley Farms for lunch! Come 
join them. They plan to leave 
at 10:30 Friday morning. Join 
the group and carpool from 
1333 Main Street (downstairs 
behind the George Danforth 
Community Center). 

The center is open from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 
Coffee and goodies are al-
ways on hand, and seniors 
can meet and socialize during 
those hours. The Senior Club 
meets on the second Wednes-
day of each month at 1 p.m. 
at the Senior Center. Lunch is 
served regularly at the Senior 
Center at noon on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
each week for a $5 fee. If 
you plan to visit the center 
for lunch, please make res-
ervations the morning of the 
day before. You can call the 

Jefferson Senior Center site 
at  607-652-9075 to make a 
reservation. 

Their final trip of the year, 
an Otsego Lake Boat tour, 
is planned for October 10. 
Watch the Jefferson Senior 
Center Facebook page for 
details or come for lunch and 
hear all about it! 

Jefferson’s Abundant 
Source Thrift Shop is open 
on Thursday evenings from 
5 to 8 p.m. and Saturday af-
ternoons from noon to 3 p.m. 
The Thrift Shop is located in 
the George Danforth Commu-
nity Center. 

Jefferson Central School 
will hold a book fair at the 
school all day Monday, Sep-
tember 29, with Family Book 
Fair Night from 5 to 6:30 p.m., 
sponsored by the JCS Library 
and Student Senate. SUNY 
Cobleskill College Info Day 
for 11th and 12th grades will 
take place on September 29 as 
well.

Contributed photo
Stephanie Ruquet welcomed folks to Jefferson Historical 
Society’s Silent Auction.  

By Chris Keefer

Greetings, Carlisle. Not 
complaining about this lovely 
stretch of weather, unless it is 
to add my pleas to the weath-
er gods for a good, three-day 
soaker. 

Historical Society: The 
Carlisle Historical Society is 
running our annual member-
ship drive through December 
2025. Annual membership 
is $10 per family/individu-
al. Memberships allow us to 
fund quality programs and to 
purchase archival materials to 
preserve Carlisle history.

Bird Report: I vowed 
to have a better bird list for 
you this week. Here’s what I 
spotted throughout Carlisle: 
American Goldfinch, Gray 

Catbirds, Chipping Spar-
rows, Song Sparrows, Brown 
Creeper, Black-capped Chick-
adees, marauding Blue Jays, 
Wild Turkey, Turkey Vul-
tures, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Bald Eagle, Northern Cardi-
nal, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern 
Wood-Pewee, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, American Crow, 
Common Raven, Canada 
Geese, Killdeer, and Great 
Blue Heron. Birding is still 
best in the morning. Let us 
know what you’ve seen.

Upcoming Events: The 
Town Board will meet on 
Wednesday, October 1, at 7 
p.m. at the Town Hall. These 
meetings are open to the pub-
lic. Our Town Planning Board 
meets on Tuesday, October 9, 

at the same time, same place. 
Historical Society will 

present “1939 Cobleskill,” a 
silent home movie made by 
Cobleskill’s Exchange Club 
at that time showing people 
and places in and around Co-
bleskill. The program will be 
on Wednesday, October 8, at 
7 p.m. at the Town Hall. We 
will serve stunningly good re-
freshments afterward. 

Got News? Send news of 
good birds, upcoming events, 
happy thoughts, birthdays, 
good places to eat, hike or ex-
plore, anniversaries and other 
celebrations, gardening news, 
and items of interest to carl-
isle.news12031@gmail.com 
or call 518-339-3664. Have a 
great week.
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By Dana Cudmore

Town of Seward officials 
continue to wait on hoped-for 
grants to help fund the town’s 
$1 million upgrade to the 
sewer system, cited by state 
environmental officials for 
releasing higher than allowed 
amounts of ammonia into a 
nearby creek. The sewer sys-
tem serves about 40 connec-
tions in the Seward hamlet.

At the town board’s Sep-
tember 8 meeting, officials 
said they were hopeful, but 
not expecting, to have an an-
swer on funding in November 
at the earliest, and possibly as 
late as January of next year.

Two Seward residents 
were presented with “certifi-
cates of appreciation” for their 
work on improvements to the 
town office on Lowe Road. 
The projects, costing under 
$1,000, were completed under 
the town’s “microproject” ini-
tiative from earlier this year.  

Receiving certificates 
were board member William 
Toohey and Ken King for 
their work on the new sign 
and parking bollards at the 
town office.

In other matters, officials 
paid the town’s bills for the 
month. Specifically, $25,905 
for highway department 
spending, which included 
around $15,000 for crushed 
stone, an expense covered by 
state CHIPs reimbursement; 
$3,130 in general town ex-
penses; and $12,078 as the 
final quarterly payment for 
2025 to the Village of Coble-
skill for fire protection ser-

vices.
 

Recycling on Saturday
The Seward recycling 

center at the town office and 
barn on Lowe Road is open 
Saturday, September 27, from 
8 a.m. to noon. Say “hello” to 
Rocco, the center’s attendant, 
who is always available to 
help.

Recycling bins are avail-
able on the second and fourth 
Saturdays of each month.

 
Sharon Town Board to 
Meet

The Sharon Town Board 
holds it regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting Wednesday, 
October 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
town building at 129 Main 
Street. Town board meetings 
are open to the public except 
for board discussions of per-
sonnel and/or legal matters. 
Time is typically set aside for 
public remarks.

Sharon Town Clerk Me-
lissa Olsen holds office hours 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and by appointment. 
The phone number at the town 
office is 518-284-3010. The 
clerk’s email address is olsen-
meliss110@gmail.com

Library Board Meets 
Tonight

The board of trustees of the 
Sharon Springs Free Library 
will meet tonight, September 
25, at 7 p.m. at the library, 129 
Main St., in the village.

The meeting is open to the 
public.

 

Senior Meals Served in 
Cobleskill and Sharon 

Seniors can sign up for 
noontime meals at the senior 
centers in Cobleskill and Sha-
ron Springs.

The Cobleskill “grab and 
go” meal site is located at The 
Gathering Place, 127 Kenyon 
Road, Cobleskill. 

The meal site in Sharon 
Springs is open Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays in 
the Beachwood Road fire-
house/community center, 
Route 10, in the village.

Those planning to vis-
it either center for lunch are 
asked to make reservations 
the morning of the day before. 

Call the Cobleskill site at 518-
234-3692 or the Schoharie 
County Office for the Aging 
(OFA) at 518-295-2001 to re-
serve for the Sharon Springs 
center. The OFA, which runs 
the program, notes the meal is 
intended to provide one-third 
of the recommended daily nu-
trition allowances.

Information about SCPT 
and their other route sched-
ules can also be found online, 
www.ridescpt.com.

 
Don’t Forget the Food 
Pantry

A reminder: The Sharon 
Springs Community Food Pan-
try continues to need

nonperishable food items, 
some personal hygiene prod-
ucts, and, of course, cash or do-
nations by check.

The group’s Facebook 
page, Community Food Pantry 
–Sharon Springs, offers a list of 
the types of donations the group 
is seeking. Additional informa-
tion is available by calling Pau-
line Brown at 518-284-2687.

Staffed by volunteers, 
the pantry is open Thursdays 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and 5 to 
6:30 p.m. Volunteers are being 
sought to work during those 
hours.

 
Curious About Seward Gov-
ernment?

Residents and others can 
always keep track of Town of 
Seward business either online 
or in person. 

The phone number at the 
town office is 518-234-2292. 
You can send questions and 
concerns about town business 

to Seward officials 24/7 at 
Town.seward.clerk@seward-
town-ny.gov. 

Town Clerk Brenda South-
worth holds office hours at the 
town building on Lowe Road 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. and on the 
second and fourth Saturdays 
of each month from 8 a.m. to 
noon.

The Times Journal is a legal 
paper for the Town of Seward. 
Important public notices will 
appear in that section of the 
paper.
 
It Ain’t News

Both Mark Twain and Will 
Rogers are reported to have 
coined the axiom, “It ain’t 
news until it’s in the newspa-
per.” 

That was more true be-
fore the age of digital media, 
but readers in and around 
the Seward area should still 
share their news, events, and/
or social items—milestones, 
birthdays, anniversaries, grad-
uations here. To have your 
news included in this column, 
email dcmedia@aol.com. You 
can also reach out to me at my 
website/blog, www.howecav-
ernstales.com. 

The deadline is Sunday 
before the Thursday of publi-
cation.

Readers’ feedback is also 
welcome, as are suggestions.

You can support local jour-
nalism by subscribing to the 
Times Journal. Go online to 
nyvtmedia.com or call 518-
234-2515. It’s a great medium 
to advertise in as well—I do it 
myself.

Contributed photo
Kevin Berner, standing, offers a program on bats at the Cave 
House Museum of Mining and Geology in Howes Cave last 
Sunday. Berner, the vice president of the museum’s board 
of directors, is an expert on the area’s wildlife, both above 
and below ground. The program closed out the museum’s 
summer season.

By Linda Feuz

Profound prose for pon-
dering people: The average 
American will eat 35,000 
cookies in a lifetime. Seri-
ously? Someone took the 
time to calculate that figure? 
It is so wrong. That’s easily 
accomplished in ten years, 
especially if the cookies are 
Nestlé Toll House original 
recipe…or chocolate jum-
bles!

Community Day cel-
ebration at the Village 
Commons was a resound-
ing success. According to 
Verelyn Robertson, who re-
ported, “Sunday, September 
14th, was a special day in 
Esperance, with a ceremo-
ny honoring our Firemen & 
women and our emergen-
cy responders. A service 
led by Pastor Alisyn Klock 
from the Methodist Church 
was followed by a pic-
nic in the park. Esperance 
Elks Lodge #2507 provided 
and prepared hot dogs and 
hamburgers, along with the 
Methodist Church providing 
salads and the Presbyterian 
Church providing desserts. 
The children (and adults) 
enjoyed painting rocks. It 
was wonderful to have the 
Fire Department members, 
the Elks’ members, and the 
Methodist and Presbyterian 
Church members all togeth-
er. We are so fortunate to live 
in a community where we all 
care about and take care of 
each other.” It was estimated 
there were over 50 commu-
nity members in attendance 
on a beautiful sunny day.

Our favorite yoga in-
structor is back: Venus is 
leading chair yoga at the 
Elks Lodge, upstairs, at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday nights…
come and join in…and r-e-l-
a-x.

Duanesburg Histori-
cal Society: Frank Coppo-
lo presented “The D & H 
Railroad in Duanesburg and 
the Watchmen for the Day 
in Delanson” at their meet-
ing on September 15, and it 
was a fascinating program 
about his ancestor’s jour-
ney as an immigrant who 
worked for the Delaware 
& Hudson Railroad at the 
crossing on Route 395. With 

photos of original buildings 
and stories connected to all 
things railroad, there was 
a lot to learn and view. My 
take-away revelation came 
when I learned that Delan-
son was the name of the 
hamlet created from the D 
& H railroad—“DEL” from 
Delaware, “AN” from and, 
and “SON” from Hudson. 
DELANSON. Genius!

Esperance Historical 
Museum and Library: 
Email address to make con-
tact is esperancehistorical-
society@gmail.com. Stay 
in the loop on events on the 
Facebook Event Page. Here 
comes our annual Soup and 
Stroll! From EHS President 
Ken Jones, “Meeting at the 
Esperance Museum at 123 
Church Street, October 11, 
at 1 p.m. for our annual Soup 
& Stroll Historic Walking 
Tour, we will walk from 
there to view the streets of 
Esperance and their ties to 
Revolutionary War Veterans 
and the Veterans’ stories in-
cluding Maj. Gen. Steuben, 
the drill master of the Rev-
olution and his two aides, 
North & Walker, who were 
lifelong friends. Also, a tra-
ditional Militia soldier and a 
soldier captured by the Brit-
ish & Indians. We will be 
accompanied by a soldier in 
period uniform and will fin-
ish our day sampling home-
made soups at the Methodist 
Church Tiffany Community 
Room on Main Street. This 
is a free event although do-
nations are appreciated to 
benefit the museum. Reg-
istration is required; for 
free tickets click: https://
SoupnStroll2025.eventbrite.
com.” (Side note from this 
columnist; perhaps Ken and 
his crew will be able to un-
ravel the mystery of one of 
our streets—is it Compton 
or is it Cumpston?)

Landis Arboretum Ac-
tivities: Access the web-
site for more information at 
landisarboretum.org. Com-
ing events: September 28th 
– Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon at noon in the 
Meeting House. Also, Sep-
tember 28th – Bird Feeder 
Creating at 2 p.m., also at 
the Meeting House. Octo-
ber 10th – Fall Walk through 

Ann Lee Pond Nature and 
Historic Preserve at 1 p.m. at 
Ann Lee Pond. October 12th 
– Second Annual Landis 
Big Sit Bird Watch at 6 a.m. 
(yep, in the early morning!) 
at the Meeting House deck. 
Also on October 12th – Can 
I Eat This? at 1 p.m. at the 
Meeting House. Just stroll-
ing through the grounds as 
the leaves show brilliant 
hues is a magnificent ven-
ture.

Our Post Office window 
hours are Mondays through 
Fridays from 7:15 to 11:15 
a.m. and 12:15 to 2:15 p.m.; 
Saturdays 9 to 11 a.m. Local 
phone number is 518-875-
6731. 

Little Free Library is 
located at the village park by 
the basketball court. Take a 
book—leave a book. 

Town of Esperance: Of-
fice phone is 518-875-6109. 
Clerk’s hours are Tuesdays 
from 7:30 to11 a.m. and 2:30 
to 7 p.m. and Fridays from 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Her email 
is esperancetownclerk@out-
look.com. Town Justice Tom 
Slater conducts court on 
Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. 
at 1216 Hwy Rte. 30A in 
Sloansville. The court office 
phone is 518-868-5165 and 
the email address is Esper-
anceTownCourt@nycourts.
gov. Town Board meets on 
the third Thursday at 104 
Charleston Street, starting at 
7 p.m. 

Village of Esperance: 
Village phone is 518-875-
9044 at the office on Church 
Street. Village Clerk Mi-
chelle Parks’s office hours 
are on Thursdays from 2 to 
6 p.m. or by appointment. 
The Village Board meets on 
the second Monday at 7 p.m. 
in the Village Hall at 113 
Church Street. 

Esperance Methodist 
Church: Service is at 11 
a.m. on Sunday morning 
and is back in the sanctuary. 
Verelyn Robertson has begun 
a card-sending campaign, 
providing words of encour-
agement to folks in need of a 
little cheer. Each week she’ll 
choose a different recipient, 
so if you are aware of some-
one needing some fellow-
ship contact, give her a call 
at 518-875-6604. Faith Ad-

venture Club classes began 
again on Sunday, September 
21, at 10:45 a.m. and enroll-
ment is open to all children 
ages five and up. The church 
website is https://www.es-
perancesloansvilleumc.org. 
Pastor Alisyn’s email is pas-
toralisyn@gmail.com. 

Presbyterian Church 
(the Stone Church on Church 
Street): Sunday services are 
at 9:30 a.m. and begin again 
soon. 

Schoharie Valley Gos-
pel Church at 133 Sprakers 
Road in Sloansville holds 
services at 10:30 a.m. 

Schoharie Reformed 
Church service is at 10 a.m. 
Sunday School is in ses-
sion, convening after being 
together with family during 
the first part of our worship 
service in the sanctuary. The 
kiddos leave to go to the 
community room for their 
special lessons after hearing 
a children’s message during 
the sanctuary service. 

On a personal note, it is 
with regret that I learned that 
Pat Jacobsen of Sloansville 
has passed after enduring 
ALS for too long. Thoughts 
of peace and comfort to her 
brothers Chris and Mike at 
this transition in their lives. 
Pat had requested no service 
be held. Just this morning, 
before sending this epistle 
off to the Times Journal be-
fore deadline, I learned that 
Irene Bray from Bray Road 
in Sloansville has passed 
with her family at her side. 
Such a musical, smiling em-
bodiment of pleasant per-
sonality was she, and she 
will be missed by many, 
as is her late husband Joe, 
who we shared many a great 
conversation with while 
he ruled Bray Road. May 
peace and comfort be with 
her entire family. Calling 
hours are Friday, October 2, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Langan 
Funeral Home in Schoha-
rie, with graveside burial on 
Saturday, October 3, at the 
Sloansville Valley Cemetery 
at 11 a.m. 

Hug the special people 
you love whenever you get 
the chance. 

Contact me anytime at 
518-875-6443 or e-mail to 
lfeuz27@gmail.com.
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By Dorothy Pickett
I was so sorr y to learn that

Millie Boxhoorn died on May
5 with her daughters at her
side.

Millie worked at NYPA with
so many of us retirees.

She was such a delight to
be around with her tenacious
smile. Condolences to her
daughters Wilhelmina, Heidi
and their families.

The cal l ing hours at
Coltrain Funeral Home in
Middleburgh were Wednes-
day, May 14, 4-6pm.

Saturday afternoon Diane
drove over to help me mow
the lawn. With the two of us it
did not take very long to get it
done.

Once around the lawn is a
mile. You can just imagine
how big it is.

We both enjoy doing it.
Sometimes after  Chuck
mows lawns for some people
he comes with his zero turn
and does the side hill for me.

 Sunday morning star ted
out with a M other ’s Day
breakfast at Flat Creek
Church.

I invited my friend Barbara
Deimold.

The breakfast was great
with all the mothers enjoying
the meal and conversations.

At 10:30am, the worship
ser vice began with some

Esperance News
by Linda Feuz

Profound prose for  pon-
der ing people - When your
mother asks, “Do you want a
piece of advice?” It is a mere
formality. It doesn’t matter what
your answer is, you’re going to
get it anyway. (Attributed to
Erma Bombeck)

Hoping you all had a very
pleasant celebrat ion of
Mother’s Day; we cer tainly
had stellar sunny weather.

Phone calls from both of our
sons and a text from Jeremy’s
life par tner Cour tney bright-
ened the day in this home.

Duanesbur g H istor i cal
Society - The Duanesburg His-
torical Society will meet on
M onday, M ay 19 at Bishop
Scully Hall, 1735 Alexander
Road, Delanson at 7pm.

Becky Watrous and Mark
Weinheimer will present “Ex-
per iences of a Local Farm
Boy.”

All are welcome and refresh-
ments will be served.

Esperance Histor ical So-
ciety and Museum - The sign-
up sheet for weekend docent
duty has been created, and
there are plenty of openings
for volunteers to be present at
the museum on weekends
from 1-4pm. Contact me by
phone or email and I’ll get you
added to the listing.

Plans are well under way for
Memorial Day, the first day of
the museum season. New dis-
plays and a hear ty welcome
from 1-4pm. A new stock of our
cookbooks is on order, too.

Landis Arboretum activi-
ties - The Spring Plant, Book &
Bake Sale is May 17-18, star t-
ing at 10am.

On the day before the sale
at 4pm star ts the Pick of the
Pots Par ty for  members
only…a fun time to take advan-
tage of the new of fer ings
stocked for the sale weekend.

At this time, looks like the
weather will be fine and dandy.

Our Post Of fice window
hours are Monday-Friday from
7:15-11:15am and 12:15-
2:15pm. Saturdays 9-11am.

Local  phone number  is
(518)875-6731.

Little Free Librar y is lo-
cated at the village park by the
basketball cour t. Take a book
– leave a book.

Pat Eaton repor ts Repairs
have been completed and the
Little Free Library is now open.
Please do not contribute old
books in poor condition.  Read-
ers, young and older, love clean,
newer books. Thanks for keep-
ing it stocked.

Esper an ce M eth od i st
Church - Service is at 11am on
Sundays. Faith Adventure Club

beautiful hymns, singing along
with Kathy Lanaro at the piano
and Debbie McMillian leading
us.

After the ser vice I ar rived
home to the delight of both
daughters Debbie and Diane
along with Chuck pulling in the
driveway.

The girls cooked a delicious
dinner that ended up with
some appetizing desser ts.
Chuck left after dinner.

The gi r ls stayed unt i l
6:30pm.

Before they left , they
helped me turn over my huge
scalding tub onto a huge rock
on the lawn.

I have lots of water from the
five inches of rain we accumu-
lated over the past week in bar-
rels behind the barn.

I plan on filling it this week.
Even though it has always

been bottom-side up during
the winter months for some
reason it developed a crack a
few years ago.

On Friday evening I sprayed
it with Flex Seal.

Now that it is turned over I
will give the inside a shot of
the sealant.

When filled once again with
water, I am sure the birds will
enjoy their baths.

Mark your calendar; begin-
ning on June 6, at 1pm, the
Gilboa Museum invites you to

enjoy some board and table
games in the new Community
Room.

They only ask that you bring
along your lunch at noon. The
Community Room will open at
1pm. Scrabble, Yahtzee, Domi-
nos, Parchesi and so much
more are some possibilities.

If you have any suggestions
or  quest ions e-mail
ellent@genericcomp.com.

The museum season begins
on May 24.

It is open noon-4pm Satur-
day and Sunday or by appoint-
ment by calling (607)588-6894.

The annual Prattsville Me-
morial Day parade will take
place on Monday, May 26 with
a step-off at 1pm, ending at the
Town Green for a ser vice for
their fallen heroes.

Bi r thdays: May 15 Judy
Wyckoff and her brother Jack
Rathbone (they are twins).

Pr ayer  concer ns: Tom
Gebhardt, Patti Haight.

Upcoming events:
 Rockland Cider y Friday,

May 16 opens 3-6pm. Satur-
day, May 17 Joseph Tobin with
live music 3-6pm. Sunday, May
18 opens noon-4pm.

May 17, Women’s Rural Re-
vival Conference, Flat Creek
Baptist Church, 849 Flat Creek
Road.  10am-2pm. Speaker
Amber  Johns Founder  of
Brave M inistr ies.
ljlawrence607652@gmail.com.

Sunday, M ay 18, 3pm,
Jefferson Historical Society
wi l l  have speaker  Pete
Lindemann. He will be speak-
ing about the Civil War.

Sunday Wor sh i p  Ser -
vices:

Gilboa Methodist: 9am, lo-
cated on 990V.

Flat Creek Baptist: Flat
Creek Road, 9:30am Sunday
school, 10:30am worship ser-
vice with coffee and fellowship
following the service.

Conesville United Method-
ist Chapel: first and third Sun-
day of the month, 4pm, Route
990V.

is at 10:45am and is open to all
children who are in kindergar-
ten and older.

Presbyterian Church (the
Stone Church on Church
Street) - Sunday ser vices are
at 9:30am.

Schohar ie Valley Gospel
Church at 133 Sprakers Road
in Sloansville holds services at
10:30am.

Sch oh ar i e Refor m ed

Church service is at 10am.
On a personal note, we

lear ned that Kir t’s cousin
M ar y Edwards Terpening
passed on to her eternal home
last Friday in Tucson, where
she’d been living in the warmth
of forever sunny days.

No details are available yet
for a ser vice, but most likely
will be in Tucson, with burial
later on at the Esperance Cem-
eter y.

Esperance

Gilboa

Ann Thayer from the Nor theaster n New York Chap-
ter  of the Alzheimer ’s Association explains symptoms
that can grow severe enough to inter fere with daily tasks.

Silver  &  Gold Seniors
Thir ty Sharon Silver & Gold

Senior Club par ticipants were
enlightened about dementia
and Alzheimer’s disease at
their May 9 luncheon meeting
at the Office for the Aging’s
¡ °Spa Ritz¡ ± meal site at the
Sharon Springs Firehouse.

Ann Thayer, community
lead for the Leatherstocking
Region (Delaware, Otsego and
Schoharie Counties) of the
Nor theaster n New York
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association, presented some
valuable information to the se-
niors in attendance.

The chapter offers suppor t
to anyone facing Alzheimer’s,
advocates for the needs and
rights of those facing demen-
tia and works toward methods
of treatment, prevention and
ultimately a cure.

Ms. Thayer said that typical

age-related memory loss may
be sometimes forgett ing
names or appointments but
remembering them later.

However, a common sign of
Alzheimer’s disease in its early
stage is forgetting recently
learned information, impor-
tant dates or events, asking the
same questions over and over
and increasingly relying on
memory aids.

Dementia is a general term
used for loss of memor y, lan-
guage, problem-solving and
other thinking abilities that are
severe enough to inter fere
with daily life. Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is the most common
cause of dementia. In fact,
there are more than 426,500
individuals in New York State
living with Alzheimer’s.

Ms. Thayer may be reached
at (607)206-4514 or
athayer@alz.org.

Sharon Springs

By Fran Sossei
Well, it’s now 5:30am on

Monday morning and I hear
my grandson’s alarm blarring.
I was not planning on waking
this early.  Maybe it was God’s
plan that I should get myself
star ted on the Warner ville
weekly news,

Mother’s Day 2025 is now
complete.  I sincerely hope
that all the women I  have
known through the years,
young and old, today and who
have passed, were thought of
in a special way on their spe-
cial day.

I wonder though, with all the
hard work, the emotion, the
tears, laughter and worr y we
experience raising a family,
why we don’t celebrate a
“Mother’s Month.”

Why do we deser ve only a
day when other entities get a
month?   The same for fathers.
There should be a Father’s
Month.  Just something to pon-
der.

My day began in the middle
of the night when I went down-
stairs for my “go to” cup of
Sleepytime tea I prepare, if I’m
having trouble sleeping, to find
gifts from my grandson who
works the overnight shift.

As I was enjoying my tea I
texted him to thank him for his
thoughtfulness.  It ended up
being the per fect time for us
to chat as he sleeps each day-
light hour away.  My chat with
him was a wonder ful Mother’s
Day gift to star t my day with.

 I finally went back to sleep,
waking to two beautiful or-
chids.  One lavender and the
other apricot both with the
largest blooms I’ve ever seen.

Thank you husband and son
for that ver y cheer ful way to
star t my day.

Phone calls from my daugh-
ters who were away added to
the morning’s celebration.

Then on to church and
Breakfast Sunday.  It’s one of
our favorite Sundays in the
church, where we all get to-
gether to enjoy feast and fel-
lowship with each other.

Then off to my daughter’s
for  more feast ing and
fellowshipping.

What an incredible day it was
to finally enjoy the warmth of
the sun, bringing brightness in
ever y way to the day.

Before I go on, I want to say
a special prayer and give an
extra special thought to Mar y
Falzarano who has been in the
hospital for a week battling
pneumonia.  She was sched-
uled to be released yesterday.

Mar y is special to us all and
we want her to know we are
thinking of her and cannot wait
for her return to church.

M r. Per r y and company
came on Saturday to open our
pool.  With all the wet and
merky weather we’ve been
having it’s been a challenge for
him to get his work installing
and opening pools for the sea-
son.

For us, there was no rush.
Who is going to swim in this
gloomy, cold, wet weather
we’ve been having.

According to the weather
repor t we’ll have a few more
nice days only to have another
week of clouds.  Those are the
times I have to remind myself
that each day is precious, es-
pecially at my age.

My grandson plays Little
League.  This spring hasn’t
given many dr y days to have
games.

Thumbs up to the men who
finally decided to cover the in-
field at Becker field.

Mudpuddles are great to
play in when you are little, but
for baseball it’s yukky.

Have you ever tried to get
red baseball dir t out of light
gray pants after your child has
just slid into homeplate?

Mothers and grandmothers
over the years have all kinds
off formulas to do the trick.

I know I have talked about
the pair of geese that return
each spring to our pond. Well,
mama goose decided to make
her nest atop a muskrat home
and has been sitting there for
a month.

We have been watching and
waiting along with many oth-
ers that go by each day to fi-
nal ly see the clutch of
young’ins swimming in the
pond.

Finally, after all that sitting
and incubating six babies were
hatched.  We were delighted
to see them scurr ying behind
their parents on land and in the
water, expecting weeks of
watching them grow.

That was not their plan.  Two
days after hatching they all dis-
appeared.  We could hear them
for a few days but couldn’t see
them.  We’re thinking that
they went to a safer place to
raise their family.

That was probably the saf-
est decision since they were
wide open to all the would be
predators at our pond.

Sunday, the 25th of May we
are thrilled to have Maxine
Chr istman preach at
Warnerville to fill in for Pastor
Mel who will be enjoying a few
days away. We welcome every-
one to join us for this special
treat.

June 1, Cathleen Berr y will
be talking to our congregation
about “Anxiety.” It’s an impor-
tant topic to discuss with the
world we live in.

I was not happy to hear the
alarm so early this morning,
but it’s turned into a blessing
that I now get an early star t to
this beautiful day.

Our Blessing Box at the
church can always use help to
help others in need.

Mary Becker points out that
if it’s “buy one get one free”
she figures the free one can
be donated.  Many thanks to
you Mary.

Until next week.

Warnervil le

The Times Journal, an award-winning weekly newspaper serving 
Schoharie County, is looking for a passionate and versatile 

Reporter/Videographer to join our newsroom team.

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

• Cover a wide range of local news, including government, 

community events, human interest stories, and breaking news.

• Produce engaging video content for our website and social media platforms.

• Write clear, concise, and compelling news stories on deadline.

• Photograph assignments as needed.

• Represent the Times Journal professionally in the community.

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

• Strong writing and storytelling skills.

• Experience shooting and editing video (phone, DSLR, or professional equipment).

• Comfort working independently and as part of a small team.

• Ability to meet deadlines and juggle multiple assignments.

• Journalism experience or related degree preferred, but we’re open to talent & drive.

WE OFFER:

• A chance to make an impact in a close-knit, engaged community.

• A flexible, creative work environment.

• Opportunities to grow and expand your skills in multimedia journalism.

Whether you’re an experienced reporter or a recent grad 

ready to dig into local news, we’d love to hear from you.

REPORTER/VIDEOGRAPHER

To apply, send your resume, writing samples, and any video clips to:

Times Journal • Email: patsynicosia@gmail.com

Subject line: Reporter/Videographer Application

Or Call Publisher Warren Dews Jr. @ 1-413-212-0130

PART TIME $19/HOUR - THE TIMES JOURNAL – COBLESKILL, NY

HELP
WANTED

By Ann Lape

Hi, readers. 
Our hummingbirds have 

left for this year. In August, 
the male Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds leave first, 
following the Atlantic Fly-
way. Then, in September, 
the females and juvenile 
birds leave. They fly alone, 
and relativity low, stopping 
frequently during the day to 
feed on nectar.   

Reaching the Gulf of 
Mexico, the hummingbirds 
will fuel up and make a 
nighttime, nonstop, 500-
mile flight across the water. 
This trip takes roughly 18 
to 22 hours. They will win-
ter in Mexico and Central 
America and return to us 
next May.  

September 27 – St. 
Paul’s Emergency Food 
Pantry will be open from 9 
a.m. until noon. The pan-
try is located at 265 Main 
Street in Richmondville. 
Clients are asked to provide 
valid photo ID and current 
proof of residence. If you 
have any questions, contact 
the church at 518-294-6656. 
This Food Pantry serves 
Richmondville, Warnerv-
ille, and Summit. 

September 27 – Jubilee 
Farms will be having their 
First Annual Wine and Al-
pacas gathering from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Join them 
in meeting the alpacas, tak-
ing photos, and tasting wine. 
The farm is located across 
from Cobleskill-Richmond-
ville High School, at 1336 
State Route 7. For more 
information, call 914-475-
5260, or go online at Jubi-
leeFarmsNY.com. 

October 1 – Richmond-
ville Senior Citizens will be 
meeting at the firehouse at 

noon for their monthly lun-
cheon. Bring a place setting 
and a dish to share. Guest 
speaker will be Annie Breg-
lia, sharing her experience 
of traveling with her son on 
a trip to Africa. All are wel-
come to attend. 

October 1 – Richmond-
ville Fish and Game Club 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at 
their property, located on 
811 High View Road. They 
are currently having a raf-
fle with the following priz-
es: 1st – American Ruger 
308 riffle with scope; 2nd 
– Mossburg 500 12-gauge 
shotgun; 3rd – $500 Gift 
Certificate to Bass Pro; 
4th – Johnny Morris Car-
bon Light Baitcast Rod and 
Reel; 5th – one-year club 
membership. Tickets are 
available from any member, 
or call John Hornauer at 
518-294-8834.

The Richmondville Fish 
and Game Club now has 
lighted, open-trap night ev-
ery Tuesday, starting at 5 
p.m. The public is welcome. 

October 1 – Richmond-
ville Promotional and Beau-
tification Society monthly 
meeting is at 7 p.m. in the 
Neary Municipal Building.   

October 5 – Blessing of 
the Animals at 2 p.m. in the 
parking lot of St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic Church, 
located at 138 Washington 
Avenue, in Cobleskill. All 
parishioners and friends of 
all faiths are encouraged 
to bring their pets of every 
kind for the blessing.  

If anyone has news they 
would like to share in this 
column, feel free to contact 
me, Ann Lape, at 518-813-
2826. 

Have a great week, ev-
eryone.
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Library News

LLC NOTICES
For all public notices 

(LLC ads, legal notices, etc.)
please go to 

https://www.column.us/register 
where you can find and select the 
paper in which you would like to 

publish your notice.  
 

This portal provides a 
user-friendly, quick download 

self-serve turnkey platform for 
publishing your notices. 

It is available 24/7, 
is simple to use, provides proofs 

and confirmations in real time 
and will be supported by the 

Column help desk at 
(518) 730-4551 

or email athelp@column.us

THE COMMUNITY LIBRARY, COBLESKILL
September is Library Card signup Month. Stop in and 

get your FREE card. You will need to bring identification and 
a piece of mail with your current address. 

Thank you to all supporters of The Friends of the Li-
brary Basket Raffle and Book Sale! The Friends fundraisers 
help to support the Library’s summer reading program, polar 
bear reading, tiny art, puzzle race, museum passes, battle of the 
books, and so much more.

Paws for Reading – Join our favorite therapy dogs for read-
ing and cuddles! This is a great, relaxed opportunity for kids to 
practice their reading with a friendly face. All ages welcome. 
No registration necessary. 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 30, 
with either Stevie or Lily (dogs); and 10:30 a.m. on Thurs-
days, September 25 and October 9, with Nico (dog).  **Please 
note: Paws for Reading programs may have to be cancelled or 
rescheduled at short notice, according to therapy animal and 
handler availability. We recommend calling ahead on Paws for 
Reading days to check program status.

Thursday, September 25, at 4:30 p.m., Engineering Chal-
lenge with Schoharie Mohawk Institute Science and 
Technology. Open to grades 4-8. Registration is required.

Thursday, September 25, at 6 p.m., Game Explorers. This 
new program for adults and teens (16+) will introduce one ta-
bletop game (e.g., board, card, dice, role playing games) each 
session. We’ll teach participants the setup, rules, and strategies 
first, then play a few games as a group. Learn new games, meet 
new people, and have fun. The game for September 2025 is the 
award-winning game Codenames from the Czech Republic.

Fridays, learn or relearn how to play the card game 
Bridge from 10 a.m. to noon in the program room. No experi-
ence necessary. A SCHOOL sponsored program.

The Library’s Local History Room is open by appoint-
ment or on Fridays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. We have limited 
information on genealogy and recommend if you are looking 
for family history, please visit the Old Stone Fort in Schoharie, 
which is also by appointment. You can access Ancestry.com on 
our public computers.

Tuesdays, join your neighbors and make new friends during 
the Tuesday Knitters group! You can find them in the program 
room at 1 p.m. Bring your own supplies and learn something 
new while you chat, listen, or just get in your zone.

Tuesday, September 30, at 6 p.m., Teen Craft: Bottle Cap 
Jewelry. Make your own personalized jewelry with bottle caps! 
Teens and tweens can design their own keychains, necklaces, or 
bracelets made with bottle caps and beads. Add your own flair 
to the bottle caps with art or symbols you enjoy. Open to middle 
and high schoolers. Register to request specific images.

Wednesday weekly Story Time with Ms. Courtney at 
10:30 a.m. Young children and their caregivers are invited to 
join us each week for fun stories, songs, and early literacy ac-
tivities. No registration necessary.

On Thursday, October 2, at 6 p.m., Libby for Overdrive. 
Are you interested in using your device to download books, 
audiobooks, and magazines? Are you currently downloading 
but paying for your books? Library Director Kim Zimmer will 
introduce you to the Libby App on the Overdrive platform and 
demonstrate how you can get your books, audiobooks, and 
magazines for free. All you need is your library card. Partici-
pants should bring their laptop, tablet, kindle/Fire, phone, pow-
er cords, Amazon passwords, and their library card.

Friday, October 3, at noon: Fan Favorites Book Club. Join 
us on the first Friday of every month for our casual conversation 
about the books, tv series, and movies we love. No assigned 
readings, just a chance to meet people, talk about things you 
love, and perhaps pick up a few suggestions on things that will 
become your new favorite obsession.

Saturday, October 4, at 10 a.m.: the Friends of the Library 
Meeting in the Library. Friends are holding monthly meetings. 
Learn more about the next fundraiser on November 14. Inter-
ested in joining and learning more about upcoming fundraisers 
to support the Library and how you can help? Want to join The 
Friends? Visit https://communitylibrarycobleskill.org/friends/ 
or email friendscommunitylibrary@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

Tabling Tuesday – The Community Library invites non-
profit, social service organizations to set up a table in the Pine 
Room and share information about programs, services, and 
benefits available to members of our community. No cost, no 
appointment necessary. On Tuesday, October 7, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., stop by the library to meet with Christiana Okezi, a 
law associate in the Immigration Department of the Hiscock 
Legal Aid Society, with questions about immigration law and 
the services offered by this Syracuse-based law office.

Tuesdays, October 7 and 21, at 5 p.m., Teen Dungeons 
& Dragons. Come play D&D at the library with other teens 
and tweens! No experience needed. New players will have the 
chance to create a character when they arrive. Open to middle 
and high schoolers (ages 11–18). Snacks provided.

Tuesdays, October 7 and 21, at 6 p.m., Adult Dungeons & 
Dragons Club. Join our Adult Gaming group on the first and 
third Tuesdays of the month for board games, card games, and 
D&D.

The Library will be closing at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 8, for staff to attend the Mohawk Valley Library Sys-
tem Annual Meeting.

Thursday, October 9, at 1 p.m., the Library Board of Trust-
ees monthly meeting. Meetings are open to the public.

Thursday, October 9, at 4 p.m., All Ages Craft Buffet. Each 
month we bring out our arts & crafts supplies and invite you to 
come in and make something wonderful. Painting, drawing, ori-
gami, knitting, beadwork, embroidery, you name it. We provide 
the supplies, you provide the creativity.

Library of Things – Did you know the library has muse-
um passes, fishing poles, binoculars, Blu-ray player, and board 
games that you can borrow with your library card?

Educate Station – Free access to worksheets, activities, and 
learning plans with your library card. The site has practical and 
easy to use online resources for parents, guardians and educa-
tors working with students in grades K–5. 

Plastic Donation Box – The Library is helping Coble-
skill-Richmondville Schools to collect plastic to turn into a 
bench. You can drop your household plastic in the donation box 
in the library’s vestibule to help them reach their goal of 1,000 
pounds. No dirty or crinkly plastic like the plastic bouquets 
come wrapped in.

The Community Library Information:
Location: 110 Union St, Cobleskill, across from the Post 

Office.
Curbside Pickup: Give us a call at 518-234-7897 to sched-

ule a pickup.
Returns: Silver bin at the end of the ramp or inside in the 

return box.
Website: www.Communitylibrarycobleskill.org
Library ENews: https://bit.ly/CommunityLibraryNews
Facebook: thecommunitylibrarycobleskill
Instagram: commlibcobleskill
Event Calendar with age-appropriate programs:  https://

bit.ly/CommunityLibraryEvents
Library Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 10 a.m. 

to 8 p.m.; Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

MIDDLEBURGH LIBRARY 
9/25 – 6 to 6:45 p.m. – Slow Flow Yoga with Lucianna 

– Move with ease and intention in this grounding, gentle flow 
practice. We’ll explore fluid movements that support mobility, 
build strength, and invite spaciousness into the body. A mindful 
pace allows time to connect with breath, soften tension, and 
tune in to the wisdom within. Perfect for all levels seeking a 
nurturing and supportive practice. Please note: bring a yoga mat 
and blanket. This class is for adults and older teens. Registra-
tion required.

9/26 – 5:20 p.m. – Dinner & A Movie – “Superman” (PG 
13) – Kick back with pizza and drinks—courtesy of the li-
brary—while we screen the new Superman movie starring Da-
vid Corenswet. Please bring a dessert or snack to share with 
your fellow moviegoers. It’s the perfect way to enjoy a commu-
nity night out with family and friends!

Superman must reconcile his alien Kryptonian heritage with 
his human upbringing as reporter Clark Kent. As the embodi-
ment of truth, justice, and the human way, he soon finds himself 
in a world that views these as old-fashioned.  Registration is 
required and space is limited.

9/29 – 6:00 p.m. – Fall Floral Craft Workshop with Wen-
dy Valente – Join Wendy Valente in this fun workshop creating 
fall florals for your home. We’ll use dollar-store wooden crates, 
small pumpkins, fall leaves and flowers, and paint and ribbon 
to create something really beautiful. All materials are provided 
and the class is free. Registration is required and space is lim-
ited.

9/30 – 10:45 a.m. – Drop-in Storytime – Join Miss Terry 
for this fun, interactive storytime geared toward little ones ages 
0–5 and their caregivers! We will read books, sing songs, and 
watch a short film based on our weekly theme. No registration 
is required.

9/30 – 1 to 4 p.m. – Mahjong – Join the ladies for games of 
Mahjong.  If you don’t know how to play, they will help you. 
Men are welcome, also.

9/30 – 5:30 to 8 p.m. – Block Printing Workshop with lo-
cal artist Casey Beal – Join local artist Casey Beal for a relax-
ing evening of block printing! Through the use of Speedy Carve 
Blocks and ink pads, participants will design, carve, and print 
their very own stamp on paper to create cards. This technique 
is a great way to produce unique holiday cards, note cards, and 
gift tags. The class will cover all the basics for beginners, but 
any experience level is welcome. Casey will walk you through 
all the steps, with samples and plenty of support along the way. 
All materials are included, and registration is required.  Please 
come with some printed image ideas or sketches ready to go. 
This event is made possible in part with funding from Schoharie 
County Arts.

10/4 – 2 p.m. – Vegan Cooking by the Book – Join us for 
a vegan culinary adventure! Discover the joys of plant-based 
cooking with Vegan Bowl Attack, a cookbook that features over 
100 easy-to-follow recipes for creating delicious, nutritious, 
and satisfying vegan meals.

Registration for this event is available online or in person 
at the library circulation desk. Drop by the library to browse 
through the Vegan Bowl Attack cookbook, and select your fa-
vorite recipe (or a few, if you can’t decide) to prepare and share. 
We will provide you with copies of the recipes you choose.

On the day of the event, bring your homemade vegan dish 
to the library and join fellow participants for a fun potluck. 
Sample a variety of creative, plant-based dishes, and exchange 
ideas, tips, and experiences with other vegan enthusiasts. Dis-
cover new flavor combinations and explore the limitless possi-
bilities of vegan cooking.

Whether you’re experienced with vegan cooking or just be-
ginning your journey into plant-based eating, this event is the 
perfect opportunity to expand your culinary horizons and in-
dulge in delicious vegan creations.

Be sure to check our calendar on our website at www.mid-
dleburghlibrary.info for future programs. Also, don’t forget our 
Facebook page.

 
SCHOHARIE FREE LIBRARY

Schoharie Library Hours: Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday. 

Storytime with Yvonne: Fridays at 10 a.m. Stories, songs, 
fun activities!

Writers’ Group (Virtual): Mondays at 7 p.m.; https://bit.
ly/WritersGroupSHO.

S.C.H.O.O.L.: Hiking the Long Path: A Presentation to 
Plan Your Hike. Today, Thursday, September 25, 4:30 p.m. 
To register, go to https://bit.ly/Hiking9-25-25 or https://www.
cobyschool.com/.

S.C.H.O.O.L.: Digital Literacy: Computer Basics w/ 
Mary Carrier. Wednesday, October 1, 2 p.m. To register, go to 
https://www.cobyschool.com/. 

Learning to Draw from Nature with Casey Beal*: 
Wednesday, October 1, 4 to 5:30 p.m. Learn to draw from na-
ture around the outside of the library and/or with natural mate-
rials provided by instructor Casey Beal. The program is suitable 
for ages 8-adult. Class is full; there’s a waiting list. Sign up at 
https://bit.ly/NatureArt2025.

Weekly balance classes with Dr. Nicole Camporese PT, 
DPT, start Wednesday, October 8, 10:30 a.m.; RSVP at https://
bit.ly/Balance2025SHO or email jmosher@mvls.info. 

Board of Trustees Meeting: Wednesday, October 8, 7 p.m. 
The public is welcome.

Creative Connection: Thursday, October 9, 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Bring a project and chat with other crafters, or use 
the library’s supplies to make something. Monthly, second 
Thursdays.

 Block Printing w/Maeve McCool*, Wednesdays, October 
15 and 29, 4 p.m.; create a design, carve it into a soft block, 
apply ink, and make your own unique prints. Best for ages 10 
and up. https://bit.ly/PrintOct2025.

Concert with contemporary folk duo Ash & Eric* on Fri-
day, October 17. Doors open 6 p.m., music at 6:30. Enjoy Ash 
& Eric’s soaring voices, beautiful harmonies, and lively gui-
tars as they perform original songs and some old favorites. Re-
freshments will be served. RSVP appreciated, but not required: 

https://bit.ly/AshandEric2025.
STEM Program: Tuesday, October 21, 4:30 p.m. Fun with 

the Schoharie Mohawk Initiative for Science and Technology. 
Build something and learn about how it works! Geared toward 
grades 4–6; other ages welcome.

Crazy Quilting w/Betty Fikes Pillsbury*, Saturdays, Oc-
tober 25, November 8 & 22, 10 a.m. Make a quilt block of gor-
geous fabrics, and embellish with embroidery and beads. Betty 
Fikes Pillsbury is an award-winning crazy quilter and an out-
standing teacher—don’t miss this opportunity! For ages 16 and 
up. https://bit.ly/crazyquilt25.   

Dance or Treat: Friday, October 31, 4 to 6 p.m. Put on your 
costume and join us on the porch for a few dance moves before 
selecting a treat and heading on down the street! 

An Evening with Local Authors: Friday, November 7, 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Listen to local authors read excerpts from 
their work and browse their books in a variety of genres. Enjoy 
refreshments as you chat with writers and book-lovers. From 
children’s books to YA fantasy to adult nonfiction, mystery, 
thrillers, and more, there’s something for everyone!  

Printmaking with Amy Silberkleit*: Saturday, Novem-
ber 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Arrange designs from a variety of 
materials, apply ink, and create a unique monoprint. Come for 
the morning or stay all day. RSVP: https://bit.ly/Printmaking-
Nov2025.

*These projects are made possible with funds from the 
Statewide Community Regrant Program, a regrant pro-
gram of the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of The Office of the Governor and the New York 
State Legislature and administered by CREATE Council on 
the Arts.

Library contact information: 518-295-7127; www.scho-
harielibrary.org.

SHARON SPRINGS FREE LIBRARY
Dear Friends and Community Members, 
I will be stepping down from my role as director here 

at the Sharon Springs Free Library, effective December 31st. 
Thank you to our wonderful patrons, volunteers, and neighbors 
for your support, encouragement, and friendship during my 
time here. If you or someone you know is interested in lead-
ing the library into its next chapter, please visit our website for 
more information: https://shsfreelib.mvls.info/employment/. 

Best, 
Meghan Keaney
Join us for Children’s Story Time with Mrs. Fralick every 

Thursday at 10:00 a.m. 
Our monthly Board of Trustees meeting will be held 

Thursday, September 25, at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome and en-
couraged to join.

WORCESTER-SCHENEVUS LIBRARY
Art at the Library: Charles Dalton III, Paintings, Mixed 

Media. Through September.
Art History for Absolute Beginners. Wednesdays at noon 

beginning September 24. During each hour-long class, we’ll 
cover five topics. In the first class we’ll learn about Olmec Co-
lossal Heads, Egyptian Ushabti, the Isle of Lewis Chessmen, 
the Ishtar Gate, and the Angkor Wat Temple. Note: this class is 
meant to be a brief introduction to each topic, not an in-depth 
examination. Please sign up at the library. 

Sign up for our Gelli Plate Printing Class taught by Toni 
Basso. Three Saturdays, October 11,18, and 25, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Strawberry Hall. Limited to six students, ages 18 and 
up. A $25 fee includes supplies, which participants can keep. 
Registration is required. See a video about this technique on the 
library Facebook page.

The Great Give Back Day. We’ll be collecting donations 
for Superheroes Human Society, a no-kill animal shelter in 
Oneonta. They provide pet adoption, fostering, low-cost spay-
ing/neutering, pet food pantry, vaccinations, and temporary 
hardship boarding. Supplies needed are cat and dog food, kitty 
litter, chew toys, cleaners, etc. See the full list at the Superhe-
roes website. Last day to drop donations is Saturday, October 
18.

Exercise class Mondays and Thursdays at 9 a.m. 
Yoga on Fridays at 10 a.m.
StoryTime Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
Crochet Circle Wednesdays, 3 to 5 p.m. Knitters and other 

crafters are invited. Free coffee!
Library Used Bookshop: All Nora Roberts books on sale 

for 50 cents – Fridays noon to 4 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Catskill Cobbee Cakes for sale now in front on Saturdays. 
Coffee sales go to the bookshop.

Contact us at 607-397-7309 or visit worcesterfreelibrary.
org.
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LEGAL & CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING

THE TOWN OF
FULTON TOWN
BOARD WILL HOLD
A 2026 TENTATIVE
BUDGET WORK-
SHOP ON MONDAY,
OCTOBER 13, 2025
at 5:30pm at the
Town Hall located at
1168 Bear Ladder
Road, West Fulton,
NY and any other
business that may
come before the town
board. Respectfully
Submitted, Dawn
Skowfoe, Town Clerk

THE TOWN OF SUM-
MIT PLANNING
BOARD WILL HOLD
A PUBLIC HEARING
ON MONDAY, OC-
TOBER 6, 2025 at
7:15pm at the Sum-
mit Town Hall. with
regard to the applica-
tion of Lescek Fam-
ily Revocable Trust to
subdivide a 83.61
acre lot from 148.60
acres. The property
is located on Lang
Road.Summit tax
map designation124-
4-2. Anyone who
would like to be
heard may attend the
hearing or may sub-
mit comments in
writing to the Sum-
mit Planning Board
prior to the hearing.
Please feel free to
call me at (518)827-
7181 if you have any
questions. John
Meaney, Chair
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ATTORNEY--INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insurance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major
cash settlements. Get a free evaluation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-323-0318. Be ready with
your zip code to connect with the closest provider.
AUTO DONATIONS --GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!
AUTO DONATIONS -- GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts helps veterans find work or start their own
business.  Fast free pick. Running or not!  Call 24/7: 1-833-441-4496.
AUTOS WANTED--WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374
HEALTH--HEARING AIDS!!  High-quality rechargeable, powerful Audien hearing aids priced 90% less than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY
INVISIBLE! 45-day money back guarantee! 855-819-7060
HEALTH--ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6397
HEALTH--ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 1-833-661-4172
HOME IMPROVEMENT--AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-833-880-7679
HOME IMPROVEMENT--BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality bath and shower systems at AF-
FORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs.  Call Now! 1-833-807-0159
HOME IMPROVEMENT--GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!  FREE INSTALL, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-782-4069
HOME IMPROVEMENT--PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES WITH BRIGGS & STRATTON® POWERPROTECT(TM)
standby generators - the most powerful home standby generators available. Industry-leading comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496
HOME IMPROVEMENT--SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA'S #1 WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-855-916-5473
HOME IMPROVEMENT--PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY WITH A GENERAC HOME STANDBY GENERATOR.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.
HOME IMPROVEMENT--DO YOU NEED A ROOF OR ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS & Help paying for it? YOU MAY
QUALIFY THROUGH NEW RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or visit NYProgramFunding.org to qualify. Approved applications will
have the work completed by a repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs.
MISCELLANEOUS--GET BOOST INFINITE! UNLIMITED TALK, TEXT AND DATA FOR JUST $25/MO! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-329-9391
REAL ESTATE--WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS IS!   No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670
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CLASSIFIED & LEGAL  ADVERTISING

RENTAL
SHOWCASE

HOUSE FOR RENT NEAR
COBLESKILL: 2 BEDROOM,
1.5 BATH, appliances, small
garage, recently remodeled.
Snow plowing, lawn mainte-
nance and garbage pick up in-
cluded. No smoking, No pets.
References Required. $1500
per month. Call 518-296-
8752.

TWO STUDIO APARTMENTS
FOR RENT: $700 utilities in-
cluded. The other is $600
utilities NOT included. 1
month security with 1st
months rent. NO PETS. Call
518-221-0553

PRESTON HOLLOW HOUSE
FOR RENT 3 BD PLUS addi-
tional room. Living room,
kitchen, mudroom ,2 car ga-
rage with workshop. Oil heat
$1200/m plus security. Avail-
able sept 1. 518-231-1391.

RICHMONDVILLE 1 BED-
ROOM apt off street parking
includes trash-available im-
mediately  $775. 518-466-
6607

ONE BEDROOM  APART-
MENT just outside of Village
of Cobleskill.  Heat & Electric
Included. No pets and no
smoking.   Call 518-234-
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DRIVER WITH CDL
and Hazmat License
Call C.O.D. Oil Delivery
(518) 234-2741

Monday-Friday
8am-12pm and 1pm-4pm
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Seriously 
Absorbent 

Underwear

1-844-818-2401
Discreet Delivery

Try for 

FREE6 cups
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HELP WANTED - The Town of Fulton Highway
Department is seeking  PART-TIME help No-
vember 1st to May 1st on a as-needed basis for
snow plowing. A valid CDL driver's license is
preferred but not necessary. If interested con-
tact William D. Jaycox Jr. at 518-827-6300 for a
job application.

HELP WANTED - The Town of Fulton Highway
Department is seeking  a FULL-TIME Motor
Equipment Operator. This person should have a
valid CDL driver's license. Job duties include:
operating equipment, physical labor, mechani-
cal skills and snow plowing. Person must be
able to pass a pre-employment drug test. Many
benefits including health insurance, retirement,
vacation, sick and personal time, plus more.  If
interested contact William D. Jaycox Jr. at 518-
827-6300 for a job application.

BUS AIDE NEEDED
 Must be able to assist handicapped students.

 Out of District Run - Approximately 7.5 hrs per day.
(Approximate hours are 5:45am-10am and 12:50pm-4pm).

Salary based on current non-teachers contract.
NYS Fingerprint Clearance required.

Send resume, references to
Sharon Springs Central School, Personnel Dept.

PO Box 218, Sharon Springs, NY  13459
Position to be filled ASAP
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SERVICES--PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests.
Locally owned and affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code of property ready when calling!
SERVICES--CONSUMER CELLULAR - THE SAME RELIABLE, NATIONWIDE COVERAGE AS THE LARGEST CARRIERS. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call 1-844-919-1682
TRAVEL SERVICES--SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  Let us do the
research for you for FREE!  Call: 877 988 7277.
TV INTERNET PHONE--AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-
833-323-0160
TV INTERNET PHONE--DIRECTV- ALL YOUR ENTERTAINMENT. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct and get your first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918
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Community Action Program helps resources go 
further

By HB Steadham, 
Executive Editor

COBLESKILL – On 
September 28, 1965, the 
Schoharie County Commu-
nity Action Program (SC-
CAP) was incorporated as 
a result of President John-
son’s “War on Poverty” and 
the subsequent Economic 
Opportunity Act. 

In the early days, “folks 
in the grassroots communi-
ty were awesome,” SCCAP 
Executive Director Jean-
nette Spaulding said. “They 
were out in their trucks, 
driving around. Meals on 
Wheels had its initial be-
ginning in SCCAP. It grew 
beyond what SCCAP could 
manage and expanded into 
a county service.”

HeadStart, according 
to Spaulding, was another 
program that began with 
SCCAP before branching 
out on its own.

Now, 60 years later, SC-
CAP is still doing every-
thing it can to empower the 
community, one person at a 
time.

“We’re unique as a com-
munity action program in 
some ways,” SCCAP Ex-
ecutive Director Jeannette 
Spaulding said. “We’re all 
about helping people’s re-
sources go further.”

The mission of SC-
CAP is “Building stronger, 
healthier communities and 
empowering families that 
experience economic and 
social challenges through 
strategic partnerships, ed-
ucation, services, and com-
passion.” 

But what does that mean 
in concrete terms?

SCCAP has seven de-
partments to serve Schoha-
rie County residents: child-
care resource and referral 
center, family support and 
resource center, WIC, par-
ent and child connections 
center, community ser-
vices, creative connections 
for youth, and energy ser-
vices.

Becky Foland serves as 
the director of the childcare 
resource and referral cen-
ter. The childcare resource 
and referral center provides 
training and education 

opportunities for child-
care providers, guidance 
for parents to find quality 
childcare, and information 
about public policy updates 
regarding childcare.

Foland also heads the 
family support and resource 
center, which provides sup-
port for struggling fami-
lies. From helping families 
assess their own needs to 

building skills necessary 
for families to be emotion-
ally healthy to accompa-
nying parents to court and 
school meetings, the family 
support and resource center 
is unique in the community 
action world in that it’s not 
necessarily income-based.

SCCAP’s WIC pro-
gram—which assists Wom-
en, Infants, and Children—
is led by Jackie LaLonde. 
While lots of people seem 
to be familiar with the as-
sistance those benefiting 
from WIC receive to buy 
groceries, WIC also pro-
vides breastfeeding sup-
port, nutrition education, 
and referrals to other ser-
vices.

The parent and child 
connections center, led by 
Rhonda Wilty, provides 
trained supervisors to facil-
itate supervised visitation, 
giving non-residential/cus-
todial parents a chance to 
meet with their child(ren) 
in an atmosphere that is 
focused on building par-
ent-child bonds.

The community ser-
vices department is headed 
by Melissa Pawlak. Under 
the community services 
umbrella, SCCAP works 
to help those in need with 
housing, rental, and util-
ity assistance. They pro-
vide employment services 
such as career coaching, 
computer training, resumé 
building, and job search 
support. And they host one 
of the 17 food pantries that 
are located in Schoharie 
County.

Creative connections 
for youth is led by Youth 
Development Coordinator 
Marissa Karker, who works 
to “expand the boundaries 
of the child’s world to in-
clude fun experiences that 
can encourage positive 
choices, promote self-es-
teem, and foster academic 
achievements.” To that end, 
SCCAP partners with other 
community organizations 
to provide opportunities for 
kids to attend camp, take 
art or music or horseback 

riding lessons, to enroll in 
jiu jitsu and/or taekwondo 
classes, and to access es-
sentials for back-to-school. 
“You can be the kid that 
goes in with new sneakers, 
too,” Spaulding said of the 
initiative that helps to level 
the playing field for stu-
dents.

Lastly, the energy ser-
vices department, led by 
Kelly Pitt, is a “truly prov-
en program,” Spaulding 
said. The department helps 
residents improve ventila-
tion, increase energy-effi-

ciency, and access safe and 
healthy appliances and util-
ities. 

“Making a home more 
energy efficient helps make 
individuals’ incomes go 
further,” Spaulding contin-
ued. 

But it’s not only about 
the economic situations of 

individuals.
“There is a greater ben-

efit of taking care of in-
dividuals who struggle 
financially on the greater 
community,” Spaulding ex-
plained.

The community services 
department helps prevent 
homelessness, which can 
cause many problems for 
towns and villages. The en-
ergy services department 
helps improve the local 
housing stock and generates 
income for local businesses 
where weatherization mate-
rials are purchased. And the 
improved health and devel-
opment of today’s youth 
supported by the childcare 
resource and referral cen-
ter, family support and re-
source center, WIC, parent 
and child connections cen-
ter, and creative connec-
tions for youth mean that 
tomorrow’s adults might 
very well have less reliance 
on social services and the 
already-overburdened med-
ical system.

“I think one of the most 
challenging things in all 
my years,” Spaulding says 
of working at SCCAP, “is 
that there are people who 
don’t know what SCCAP 
does. If you’ve not been in 
need of services that are in-
come-based, you’ve likely 
not been taking advantage 
of us.

“What I feel is most im-
portant for people to know 
about us or the ‘takeaway’ 
is we understand that life 
happens. Any one of us 
can find ourselves in the 
position of needing extra 
support: losing a job, ex-
periencing a health impact, 
having a change in family 
dynamics, and just simply 
lacking enough supports—
financial and social/emo-
tional--to get through a 
challenging time in life.  

“We get this; many of us 
have been there and know 
the importance of reach-
ing out for help and how 
difficult that can be. This, 
I believe, is our greatest 
strength and defines how 
we deliver our services.”

To donate to SCCAP, 
or to get more information 
about their services, visit 
sccapinc.org or call 518-
234-2568 (toll free: 866-
849-2402).

Spotlight on NONPROFITS

Contributed photo
A historic newspaper article introduced newly hired SCCAP 
aides.

Contributed photo
In the ’60s, organizers of the Schoharie County Community Action Program drove around the county to help those in need.

Contibuted photo
An early announcement named the founding president, vice president, and secretary.

Contributed photo
The first director of SCCAP was Paul F. Nichols.


